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When things go wrong, as they sometimes will,
When the road you’re trudging seems all uphill,
When the funds are low but the debts are high,
And you want to smile but you have to sigh,
When care is pressing you down a bit…
Rest if you must, but don’t you quit!
Edgar A Guest
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P

lans for a new nuclear power
station at Bradwell have been
released.

The Blackwater Against New Nuclear
Group (BANNG), which has campaigned
against the project for the last eleven
years, has expressed its concern at the
scale, devastation, pollution and danger
presented in the Chinese developer’s glossy
presentation brochure.
Commenting on the proposals, Professor
Andy Blowers, Chair of BANNG, said: ‘The
plans are even more horrendous than we
feared. The scale is enormous, the power
station if built will cover an area around
230 times Trafalgar Square. Foundations
for the power station will extend down
to 60 feet below the ground and the two
reactors and turbines will be constructed
on a ‘Nuclear Island’ 25 feet above sea-level.
Directly opposite Mersea Island will be
cooling towers 200 feet high (higher than
the remaining buildings of Bradwell A) and
500 feet wide. A building close to Bradwell
Village in which the highly radioactive spent
fuel will be stored for upwards of 150 years
is also included’.
Two jetties will project into the Blackwater
a temporary jetty during construction, just
under 2,000 feet long and a permanent jetty
extending 66 feet to 231 feet beyond high
water springs, for boats carrying the huge
components for the power station (up to 4
boatloads a day during the long construction
phase).
This massive and menacing radioactive
complex will be within 2 miles of West

 



Mersea (population around 10,000
permanent residents) utterly transforming
a beautiful and peaceful waterland into a
dangerous, industrial wasteland. It may
literally bring about the industrialisation
of the Dengie, destroying the lives of many
residents with plans for heavy transport
on the narrow roads between villages,
accommodation for both a permanent and a
transient workforce and disrupting the rural,
tranquil and fabulously rich ecology of this
remote area.
It is estimated by the developer that
10,000 workers will be on site at the peak
of construction, 3,000 of whom it is hoped
will be local. That leaves 7,000 requiring
accommodation and much of that will be
provided very close to Bradwell Village. It is
not known where so many workers will come
from but it is conceded that they will not all
by any means come from the UK.
Intake and outfall pipelines will suck in water
from the shallow estuary and discharge toxic
effluent into the Marine Conservation Zone,
imperilling its precious stores of oysters,

fish and other life. Damage to the diverse
and important habitats within the many
designated areas on the Dengie Peninsula
and the surrounding waters of the Marine
Conservation Zone seems inevitable and
mitigation almost impossible. Apart from
the Colchester Native Oyster, there are
many wetland birds, including around 7%
of the world’s overwintering Brent Geese,
breeding birds, mammals, reptiles as well
as rare/uncommon plants and nationally
important invertebrate species that rely on
these habitats.
‘And all for a nuclear station that will be
surplus to requirements by the time it starts
operating in the late 2030s,’ said Andy
Blowers.
Before that, local communities will have to
endure 9 – 12 years of disruption, noise,
light pollution, disturbance and movement
of heavy traffic while the gigantic project is
being built.
All this on a site which is threatened by the
impacts of the climate emergency, which gets
more serious with each passing day.
‘The whole proposal is so outrageous that
it should be inconceivable that it would get
permission to go ahead’, commented Peter
Banks, BANNG’s Co-ordinator. ‘But, just to
make sure, people need to make the strongest
possible protest against these plans now,
before it is too late. Apathy is not an option!
Contrary to the impression the developer
wishes to convey, Bradwell B is not a done
deal’.
Details of the current consultation are on the
BANNG website at www.banng.info

Calls for Bradwell B Public Consultation to be halted

I

n the wake of the coronavirus epidemic,
Bradwell B has cancelled two-thirds of
the exhibitions it had planned as part of
its public consultation on its proposals for a
new nuclear power station. But, the company
is still calling for feedback on its plans to be
given at any time up to 27 May.
BANNG has protested that the partial
consultation will be only partially informed
and consequently feedback will be
unrepresentative of the views of the whole
of the Blackwater communities. Prof. Andy
Blowers, Chair of BANNG has written to the
Chinese company developing the proposals
urging that the consultation be terminated
altogether.
‘We have already pointed out that the
consultation is premature, taking place before
detailed discussions with the regulators have
begun and years before a full application for
permission to develop could be made. It is

incomprehensible that Bradwell B is pressing
on with a partially completed process, the
more so now while people are distracted with
the epidemic in full swing.’
The exhibitions that did take place were well
attended, engaging in robust discussion
where citizens were able to question the plans
and make clear in face-to-face exchanges
with company staff their concerns about
the imposition of a massive nuclear complex
on the Dengie peninsula. The meetings
at Maldon and Bradwell Village were well
attended and informative.
‘There is really no substitute for direct
interaction and scrutiny of plans. Responding
online or by post is obviously valuable but
a one-dimensional form of participation.
In any case there are substantial numbers
who do not have ready access to online
information and who may be unable to visit
the places where information is provided.’

Exhibitions were cancelled at ten places,
including the only three to the north of
the Blackwater at Mersea, Tollesbury and
Brightlingsea. This means that there will be
no direct face-to-face feedback from these
areas on issues of concern, such as the impact
of cooling water, the problem of emergency
planning, threats to precious habitats and
marine ecosystems, storage of radioactive
wastes and other matters.
In his letter to BRB, Andy Blowers comments:
‘A partially completed consultation can only
result in a partial understanding of issues
of concern to the public. By terminating the
exhibitions the full extent of public concern
will not be manifested’.
BANNG, therefore, urges BRB to cancel the
consultation as a whole and to re-run it at a
later date, if the company still thinks it worth
proceeding with the project
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The Huntsman & Hounds

Tel: 01621 741126

A magnificent example of a 16th century thatched
country pub set in lovely gardens, boasting a rather
excellent selection of well kept beers, wines & lagers

01621 741162

CLOSED UNTIL

<<<< See Menu on our Website <<<<

Home cooked food available 7 days a week

Lunchtimes

Evenings

FURTHER NOTICE

Mon - Sat
Tues, Wed, Thurs
12noon - 2.15pm
6.00pm - 8.45pm
Sunday Roast 12.30pm - 4.00pm
www.huntsmanandhounds.co.uk
Green Lane - Althorne - Essex - CM3 6BJ

Telephone:

01621 740998
FULLY AIR CONDITIONED
RESTAURANT AND TAKEAWAY

FULLY LICENSED BAR
10% discount on takeaways
( collection orders only, over £10 )

INDIAN CUISINE

at
THE MAYLAND MILL
Award Winner

Opening Hours
EVENING
Mon – Thu 5:00pm – 10:00pm
Fri & Sat 5:00pm – 11:00pm
LUNCH
Mon – Sat Bookings Only
Sun 12:00noon – 10:00pm

Email: Editor@TheMayl.com						

SUNDAY BUFFET
12noon- 4:00pm
Adults £11.25 per head
Children £6.50 per head
Eat as much as you like
Extensive range of dishes
Different every week
ZARA INDIAN CUISINE
The Mayland Mill
Steeple Road
Mayland CM3 6EG
Info@zaramayland.com
www.zaramayland.com
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MALDON DISTRICT COUNCIL
Support for Local Businesses and Individuals

The Government has announced a range of
measures to help businesses through this
challenging time.
The package of support is intended to help
individuals and businesses to ensure the
impact of the Covid-19 disease is minimised.
Getting help to our residents and business
is a high priority to us and we will make sure
that more information is provided as soon
as we receive it. In the meantime, here is a
summary of the current position.

Individuals

More information will be made available on
our website and via social media as soon as
possible.
If you wish to register an interest in making a
claim, please continue to look at our website
where details on how to do this will be made
available in the coming days.

Businesses
Details of the support currently being made
available can be found on our website and via
Government support for businesses.

The Government has pledged additional
funding of £500 million (nationwide) for
council tax relief through existing local
Council Tax Support Schemes.

Businesses do not need to apply for business
rates relief as they are based on the receipt of
business rates reliefs and rateable values. We
will process your business rates relief changes
as soon as we can and issue your revised bills.

They have also pledged additional support for
those claiming help with rent, either directly
from the Council through Housing Benefit or
through Universal Credit.

If you believe you will be eligible for a grant,
please continue to look at our website and
social media for further updates.

We are currently awaiting more guidance on
these from the Government and from our
software providers.

Details on how we will be dealing with the
grants and how you can make sure that
we have the correct contact information,

including the bank details where the money
needs to be paid, will be made available as
soon as possible.

More help for businesses:
• HM Revenue & Customs has launched
a Tax Helpline to help businesses
concerned about paying their tax due
to Coronavirus. The number is 0800
0159 559.
• Companies House has produced online
guidance for companies affected by
Coronavirus and who need more time
to file their accounts.
• Visit the ACAS website to read
information for employees and
employers, including simple steps to
help protect the health and safety of
staff.
• Go to the British Chambers of
Commerce’s website for advice on
preparing for and responding to
Coronavirus.
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Relocated to larger Showroom... Lots more Choice... Many New Lines

We Supply and Fit...
Laminate
Carpets
Vinyl
LVT

Carpets & Flooring
The Flooring Store that comes to your Door!
or why not Visit our New Large Showroom!

find us on

Telephone: 01621 928770 - 07718 063942

Highly Experienced Fitters
Options to suit ALL budgets
1000’s of Samples to choose from
Domestic & Contract Work Undertaken
Any Written Quote beaten by at least 10%

FREE Home Quotations

VERY COMPETITIVE PRICES

All work Fully Insured and Guaranteed

Email: info@aclarkecarpets.com

ROOMSIZED REMNANTS
AT

UNBEATABLE PRICES

Web: www.aclarkecarpets.com
Unit 1, Red Lion Business Centre, Burnham Road, Latchingdon CM3 6JH
Email: Editor@TheMayl.com						
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www.TheMayl.com

EMAIL YOUR UPCOMING EVENTS TO
WHATSON@THEMAYLANDSMAYL.COM

THIS MONTH'S WHAT'S ON LIST
WILL FIT ON THE BACK OF THIS!

JBR

FENCING & LANDSCAPING
Specialist in all Types of Fencing
Landscaping and Gardening
Hedges Trimmed
Trees Lopped & Felled
Gates, Sheds and Bases
Grass Cutting
Patios
Turfing
All Rubbish Cleared

01621 773058 or 07553 094633
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COFFEE, CAKE & COMPANY
Steeple Village Hall, Every Wednesday

ALL MEETINGS CLOSED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE
DURING THIS TERRIBLE UNPRECEDENTED
PERIOD OF UNCERTAINTY IN THE WORLD
IF ANYONE IS IN NEED OF HELP OF
ANY KIND - PLEASE CALL KAY
Even if you just feel like a chat!

07846 245571
01621 773403

COVID-19 Corona Virus
Mayland Support Team

Are you
Vulnerable? Elderly?
Self Isolating?
We’re here to help with....

Shopping,
Prescription Collection
Dog Walking
Or, Just a Friendly Chat!
Call our dedicated phone line

01621 491026
C H PLASTERING
Plastering and

General Building Work

Completed to a Very High Standard

BAPTIST CHURCH
FROM THE PASTORS DESK

W

here do I start. Keith and I should have been just
getting back from a cruise - but it was cancelled at
the last minute because of the virus. Sad but just
as well. Linda our secretary was stuck in Lanzarote, in their
two room apartment, with armed security men patrolling the
corridors to stop anyone going out. This was frustrating for us
BUT for those that have the virus, or worse, lost someone to
it - devastating.
We read in 'Our Daily Bread' Sudden change, however is not
simply a weather phenomenon. It's sometimes the very nature
of life. James 4 v:13-14 reminds us, "Now listen, you who say,
'Today or tomorrow we will go here or there or do this or that.'
Why, you do not even know what will happen tomorrow".
Life is a journey with many unpredictable elements. This
is precisely why James warns us to turn from "arrogant
schemes" (16) that do not take Father God into account. As
he advised us, "You ought to say, 'If it is the Lord's will, we
will live and do this or that'" (v,15) The events of our lives
may be uncertain, but one thing is certain: through all life's
unexpected moments, our Father God will never leave us. He
is our one constant throughout life. By Bill Crowder
The one important thing I do know is that we have Father God
with us. He watches over us all, as James 4 states.
Two more things...
1) Can you all look out for your neighbours at this difficult
time and I don't just mean 'next door' and consider if bulk
buying, it might mean someone else might have to go 		
without.
2) Please pray into this situation that the world finds itself
in.
Pray for those who have the virus, Pray for those looking after
and treating the sick (families, doctors, nurses etc)
Pray for those that have lost loved ones and last but not least
pray for those in authority trying to do their best.
By now you will know we the Baptist along with the Church
of England have ceased holding church services until we are
told it is safe to hold them again. St. Barnabas Family Centre
chapel will be open on Sunday mornings for private prayers.
(keeping 6ft (2 mtr) away from each other.)
I pray that God will bless you all through this difficult time.
- Meryl Scrivener, Deacon -

PAINTING AND DECORATING SPECIALIST

Internal and External
plus Minor Repairs

Competitive Prices - 35yrs Experience

Full Liability Insurance - 40 Years Experience
Free Quotes - Email: Davidprt@hotmail.co.uk

Call Chris: 01621 772305 or 07780 503212

Telephone David: 07949 803201
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Leave It to Me
Empty Property Management 
Decluttering 
Organisation and Planning 
Whatever your needs Judith and her team will provide a
trustworthy and capable service which is second to none
See our website for testimonials from satisfied customers

www.leave-it-to-me.co.uk
07715 167752
jdthhood@gmail.com

Judith Hood

DENGIE HANDYMAN
GARDENING, PAINT & DECORATING
ALL TYPES OF GLAZING, LOCKS, FENCING,
DRIVEWAY, PATIO, & GUTTERING CLEANING
BLOCKED DRAINS - MAN WITH VAN

advertise in
the maylands mayl
for less than a

tenner!

WE DO MOST JOBS, SO GIVE US A CALL
FOR A RELIABLE ON TIME LOCAL SERVICE

CALL 07799 265804

BRADWELL
ST LAWRENCE

TILLINGHAM
STEEPLE
MAYLANDSEA

COLD NORTON

LATCHINGDON

MAYLAND

SOUTHMINSTER
ALTHORNE

The Maylands Mayl is distributed free
throughout The Dengie. Areas included
are Mayland, Maylandsea, Steeple,
St Lawrence, Bradwell, Latchingdon,
Cold Norton, Southminster and Burnham.
We also have collection points in Cold
Norton, Bradwell, Mayland, St Lawrence
and Tillingham.

BURNHAM
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SLIMMING WORLD WITH KAY
TUESDAY - 4.00PM & 6.00PM
also

WEDNESDAY - 9.30AM

CLOSED UNTIL

ST BARNABAS FAMILY CENTRE,
IMPERIAL AVENUE, MAYLAND

WEDNESDAY - 5PM
& 7PM
FURTHER
NOTICE
VILLAGE HALL, ARCADIA ROAD,
BURNHAM ON CROUCH CM0 8EF

CALL KAY - 07889 143934
slimmingworld.co.uk

0344 897 8000
Email: Editor@TheMayl.com						
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Steeple Community Group
gave residents a Mother’s Day surprise
with the first of many planters for the village
Thank you Dawn Mercer and Kay

Essex

Imagine a
retirement
where you can
do more of the
things you love

Largest Independent Oven Cleaning Company in Essex
totally Trusted by over 8,000 Customers in the Region

With a lifetime mortgage

WE CLEAN ALL KINDS OF APPLIANCES

Do more of the things you love
with the help of your home.

Oven Cleaning
BBQ Cleaning
Range Ovens
Microwaves

If you’re 55 or over and a
homeowner, find out how you
can release a tax-free lump
sum to help you fund your
retirement dreams.
A lifetime mortgage is a loan
secured against your home.
The loan, plus interest, is repaid
when the last borrower dies or
moves into long-term care.

Odour Free, Eco friendly domestic cleaning that
will have your appliance looking as good as new

Arrangement fee may apply.
There may be cheaper ways
to borrow.
To find out more, talk to us
today or give us a call on:

01245 806119
Equity release may impact the size of your estate and it could affect your entitlement
to current and future means-tested benefits.
Hayley Noye trading as Blackberry Mortgage Services is an Appointed Representative of New Leaf
Distribution Ltd. who are authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. Number 460421
Head Office First Floor Princess Caroline House 1 High Street Southend on
Sea Essex SS1 1JE. Company registration Number 5520001.

B L AC K B E R R Y

Hob & Extractor
Fridge Freezer
AGA Cleaning
Dishwashers

O R TG A G E

SERVICES

All Staff
are
DBS Checked

Trading
Standards
Approved

Book your clean now!
www.essexovencleaners.co.uk

01245 451003 - 07816 762869
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For your stress-free
move ...

... and all your estate agency
needs – 01621 782652

How to Backup your
Computer Files

S

top for a moment to consider the files on
your PC. Family photos, business and legal
documents, emails from distant relatives
or maybe documents relating to your pastime.
All of these files are important to you and it
might be anything from a disaster to a complete
catastrophe if they were lost.
Computer hard disk failures are common, and
when they fail, recovery of the files stored
on them is all but impossible. To avoid this
potential disaster make sure you make regular
backups to another device. There are two easy
ways of doing this, either by using an external
disk that will plug into the USB port on your
computer or by uploading your files to the
internet (cloud backup).

Not everyone will be comfortable uploading
their photos and files to the cloud, while
in theory they should be safe and private,
experience tells us this might not always be the
case. If you would prefer to keep your backups
under your control then you should use a
backup disk.

»»

SWF OFFICE OPEN

7 DAYS A WEEK

Cloud Backups
If you have a Google account (gmail, youtube
etc) you will get 15 GB of free storage space. To
back up to your Google drive do the following:
Log into Google, click on the dot-menu top
right and click on "Drive". On the drive page
you can click new - new upload where you can
choose the files or folders on your computer to
upload to google drive.
Backing up to a Microsoft drive account is a
similar process, log into microsoft, click on
onedrive, and click the upload button to upload
your files. Windows 10 users also have the
onedrive app that allows you to specify a folder
that will automatically be uploaded to your
onedrive account.

Tel: 01245 426 163 | Email: info@ahead4.com
117 Hullbridge Road, South Woodham Ferrers, CM3 5LL

www.ahead4.com
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Mayland Support Team
Your friendly neighbourhood volunteers!
Everyone is aware of this awful pandemic sweeping
across the globe. This is the worst peacetime era in
history! But, we think it’s important to keep our
community spirits up, and help each other during
this unprecedented time.
That’s why, along with myself, Linda Haywood, Andy
Beck, Seema Tee, Stuart Parkes, and Sandra Burridge,
we have formed an army of fantastic helpers all ready
to do whatever they can to support those in need.

»

Disk Backups

All computer / electronic stores will sell
external hard disks, they typically cost about
£50, but for this you will get a huge amount
of backup space that easily store all of your
photos, videos and documents. If you don't
need so much storage space you can buy small
thumb-drives for under £10 that will give
you enough storage for thousands of photos
and documents. If you buy a thumb drive you
are best looking for well-known brands such
as Kingston or SanDisk, as the unbranded
cheaper makes can be unreliable.
Once you have your disk, plugged into your
computer it should appear as a new drive letter,
usually D: you can use file explorer to drag files
and folders onto the new disk. A better way is
to use a backup program, Windows 7 and 10
both come with a backup app.
On Windows 7 click on the start menu, and
type "backup" follow the on- screen instructions
to choose your documents and photos etc and
then choose the destination (your new drive).
On Windows 10 you will need to use "File
History". Open file history, click on add drive
(your new drive) and that's it, it will back up
your files once an hour to your new drive. This
will require you leave the external drive plugged
in as it is a continuous process rather than a
one-off backup.
In an ideal world you should probably do both
local and cloud backups as sometimes even
backups fail
- article by M Pickford -

We realise that in Mayland we’re more isolated
and for those who now have to self isolate we
want to ensure they remain part of our village.
We have elderly people living alone, whom are now no
longer able to access their local village or surrounding
areas due to this outbreak.
Along with that we have families having to self isolate
and these vulnerable people are why we have formed
this group.
We have a dedicated phone line that is being manned
everyday by your local residents within the village.
We will be providing a random password, changed
daily to ensure an aspect of safety for elderly people
answering their doors.
I want to take this opportunity to thank everyone for
coming together, the generosity has been humbling,
and we know that everyone in our beautiful village
will come together, and support each other, because,
together, we are better!
Kelly Maerz
And the Mayland Support Team

Mayland Support Team
We’re here to help with....

Shopping,
Prescription Collection
Dog Walking
Or, Just a Friendly Chat!
Call our dedicated phone line

01621 491026
Email: Editor@TheMayl.com						

April 2020 The Maylands Mayl 15

A

pril represents an excellent
time to initiate projects
related to resources or
finances you share with others.
Ask for clarification about
your responsibilities and the
expectations of others to prevent
your loyalty from being taken
advantage of. Carefully consider
purchases by making practical and
pragmatic investments for the
future.
Combining your natural
determination with diplomacy
will be rewarded at the end of the
month and Jupiter is poised to
support decisions related to your
independence.

S

T

his month will bring
spontaneity and freedom
to express your unique style
more confidently.

F

Allow yourself to be flirtatious
with life’s joys and relax a little
more than usual.

ocus will be rewarded with
a clear direction for moving
forward with your career or
academic studies. Relationships
are inspired by Jupiter who
leads you towards fun and new
experiences with somebody
sharing your world view and sense
of adventure.
Control your restlessness with
a detailed plan for the future,
and travel specifically. Use your
imaginative nature to focus on
optimistic plans that can calm you
during times of uncertainty. Don’t
waste energy considering too
many options at once, trust your
gut instincts.

Old friends, or discarded projects,
will come back into your life with a
profound new enthusiasm.
Personal privacy could be an issue,
so be sure to invest in the space
you need for yourself. Adapting
to new situations will be easier
than usual and your energy will be
supported by Mars to remain high.

olar energy enhances your
creativity or enjoyment of
the arts, and taking time
out to experience something fun
or musical will lift your spirits.
Mercury brings a message from
somebody offering you a new
financial or career opportunity
which sparks your interest.

enus makes you looks
and feel attractive, and
your taste and expression
is admired by others more than
once. Don’t make any major
decisions this month, instead use
your resourcefulness to maximise
opportunities and plan for future
success.

V

B

Patience and steady action
towards your goals brings you
joy and esteem as you learn to
rely on your skills and abilities.
Second changes for romance and
excitement appear towards the
end of the month.

Keeping your calm for longer
than usual is critical when a past
acquaintance reappears without
warning, avoid the temptation to
react in the heat of the moment,
or try to manipulate the situation,
and instead focus on diplomacy.

You enjoy a new sense of group
direction and cohesion with
friends who are drawn to your
personality and attitude to life.

old and optimistic ambitions
must take priority over
concerns which are holding
you back; there is no place for fear,
doubts or indecision this month.
Instead of starting new projects
you will get much satisfaction
from completing unfinished
tasks, specifically round the
home – freeing up mental energy
for bigger goals just around the
corner.
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V

A

enus brings patience
and calmness to your
friendships while Mars
brings passion and excitement
to more intimate connections.
Unexpected expenses related
to your home or car ignite
unwarranted fear, and remaining
calm is rewarded with a pleasant
surprise. Beware of getting into
contractual agreements without
meticulous scrutiny, even those
with the best intentions can be
misinformed. Constructive use
of your time and energy prevents
bickering with others who have a
difference of opinion about how
things should be done.

pril is the perfect month to
seek a deeper meaning in
life, and peaceful reflection
will bring more prosperity than
unbridled ambition.
Take care when negotiating
matters of the heart to prevent
tensions escalating. Assert
yourself gently in any arguments
to reduce your tendency to
dominate the situation or ignore
the opinions of others.
Work prospects present a
new project which may have
unexpected problems hidden
beneath a shiny exterior; be openminded when new information is
presented to you.

T

M

his month you can draw
upon the dynamic and
active energy of Mars to
fuel your projects and passions.
Your usual patience is tested, and
inhibitions reduced, when you
choose to speak out against what
others are saying.
Making a list of goals and gradually
ticking them off will bring you
great pleasure, especially midmonth as the moon helps forgotten,
unconscious, dreams come to
fruition. Burn off excess energy, or
frustration, with fun movement,
dance or child-like play.
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ake decisions but
don’t commit; test out
preferences to be sure
they are what you want, and not
what others expect of you. Be wary
of tempting offers promising more
than they can deliver; instead
focus on partnerships you can
trust.
As Venus enters your financial
zone you desire luxury and choose
should put your needs first, before
others drain your hard earned
rewards. You’re motivated by a
new friend who enjoys your wit
and humour, propelling your social
confidence.

T

hink carefully before acting
too rashly in relation
to unexpected expenses;
draw upon your analytical skills
to consider all options before
acting.
Kindness and generosity of spirit
will be rewarded as Mars provides
the power and practical skills to
create a friendly alliance.
Venus brings romance towards
the end of the month and you
seem to be in exactly the right
place at the right time for an
enjoyable adventure. A new look
will help you feel more confident.

M

ercury enhances your
ability to communicate
your ideas and desires
clearly, and those around you
listen with obvious interest. April
is the perfect time to invest in
a new style or reinvent how you
want to be perceived. Supportive
friends encourage a new social
extroversion that brings joy and
novel experiences.
Allow others to help you make big
decisions by being open-minded
and less sensitive to the opinion
of others, they have your best
interests at heart.
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“W

hat colour is that coat?” asks a
teacher by the gate.
I glance down at my coat sleeves. Is it purple
or burgundy? Damn it, I am not even sure. I
settle for burgundy.
“It’s-”
A child interrupts me from behind me.
“Oh, I totally, um, I’m sorry Mr Smith,” says
a boy in a blue raincoat.
“The policy is clear. You’ve been here, what,
two years now? Hand it over.”
Mr Smith unfurls his right hand rather
imperiously, leaving one authoritative
finger dangling in the air like an arrogant
sorcerer.
“But come on, sir...”
Nothing doing. Smithy remained unmoved,
he was a balding Ceberus guarding the
rusted school gates of hell. Nothing of
colour was going to get past him today.
I hurry away and though I am only three
yards past the gate, I find myself already
questioning my choice of career. How am
I going to survive in this place? It isn’t so

much kids. I've always loved kids. It’s them.
The teachers. The rules. The stiffness.
My thoughts are interrupted as a tiny
molecule of a child whizzes past me and
through the front door. His bag hangs
ominously on his back like an over-sized
shell on a snail.
I follow the suits into what is bound to be
the staff room. The doors to the room are
lined with smart looking students wearing
silver ties as opposed to the black I'd
remember seeing on induction day. They
must be prefects. Not quite nerds; not quite
cool, yet, contrary to the laws of science,
prefects have somehow carved out a life of
academic and social popularity. I decline
their offer of stale biscuits.
The staffroom reeks of a corporate banality.
I sit with my legs outstretched and lay back
slightly, taking in the sights around me. You
see, for a teacher, the staff room on the first
day is no different to what the classroom
or playground is for the child. We size each
other up and scope out every detail. Every
bead of sweat belies some fear. Every strand
of silk suggests some class. Every keen
question reveals a pathetic people pleaser.
Who’s too formal? Who’d be the first to
quit? Who's who? Questions fly across the

staff room and deflect off the shiny white
walls.
The staff are juxtaposed into two camps: the
fresh faces of the new trainees, sparkling
and smiling versus the tired, pugnacious
faces of the old timers. On a side note, the
PE teachers look like they haven't done a
single press up between them anytime this
decade.
As we split off into department-based
discussions and we are introduced to one
another, I weigh up an inappropriate joke
but decide against. Maybe in a week or two.
As the meeting comes to a close, the Head
of English, Miss J gets up. She looks around
twenty five.
“Welcome to the department. If you need
anything, you can come to me or to Chris,
he's second in charge. Stick to the lessons
on the drive and maintain behaviour.
Remember, repeated interruptions add up
and take away hours of valuable teaching
time. Good luck!”
She finishes with a smile that is devoid of
life. Is this what teaching does to you? I
hope not. I liked my smile and I didn't want
to lose it.
I walk in to Miss J's classroom to observe
her first two lessons. I count over forty
interruptions which destroy the teaching
environment. By the time the bell rang for
breaktime, her authority and self respect lay
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littered somewhere on the classroom floor,
probably under the shoes of class 8X.

I write my name and the date and title on
the board for the very first time.

To spare her blushes, I head straight for
the staff toilets before she can grab me.
As I wash my hands, I remember Ceberus
from earlier, how he followed an imperative
with deadly silence and a pointed finger. It
seemed to work.
As I practice my finger wagging in the
mirror, I notice a man with a shaggy and
tired face watching me closely.

The trick about my previous reputation
worked, the silence pervades the class and
the children finish their task earlier than
expected.

“No sixth-formers in the staff toilet!”

I look at them. Just a few months ago they
were top dogs in primary school. Now they
each wore the wide-eyed look of a dazed
cat. But I didn't want them to fear me. Fear
teaches nothing. I want to connect with
them.

“Well, thanks for the compliment but I'm a
teacher.”

I shut the door so Miss J next door can't
hear me.

“Oh-”

“I want every one in this class to tell me one
thing they love and one thing they’re good
at. You have four minutes to discuss it with
the person next to you and then I want to
hear from everyone.”

“Forgive me sir.” He says with the smile of a
caretaker who has seen it all.
As I walk to my first lesson as a teacher,
I find myself Googling 'How to grow and
accelerate beard growth'.
The Year 7's are waiting outside my door.
There are a cluster of kids at the back pulling
each other's ties.
“Right troops. I need a straight line on the
double. Girls, you may go inside and sit by
yourselves. There are two seats to a table.
Boys after they have gone in, you may
follow. Boy girl seating plan.”
I didn't even plan to say those exact words
but a sort of rhetorical flow takes over me.
And it keeps on flowing.

They each share their answers and the
classroom blossoms with their distinct
personalities.
After they have gone, the year 10's trickle
in. The class goes unexpectedly well. They
are a top-set class and I had planned to
stretch their analysis of literary symbolism.
“Why is the sycamore leaf the perfect
symbol for humanity?” I ask

“Life is finite. Precious yet weak”
“Because we are all part of a community,
just as the leaves are part of the tree. Yet
when we pass, we have to pass alone.”
The answers tumble out of their little
mouths and I sprawl them out on the white
board. Their intelligence is astounding and I
decide at that moment that I will introduce
them to complex literary theory way beyond
the syllabus's requirements.
As the day comes to a close, I am all smiles.
I had planned to mark and plan but I
spend an entire hour laying on the floor
of the classroom and admiring the white
board and my awful attempts to capture
the eternal creativity of my students. My
students...
At 4.30pm, I leave my classroom and lock
the door.
I sense someone standing behind me with a
lifeless smile.
“Excuse me, sir, can I have a word about
how you ended your year seven class in the
morning?”
And so it begins.
- article by Mr T -

“Because we all die”

“Right, I just want to say that I am also new
to this school too. I had to move from my
previous school because apparently I was
too strict. Parents accused me of trying to
break the detention record. So, let's not get
me the same reputation here, okay?”
I unfurl my right hand. There is complete
silence. Thank you, Ceberus!
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READERS

Opinions Expressed by Contributors
Dear Editor,

Dear Editor,

Dear Editor,

I am writing in response to Carol and
Glenn's letter in last month's Mayl. It may
interest you to know that there was scheme
that invited women on the Dengie to have
their breast screening start five years earlier
at 45 rather than the usual age of 50.

I am writing to implore all residents of
the Blackwater to attend one of the public
consultation exhibitions for the PROPOSED
Bradwell B site.

What a shock when the leaflet came
through the door for the plans for Bradwell
B. The size of it! It dwarfs the original
reactor buildings.

A lot of people seem to believe that the
plant is " a done deal", it is not. I left the
Bradwell Village Hall today horrified at the
size the final plant would be, the amount
of workers and workers accommodation
and the proposed bypass roads and HGV
facilities that we are expected to endure for
9 to 12 years.

The objection that it would raise the
temperature of the river so affecting the
marine life was overcome by the 2 proposed
cooling towers which are to be 50 - 60
metres high with a base width of 160m each
tower!

At one of the recent "planning exhibitions"
I asked a specialist about the reported
hot spots for cancers in the area and in
particular a report about the cumulative
danger to the oyster fishers on the
Blackwater. (this just happened to be
the one that I remembered) The expert
dismissed my question saying their test
showed no danger levels at point of testing
and that he knew nothing about higher
cancer levels in the area.
Then he scoffed and implied that any
problems in the past were down to lax, poor
practice and "would not happen again". I did
not feel reassured.
It may interest readers to know that when
another representative was asked the
question "Can we stop this", he replied that
people had to fill in the forms to object to
the roads. I told him that "I meant the whole
thing, the Power Station, because it seems
to be set in stone " He looked surprised and
asked where I got that idea? I replied that
this impression is given by the language
their literature and mailshots.
He said that this is an early stage and that
nothing is definite. But it will be if not
enough people object to the plans, he also
mentioned two other reactors in the UK
that did not go ahead due to the expense of
the venture.
He said that if not enough people objected
now then they could proceed as and how
they preferred.
It is useful to know that you don't have to
make the best of a bad lot as they would
have you choose. Instead you CAN say you
don't want any of it. The point is - a lot of us
scattered over this beautiful peninsula have
to come together to object.

The stress to the area is, in my opinion,
intollerable. We moved to this area to get
away from the noise, dirt and disruption
of a London Borough. The Bradwell B site
will bring all of that and have a far more
negative impact on the local wildlife,
particularly the Oysters, than we were led to
believe. Go along and ask the environmental
health officer in attendance, he was more
than happy to discuss it in detail with me.
This is not set in stone though, only by
going to one of the exhibitions and seeing
for yourself how badly this will impact our
beautiful area can you really understand.
The government is asking for cleaner and
renewable energy, why can't they just
expand on the existing wind farm?
I implore you, again, to go along. Fill out the
questionnaire and tell all concerned that we
don't want their plant. Only if we all stand
together and use a collective voice can we
put a stop to this.
Kind Regards,
K Palmer, Mayland

Dear Editor,
Ignorant, stupid, selfish. Three words that
describe the idiots that have been 'panic
buying'.

Hope this helps

Perhaps it should be renamed imbecilic
buying although they probably wouldn't
know what that means.

N Macnab

Kind regards, M Farrant, Mayland

With rising sea levels the area is at risk from
flooding, they come back with building a
base 3 metres above the existing sea wall
height then the monstrous buildings on top.
Roads aren't wide enough, well make them
wider put in new ones park and rides for the
construction workers to reduce traffic.
Even suggesting one way in another road
out.
1000's of construction workers milling
about our villages, as a lot will be living on
site,. 9 - 12years for the construction period
with lorries thundering down our country
lanes, noise of the building work for those
living in Bradwell.
If you think the existing power lines are
a blot on the landscape the replacement
towers will be hideously huge to carry the
vast mega watts being produced roughly
6 - 7 times more power than the old power
station.
The Dengie is an important site for
overwintering birds such as the hundreds
of Brent Geese that winter here, lapwing,
oyster catchers , the farmland field edges are
shelter for Linnets, stonechats, dunnocks.
The Othona Community, the chapel of St.
Peters on the wall living beside this monster
will be robbed of their sanctity.
It will be like living in the middle of the
Corringham oil refinery.
Best of all we are letting the Chinese
government be in charge, a bully dictatorship
country who suppresses it's people,
No Thanks,
Lynne Leech, Mayland
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LETTERS O

n the 12th Feb Keith Sergeant from
Mayland came along to tell us the
second part of his life as a Fireman.

are Their Own...
Dear Editor,

Dear Editor,

Children's Play Area.

Local Mayland boy, Jack Browning (Artist
and Guitarist) aged 21, woke up to an email
last November from The White Buffalo
management asking if he would be willing
to create an album cover for the next album,
On The Willow's Walk.

Today, (18th March) while walking my dog
I came upon a group of very unruly youths
jumping and misusing the area for 2 to 8
year olds.
When I enquired of the said youths they
said they could not read and gave me a load
of abuse.
I find it very sad that a group of youths
have the potential to damage equipment
in this way, with the schools being closed
for the foreseeable future can we expect to
see more of this or will the person who is
responsible for the area be around to keep
an eye on the use of equipment.
Grandmother of children who enjoy the
play area, Mayland

Dear Editor,
Burnham Art Trail postboned.
In the light of present health directives and
consultation with the Art Trail Committee
we regret that this years Trail will not be
going ahead.
We are naturally disappointed but hope to
be able to hold a ‘comeback’ event later in
the year.
Triss & Sharon,
Burnham Art Trail Coordinators

Dear Editor,
Please could you bring to the attention of
Mayland residents not to put baby/cleaning
wipes down the toilet as this causes the
main sewer to block. After having a survey
done of the drains it shows that there are
tree roots in the drains and the wipes are
getting tangled up causing blockages.
Today Anglian Water pulled a bucket full of
wipes out, which caused the blockage and
therefore human waste to overflow out of
the drains onto the pavement and the road .
Kind Regards, Darren Pettyfer, Mayland
Email: Editor@TheMayl.com		

Jake (White Buffalo's real name) is also
touring the UK in March this year. The
artwork had to be sombre but offer a variety
of emotions to complement the other songs
so optimism, hope, love and heartbreak.
He has worked so hard over the past three
months.
The album is being produced by the 2 times
Grammy Award winner, Shooter Jennings.
Jack has been liasing with Jake personally,
and his management, over this time to get
the ambience of the painting agreed. He
has had to keep this very quiet during this
time - he's been bursting to tell all his family
and friends what he has been up to but was
sworn to secrecy until The White Buffalo
announced it personally last Friday 21st
February.
I am his Mum and so so proud of my boy
and thought he is worth a mention!
Check out Facebook to see Jack announcing
what he has been doing and the process he
used - and of course to see the Album Cover
- enjoy!
Best Wishes, Karen, Mayland

If YOU have an opinion,
we would love to hear it

Email: editor@themayl.com

Firstly he showed us the uniform and how
it had changed over the years, with todays
uniform being the best protection and
comfort they have ever had.
Then he went through all the different kinds
of breathing apparatus that they have used
over the years. The fire-engines too have
changed dramatically. The only thing that
has remained virtually unchanged are the
ladders.
When he described all the different situations
he found himself in, it made you realwhat a
dangerous job it is. This is such a vital service.
No two days were ever the same and he had
to face all kinds of danger on a daily basis.
Sometimes facing the horrors of losing
people and even friends who he worked with.
We thanked Keith for his very interesting
and informative talk.

I

t was just like a pamper evening on the
26th of February, when Nikki Parsons
came along to tell us about her job as a
massage therapist.
Firstly, she showed us how to do a hand
massage and then we all tried it out on each
other. Then she demonstrated an Indian
head massage on Carol, who clearly enjoyed
every moment. It was quite mesmerising
and soothing just watching it: all the chatter
ended as we concentrated on her every move.
Rosemary was the next person to be treated
to a face massage and again we watched
carefully as Rosemary‘s face was gently
massaged with little circles, making her feel
totally relaxed and sleepy. Not many people
were keen to bare their feet, but Carol
volunteered and had a soothing foot massage
as well.
We then asked Nicky different questions and
she gave out a price list for people who are
interested. She also does nails and waxing.
She has a studio in Maldon where she does
her treatments and you can contact her on
07967 105111 for more details.
- Chris Spash -

For more information about our club

Telephone on 01621 740458
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MALDON & DISTRICT COMMUNITY VOLUNTARY SERVICE
Coronavirus
Local Response

Emergency
Food Distribution

Telephone
Befrienders

The Coronavirus outbreak is moving at pace
and Maldon and District CVS is working
with a large number of community partners
to offer a coordinated approach to offers of
support and requests for help.

The Salvation Army Charity shop on
Maldon High Street has committed to being
a drop point for anyone wishing to make
donations of food to the Salvation Army’s
food distribution response.

At this time the community will need to
pull together to ensure the most vulnerable
in our community are supported and have
everything they need. The Salvation Army
will be co-ordinating grocery provision
and we will be linking with a network of
coordinators across the district in the form
of charities, parish councils and community
leaders to ensure that volunteers are
recruited and matched with those in need.

The Salvation Army are also working hard to
put procedures in place so that their Church
Hall, on Wantz Road, remains open as much
as possible for the donation, sorting and
distribution of food.

A local carers’ charity needs Telephone
Befrienders to contact Carers and older
people across Essex. Telephone Befrienders
provide support on the telephone to those
that may be socially isolated, offering
understanding and companionship.
This is more important now than ever.
As a volunteer you will be expected to be
empathetic, understanding and able to deal
with difficult and emotive conversations.
In return you will be offered an interesting
and rewarding experience, with ongoing
training and development, in a supportive
environment.
Please email volunteering@maldoncvs.org
or call 01621 851891 if you are able to help.

We will be looking for people to drive
supplies to hubs, to deliver groceries to the
door, to donate groceries to a hub, to help
with administration or to make ‘safe and
well’ checks by telephone. All contributions
will be welcomed, no matter how small.
If you want to help or are worried about
getting support please call 01621 851997 to
get in touch with the local delivery effort or
call 0300 303 9988 to speak to the Live Well
Link Well team who can help to put you in
touch with services.

Town Mayor of
Maldon's Award
Some good news! Maldon and District
Community Voluntary Service are proud
and delighted to be the recipients of this
year’s Town Mayor’s Award for Services to
the Community.
Director Sarah Troop and staff member
Catherine Kennelly were present at the
ceremony on 10th March to receive the
Award from Town Mayor Flo Shaughnessy.

Requests are already being received with
first basic food drops due to commence
around 20th March.
The Elim Church in Wantz Road which
operates Maldon Food Pantry is working in
tandem with the Salvation Army and their
service will continue as usual.
For further information on donating food
or volunteering please call 01621 851997.

M&DCVS
Volunteer
Centre Drop In
The Volunteer Centre Drop-in has been
cancelled until further notice. However,
please do email:
volunteering@maldoncvs.org.uk or
visit www.volunteeressex.org for more
information on general volunteering
enquiries.
Understandably some organisations have
withdrawn their volunteering opportunities
at this time as their focus is elsewhere.

Lottery Fund
Advice Sessions
Maldon and District CVS are pleased to
offer one hour advice sessions with the
National Lottery community fund local
advisor Danielle Lawrence. The free sessions
will provide an opportunity to discuss an
application to the Reaching Communities
programme which offers grants of over
£10,000 for up to five years.
Local community groups and charities
are invited to book into a session if they
have a project idea that could benefit from
funding. Of particular interest are idea
that can help make a positive change to
a community through bringing people
together, making improvements to places
and spaces that matter or helping people to
reach t heir potential.
The surgery will take place at the MDCVS
Offices in Heybridge with a limited number
of places.
To register your interest please contact
MDCVS Director Sarah Troop on:
01621 851891 or email:
sarah@maldoncvs.org.uk

If you would like to support the local emergency response effort Telephone: 01621 851997
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SWF ELECTRICAL
Tel: 01245 905751
Email: info@swfelectrical.co.uk

Over 25 years experience.
Domestic, Commercial & Industrial.
Full & Partial Rewires.
Fuse Board Upgrades.
Electric
Security & Outdoor Lighting.
Vehicle
Fault Finding.
Charging
Testing & Inspection.
Landlord Reports.
Maintenance.
Contact us today for
advice and a free quote

Industrial Services & Controls Ltd

www.swfelectrical.co.uk

W

ell this is certainly an Annus Horribilis to
top them all. Every year we celebrate on New
Year's Eve with great expectations for a better
year. January brought fires throughout drought-stricken
Australia, wiping out thousands of acres of trees, wildlife
and homes.
Then in the UK persistent wind and rain bringing misery
to many areas, devastating people's homes, lives and
businesses. The winds and high tides caused high water
levels, the pictures of Hythe Quay in Maldon, where the
barges were very nearly on the Quay, they were so high
in the water. The sail boats moored on the river looked
like bucking broncos, rocking on muddy brown water.
But who could have envisaged that a virus, which started
thousands of miles away in China, would then so quickly
spread worldwide with such devastating consequences?
Mrs May must be so happy she was ousted from
Government. What a responsibility for Boris to bear, will
his trademark mop of blond hair still be there after this.
We have had such pampered lives this is more than we
can comprehend. It has happened at the worst possible
time when businesses are struggling anyway and for
many, they are reliant on the good weather to bring in
money.

If, like me, you have a nice garden, it will be a salvation.
To look out now at the cheery daffodils, primroses,
camelias, pieris magnolias, forsythia, skimmias to name
just a few, to see the birds pairing up, collecting nesting
material, singing away you can almost forget the drama
going on in the World.
I have had several greenfinches regularly on the feeder
which is good to see. If I saw one previously, I would be
lucky. I'm hoping the sparrows will return to nest in the
box on the side of my house, last year was the first time
after years of having the box up. An enemy of sparrows,
the sparrow hawk, gave me a good view of it, when it sat
on my shed for 10 minutes keeping all the small birds
away from the feeder. No feathers about so it hadn't
been successful in procuring a meal.
I am lucky to be retired and the worst thing is giving up
my sports and singing groups (other than succumbing to
the virus of course) but I will have a tidy house and weed
free garden.
None of us know what's going to happen, who's safe, but
listening to the blackbird singing, and watching nature
getting on with it can only lift the spirits
Maisie
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MALDON DISTRICT
Coronavirus Impact
Cllr Adrian Fluker, Leader of Maldon District
Council, said: “Our overwhelming priority
is the health and wellbeing of our staff and
community during the coronavirus outbreak
“It is vitally important that we adhere to
the social distancing rules to stop the virus
spreading and this has meant that we have
had to make a number of difficult decisions,
and this is likely to continue.
“Disruption to and in some cases the
suspension of, some of our services is
inevitable but, I know the public will
understand the position we are facing in
order to stem the spread of coronavirus
and protect our NHS from coming under
intolerable pressure.
“The latest information is available on
this page, so please keep up to date on the
situation in the District, as changes are being
announced almost daily”.

Latest Impacts (as at 24 March 2020)
Following the announcements by the Prime
Minster on 23 March, please see the latest
impacts on our services...

Parks and Open Spaces
We have closed vehicular access to Promenade
Park as from today (24 March).

using our online form and if the matter is
extremely urgent by telephone on 01621
854477. Thank you for your understanding
at this challenging time.

Public Toilets
All public toilets have been closed as from
today (24 March) with the exception of the
RADAR scheme toilets.

Play Areas
All play areas have been closed as from 23
March in line the Government guidance.

Waste, Recycling, and Food Waste Collections
Should any changes be made to the Refuse,
Recycling or Garden Waste collection services
undertaken by our contractor SUEZ, we
will ensure that we provide updates on our
website. The Love Essex website will also
provide some latest update.

Bulky Waste Collections
There will be NO new bookings for bulky
waste collections but those which have
already been booked and paid for, will be
honoured.

Green Garden Waste Collections

Anyone who continues to visit our Parks
and Open spaces on foot, MUST follow the
Governments social distancing guidance of
keeping at least 2 metres apart.

The collections for existing green waste
subscribers will continue for the time
being. However, we cannot take on any new
subscribers as our contractor is unable to
acquire the new vehicle which is needed.

Pay and Display Car Park Machines

Planning

In order to protect the health and safety
of our customers and staff our car park
machines will only accept payment by card
or mobile phone app (www.myringgo.co.uk)

There will be no pre-application service
offered at this current time.

Council Committee Meetings

Unfortunately, we are not able to offer pest
control appointments, but our pest control
officer is happy to offer telephone advice
please make a request for a call back via our
online form.

All meetings of the Council have been
suspended. Following an extraordinary
meeting of the Council on 17 March 2020,
the Council has agreed that all Council,
Committee, Sub-Committee, Working
Groups and all like meetings be suspended
with immediate effect for the time being.

Council Offices
Further to the very latest Government advice
regarding the Coronavirus COVID-19, the
Council offices have closed with immediate
effect (24 March).
Please DO NOT visit the Council offices in
Princes Road. Instead please contact us

Pest Control Service

Events
Owing to advice from National Government
regarding Covid19, the Council has made the
decision to suspend all events in our parks
and open spaces until the end of June 2020
and this decision will be under continuous
review as the situation and advice evolves.
However, at this time, our parks will remain
open to the public but ask that all visitors to
the parks adhere to current advice regarding
social distancing.

Splash Park and Beach Huts, Promenade Park
Due to the coronavirus outbreak the splash
park will remain shut until further notice
Please go to www.visitmaldondistrict.co.uk
for more information.

COVID-19 - Community Pack
Organisations from across the Maldon
District are coming together to ensure that
our Community is supported throughout the
Coronavirus (COVID-19) epidemic. You can
download a copy from the Maldon Council
Website.
As you will have heard, local Councils are
being asked to support and coordinate
community hubs which will distribute food
and supplies via volunteers and key workers.
We are currently working with our partners
to establish this, in anticipation of the
guidance from the Government.

Business Support and Business Rates Budget
Announcement
The Government has published their latest
advice and support measures for people and
businesses through this period of disruption
caused by COVID-19, with further guidance
and information in the coming days and
weeks.
The Council is working to implement these
measures and to support our local businesses
as efficiently as possible. We recognise this
is a concerning time for our residents and
businesses alike and the situation is changing
on a daily basis.
At this time, it is not necessary for businesses
to contact the Council in regard to these
support measures and doing so may divert
our team and delay implementation of
the forthcoming support. We ask that you
continue to remain patient and calm, look
after yourselves, family and neighbours.
We will continue to bring you the most up-todate advice via our website.
The Department for Business, Energy
and Industrial Strategy have published
coronavirus guidance for employees,
employers and businesses. Visit the BEST
Growth Hub www.BestGrowthHub.org.uk
for further guidance for businesses.

General information – Coronavirus in Essex
The latest advice on the coronavirus
(COVID-19) is available on the Public
Health England (PHE) and NHS websites.
Updated information on the number of
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We are unable to elaborate on specific cases
and where in Essex these are due to patient
confidentiality.

“Following Government guidance to take
basic hygiene precautions remains the best
way of significantly reducing the chances of
spreading any virus: sneeze or cough into a
tissue, bin it, wash your hands frequently
and don’t touch your face unless you’ve just

Based on current evidence, Coronavirus
COVID-19 presents with flu-like symptoms
including a fever, a cough, or difficulty
breathing. The current evidence is that most
cases appear to be mild.
Essex County Council’s Director of Wellbeing,
Public Health and Communities, Mike
Gogarty said: “New cases of coronavirus
is nothing unexpected. We fully anticipate
an increase in numbers which is why our
services have planned for, and are ready, for
this situation.
Older residents or those with weakened
immune systems or long-term conditions
may experience more severe symptoms,
which is why it is important to help protect
ourselves and each other.

SPARKLEBRITE

LTD

coronavirus cases is published on the Public
Health England (PHE) website each day at
2pm. You can also use the PHE dashboard to
track coronavirus cases.

washed your hands. We should do this all day
every day as we should for flu.
“Good regular cleaning with normal
detergent of surfaces people touch regularly
or may cough onto, like door handles and lift
buttons, is also sensible”.

DOMESTIC
and
COMMERCIAL
CLEANERS

OVER 17 YEARS’ CLEANING EXPERIENCE

Daily, Weekly, Fortnightly or Monthly
One off Blitz
Spring Cleaning

Hygiene Cleans
House Clearances

Tel: 01621 744545 / 742288
Email: info@sparklebrite.co.uk

Unit 2, Red Lions Business Centre, Burnham Road, Latchingdon CM3 6JH

DELIVER
Different Areas Available
Good Rates of Pay
All Kit Supplied
More Information at:
www.TheMaylandsMayl.com/Delivery

THE

Get Pa
id to G
e
S ome
Exerci t
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Wisbey
Salvage & Spares

Salvage & Spares
01621 773533

Spares Available
Vehicle Engines & Gearboxes
Mirrors & Motor Assemblies
Body Panels and Trim
Radios & CD Players
Headlights & Glass
Tyres & Batteries

Call Us Now for a Free
No Obligation Quote
20 & 40 Yard Bins Available For Site Clearances

Metal and Vehicles Accepted
Collection Service Available
On Site Weighbridge
Fully Licensed Site
Instant Payment
Wisbey Salvage and Spares, Lower Farm, Steeple Road, Mayland CM3 6EG
Telephone: 01621 773533

BEST PRICES GIVEN

Email: info@wisbey.co.uk

DVLA REGISTERED
CERTIFICATE OF DESTRUCTION GIVEN

30 DAY GUARANTEE
ON ALL PARTS
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CORONAVIRUS
Dear residents,
I have never written to anyone on a more important subject.
I would ask that you please take a moment to read this
message.
We are facing the biggest challenge of our times. Coronavirus
is a killer.
If we do nothing, 500,000 people across our great country will
die. But that horrendous outcome will not happen, provided
we act.
The Government has issued good advice. But not all of us
are following it. This is not good enough. We MUST heed the
advice from Government.

Even though some schools across Essex will stay open, you
should ONLY take your children to them, if you have been
notified that you are a critical worker AND if you absolutely
have NO other option.

The NHS
If the epidemic peaks, as it has in Italy, which has a worldclass health system, the NHS will be overwhelmed.
We must not allow the ‘peak’ of the epidemic to outstrip the
NHS’s capacity to care.
Every single one of us can ensure that this nightmare scenario
does not happen.
In China, and South Korea, the spread of the virus has been
kept in check because Governments have acted quickly
enough, and people have followed advice. We must follow suit.

It is simple. And it is in our hands.
STAY HOME. SAVE LIVES.
Across Essex during the weekend of 22nd and 23rd march, we
saw people behaving in a way which was very much like going
about their usual business.
I will be blunt. This is not acceptable. We MUST socially
distance.

Our great County of Essex has always risen to the challenges
over the decades. This is the greatest one of our times.
Please, follow the advice. Stay Home. Save Lives.
Cllr David Finch, Leader, Essex County Council

Est
1995

Smart Motor Company

SERVICING & REPAIRS
To all makes of vehicle
MOT & DIAGNOSTICS
Telephone: 07768 132655
Unit 16 Mayland Ind Estate, Mayland CM3 6BE

Consultant: Karen Johnson
07971 756278 kazza3373@gmail.com facebook.com/121dietkarenj

YOU DRINK
THEATRE TRIPS

B&H TAXIS
Email: BandHTaxis @ gmail.com

WE DRIVE
DINNER DATES

6 & 8 Seater Cars available on request

ANY OCCASION

07896 553610

ANY LOCATION

We’ll meet your PLANES and BOATS and TRAINS and of course COACHES too!
Email: Editor@TheMayl.com						
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Jackie Clemence

I

t started on the sixth of July, 1988.
Piper Alpha, an oil and gas platform in
the North Sea, blew up. A hundred and
sixty-seven men were killed.
I was seven years old at the time, happily
doing normal seven-year-old things at
our family home in Staffordshire. I barely
noticed the news, but my parents definitely
did: my dad worked on the rigs. After Piper
Alpha, he didn’t want to go back to the
North Sea, so my family moved to Australia.
Compared to the West Midlands, living near
the beach in Western Australia provided
neverending opportunities for a girl to
develop a love of the ocean; as I grew older,
my Scout troop gave me a chance to learn,
explore and try new things. One of those
new things was a day-trip on a local sailtraining ship in 1995. I discovered that I
preferred being at sea to being in the sea.
The physical challenges, the teamwork, and
the giant rope climbing frame caught me in
their web. I found a part-time job, saved my
money, and in 1996 I completed a ten-day
voyage as a trainee on STS Leeuwin II.
Volunteering on a ship part-time while
completing high school was an interesting
balancing act, complicated by my decision to
study vessel operations by correspondence
on top of my normal studies. In 1999 I
dropped out of university to take a job on a
replica of a Dutch sixteenth-century sailing
ship, and I’ve never looked back.
In 2002, like so many sailors before me,
I signed-off that ship and found myself
broke and stranded in a foreign country. I
did what any self-respecting sailor would
do: I learned Dutch, found a job on a Dutch
sailing ship, and kept sailing.

every task that came up, and kept learning.
In 2004, I qualified as OOW.
I don't like being told what to do. That’s
an unfortunate trait for a deckhand,
as obedience is one of the primary job
requirements. In order to get a job where
I could give the orders rather than take
them, I needed a qualification and there
was only one way to get it: in my free time, I
continued to study.
After what seemed like a lifetime, all I
needed was to spend six months on a cargo
ship and I could sit an exam for my basic
qualification as a deck officer, known as an
Officer of the Watch (OOW) ticket.
Six months as a deckhand (ordinary
seaman, or OS) on a container ship running
between Germany, Finland and Russia
during winter was an education for a young
woman from an all-girls school in Australia.
Sailing ship crews are often close to half
female: cargo ship crews are most definitely
not. That container ship was typical:
the captain was Dutch; the officers and
engineers were from Russia and the Baltic
states; the rest of the crew were Filipino;
all were male. To say I didn't fit in is an
understatement. Despite that, I loved it.
The challenges of learning my job, learning
to fit in, learning to survive, learning how
to work in temperatures as low as forty-five
degrees below zero were new and exciting
to me. I was young, invincible, and the
oversized donated jacket from the Seamen's
Mission kept my gender hidden from the
stevedores (shore workers) as long as I kept
my mouth shut. I kept my mouth shut and
my eyes and ears open, volunteered for

My first ship as an officer was a sailing ship
in Bass Strait, Australia. We were knocked
down in a storm and I experienced my
first official accident investigation. It was a
pointed lesson in the importance of always
maintaining sufficient evidence to justify
my decisions to people ashore who had no
idea what I was talking about.
My next series of ships were with a
company that ran small cargo ships in
Europe and had a well-earned reputation
for disasters. There, I learned how to deal
with things going wrong. After leaving that
company, my next ship went bankrupt, and
the ship after that had her side smashed
in and caught fire. The ship after that was
moderately manageable, so the company
sold her and replaced her with one that was
falling apart and nearly sank a few months
later.
Since I first went to sea I've worked on deepsea dry bulk carriers, coastal tramp ships,
fisheries protection boats, ferries, sailing
ships, and a hospital ship in the Pacific,
Atlantic, Southern and Indian Oceans.
I've lived in five countries, survived nearsinkings, fires, floodings, groundings, and
attacks by some of my shipmates. Despite
that (or possibly because of it), I’ve survived
to qualify as Captain.
They say that a life at sea leaves us with lots
of scars, lots of stories, and a well-excavated
grave. Is it true? Well, I can vouch for the
scars, but I’ll let you be the judge of the
stories...

Coming up next time...
Life on a 16th Century Sailing Ship at Sea
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SANDRAS PLANTS

Hardy Herbaceous Perennials For Sale

In good size 2 - 3 Litre Pots - £5 Each or 3 for £14

Vendors for Plant Heritage Society Fairs at RHS Hyde Hall
Tel: 01621 740448 - 07765 304313
Email: rust.s@sky.com

STORAGE
STORAGE

New Storage Containers to let in Mayland
20ft long - Separate access 24/7

Telephone: 01621 773933
MENORCA HOLIDAY VILLA

WITH PRIVATE SWIMMING POOL FOR RENTAL
Close to Es Castell, short drive to gorgeous beaches

Sleeps 2 - 7
FREE
Brochure

DISCLAIMER

All material contained within this publication is strictly
copyright and all rights are reserved. Reproduction in
any form without permission is prohibited. Every care is
taken by the publishers (The Maylands Mayl Ltd) in
compiling the contents of The Maylands Mayl Magazine,
but no responsibility is assumed for any injury, loss
or damage arising from any article or advertisement
contained within the publication. The views expressed
within this publication do not necessarily reflect the
views of the publishers.

Email:menorcaholiday@aol.com
Tel: 01621 741810
www.MenorcaHolidayVilla.co.uk
07860 232854

DOMESTIC ROOFING
Slate and Tiled Roofs New or Repaired

Specialist in Flat Roofing Felt and Fibreglass
Over 30 years Experience
Full Public Liability Insurance

01621 742229 or 07957 727150
email: yvesteer@aim.com
Email: Editor@TheMayl.com						
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A.G. Smith
Established 1912

Funeral Directors & Monumental Masons

• Private chapel of rest
• Mercedes Benz hearse &
limousines
• 24 hour service
• Hand carved memorials
• Home visits by
appointment
• Prepayment Funeral Plans

Southminster - 01621 774 557
Hallmark House, 44 Station Rd,
Southminster CM0 7EW
Maldon - 01621 854 293
7 Spital Road, Maldon CM9 6DY

agsmithfunerals.co.uk

Paul J King
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

In these sad times we are here to help you
Our doors might be locked, but our dedicated
staﬀ are in the oﬃces - call us at any time for help

Funerals may have
changed but our high
standards of support
and care remain the same.
We can help you plan a
Thanksgiving Service /
Celebration of Life once the
crisis is over

The Dengie Hundred Amateur Radio Society
We meet Twice Weekly in Althorne
for information or to join us Telephone:

01621 680068 or 01621 786052

Burnham
01621 784884

Maldon
01621 855552

www.pauljking.com
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JACKS CENTRE OPEN DAY
- article by Jane B

M

embers of the Jacks Centre were
pleased with the number of
visitors who attend their open
day which was held on the 8th March, just
before we were all confined to barracks.
Over thirty, who were mostly new to indoor
bowls, came to have a go. They were greeted
by a club member and shown around the
facilities which include a bar, shop, café, a
hall, which can be rented for events and the
‘piece de resistance’ and most important
of all ‘the green.’ It is one of only three
greens that are around 40 metres long in
the country. The Essex County Bowls Team
use the centre and three games have been
hosted there, including when Essex played
Suffolk.
‘The Green’ is covered with a bright
green cloth similar to what is used on a
billiard table but much thicker and is very
impressive to look at. It is divided into 7
‘rinks’ or lanes, as I called them before I
learnt the correct terminology.
The visitors came from a variety of places
including Maldon, Burnham, South
Woodham Ferrers and Wickford as well as
local people. I watched club member Pam

Lacey teaching a couple of people from
Latchingdon who walk past the centre with
their dog each day and thought they would
come and give bowling a try.
They were told to plant their feet and keep
them in the same place when they bowl.
This is unlike outdoor bowls when you step
forward when you bowl. They did very well
and listened intently to Pam’s instructions.
I spoke to John Bevan, Vice Chairman of
the club and a member for eleven years. He
told me that they hold open days twice a
year in March and September. They have
500 members who play in the winter but
only 163 in the summer, although they are
members all year round.
He informed me that they were just coming
to the end their winter season when they
have their busiest time as the numbers are
swelled by the outdoor summer bowlers
who want to continue playing during the
winter.
They have a fairly balanced membership of
men and women players and all the teams
are mixed. They also have social members
who only pay £5 a year. They don’t play but

watch games and socialise in the café and
bar.
John told me the sport is for any age group
but most of the people at the club are
retired, with some members over 80 who
are still active. He said the average age of a
player nationally is 73.
They would like to attract younger people
to the sport but it can take four hours
to play a club competition, which some
younger working people don’t have the time
available to give in this fast-moving world.
It is a very adaptable sport with aids to
assist the less abled. I watched and spoke
to Ray Clark from Maldon who was using a
wheelchair and a special bowling arm. He
was certainly enjoying the sport. FODBEC
disabled association also use the facilities
once a month on a Saturday morning.
I met Captain Peter Deane who looked
very smart in his blazer and wore all his
badges with pride. Normally at this stage
I would encourage anyone interested in
bowling to go and try it out for themselves
but unfortunately Jacks Bowls Centre in
Latchingdon is currently closed for a while,
but hopefully not for too long

Left to Right: Captain Peter Deane, Greg Gladden and Vice Captain John Bevan
Email: Editor@TheMayl.com		
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An invitation for a
free market appraisal
from your local office...

35 The Street, Latchingdon
Chelmsford CM3 6JP

info@paulmasonassociates.co.uk

www.paulmasonassociates.co.uk

Bruce House 17 The Street, Hatfield Peverel
Chelmsford CM3 2DP

Associates

