July 2020 Edition

Back on

the River
Ghost Story
Part Two

The

Little

Egret
Childhood

Memories
Seafarer
Tales

Horoscopes, Bradwell B and More...

2 The Maylands Mayl July 2020						   
Tel: 0800 771 0015

U

ntil you’re prevented from
doing something, you do not
realise how important to your
wellbeing and lives it fully is. When
our boats were laid up for winter,
none of us predicted the lockdown.
No sailing or on the water activities
being allowed throughout the spring.
At the Harlow (Blackwater) Sailing
Club, the wooden black painted
sailing club on Lawling creek in
Maylandsea the larger boats would
normally have been launched and
on their moorings from late March
onwards. Indeed, one boat was
moved onto the hard standing by the
sea wall ready for launching and there
it stayed as lockdown commenced.
Those of you getting your quota of
daily exercise along the sea wall will
have noticed the empty moorings in
the bay. They remained empty right
through into June, when thankfully
rule relaxations allowed launching to
begin. These boats are now free to go
for short cruises on the Blackwater,
maybe to favourite destinations
such as West Mersea or Bradwell.
Hopefully, the more adventurous
may soon be able to sail further afield,
up the East coast or even across to
France or the Netherlands.
Likewise, dinghy racing should
have started in late March. Most
races are run jointly with Maylandsea
bay sailing club. Unfortunately, the
restrictions in place as I write this
in mid-June still prevent racing.
Some members though have been
racing each other in virtual dinghy
races, thanks to the marvels of the
internet. The races have been hotly
contested with plenty of virtual
collisions and protests, but for me it’s
not the same as the real thing. You
don’t even get wet or have the joys
of pulling your boat back up the jetty
tired and exhausted after a hard race.
Frustratingly we have missed some
glorious sailing weather during the
spring with blue skies and crystalclear sea, most unlike the normal
muddy grey of the Blackwater.
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Current rules now allow us to at least
launch and sail individually from our
jetty. I have personally had two great
sails exploring up Lawling creek and
into Mayland creek, which we rarely
seem to do when racing each other.
Both are fantastic and typical of the
Essex tidal creeks fringed by salt
marsh with magnificent wide-open
skies.
Our keen canoeists as soon as
permitted were back paddling on
the creek which is a great safe place
for canoeing, with the bank never
too far away. You will often see the
seals, either in the water or basking
on the banks. These fantastic
creatures, with lovely inquisitive
faces seem completely at ease with
the canoes, allowing them to pass
within a few feet. As the tide comes
up, new channels develop allowing
the adventurous to explore into the
salting’s.
Our very active wind surfing
contingent, wasted no time in getting
their boards back on the water. The
strong cold northerly and easterly
winds we have been getting recently
being no deterrent, providing the
perfect conditions for flying across

the creek. In fact, the stronger the
wind the more they seem to enjoy this
fast exhilarating sport. Some of them
are also into the latest innovation
called foiling. On a sufficiently windy
day you could be lucky and see their
boards accelerate out of the water,
literally flying along on its foils, with
the board about 2 feet above the
water. It does take some skill, but
they assure me it’s worth it when you
get it right.
Unfortunately racing and opening
the clubhouse buildings and
socials are waiting on further rule
relaxations. We are missing Jenny’s
lovely homemade cakes and a pint
in our cosy clubhouse, but at last the
sailing season has restarted at HBSC
on Lawling creek.
If you’re interested in sailing or
finding out more about our club at
any level please see our website at:
Harlow-blackwater-sailingclub.
com or contact us by email at
hbsccommittee@gmail.com, for
membership secretary Telephone:
07929 734684. We currently have
club moorings, dinghy, canoe and
board storage available on site
- Edward Skinner -
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Essex
Largest Independent Oven Cleaning Company in Essex
totally Trusted by over 8,000 Customers in the Region

WE CLEAN ALL KINDS OF APPLIANCES
Oven Cleaning
BBQ Cleaning
Range Ovens
Microwaves

Hob & Extractor
Fridge Freezer
AGA Cleaning
Dishwashers

Odour Free, Eco friendly domestic cleaning that
will have your appliance looking as good as new
All Staff
are
DBS Checked

Trading
Standards
Approved

Book your clean now!
www.essexovencleaners.co.uk

01245 451003 - 07816 762869
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TAKEAWAY FOOD
STILL AVAILABLE AT

ZARA MAYLAND
DOWNLOAD MENU FROM
WWW.THEMAYL.COM

Telephone:

01621 740998
FULLY AIR CONDITIONED
RESTAURANT AND TAKEAWAY

FULLY LICENSED BAR
10% discount on takeaways
( collection orders only, over £10 )

INDIAN CUISINE

at
THE MAYLAND MILL
Award Winner

Opening Hours
EVENING
Mon – Thu 5:00pm – 10:00pm
Fri & Sat 5:00pm – 11:00pm
LUNCH
Mon – Sat Bookings Only
Sun 12:00noon – 10:00pm
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SUNDAY BUFFET
12noon- 4:00pm
Adults £11.25 per head
Children £6.50 per head
Eat as much as you like
Extensive range of dishes
Different every week
ZARA INDIAN CUISINE
The Mayland Mill
Steeple Road
Mayland CM3 6EG
Info@zaramayland.com
www.zaramayland.com
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ESSEX

POLICE

Cycle Security

Protecting and serving Essex

C

ycle security is always
an issue with thefts
from a variety of
locations including
the town centre,
residential areas,
and educational establishments.
Commonly bicycles are either not
secured or not secured properly, and
this makes it easy for thieves.
Where do they go? Number of
places: - in a container abroad, to
another part of the country, stored
in premises or sold as either a cycle
or cycle parts via the internet, or
third parties.
By taking some appropriate
precautions and using good quality
security products, and using them
well, should help you to keep your
property safe. Use the best security
you can afford. Don't secure a
£2,000 bicycle with a £20 lock! As a
guide look to spend 10-15% of the
value of the item on its security.

Look for a “Sold Secure” certified
chain and padlock or “D – Lock”
preferably gold rated but certainly
not below silver. Consider what
you chain it to whether at home or
whilst out, is that secure? Is it well
overlooked to provide good natural
surveillance?
Make a note of the frame number,
security mark the cycle, there are
a number of different methods
available such as:
www.bikeregister.com
www.datatag.co.uk
www.retainagroup.com
Take a photograph of the cycle and
any areas of damage or marks of
identification, and some insurance
companies may require one with the
owner in the picture with it.
At home remove that first
attraction to the thief or burglar:
1) don’t leave garage doors open for
long periods showing your expensive
cycle and other property.

2) consider a “Ground anchor” or
“Shed shackle” within your shed or
garage to secure your cycle to.
3) look at your shed or garages
security and ensure you have
good locks and that the hinges are
protected
4) consider a shed alarm.
If you can its worth getting your
children or grandchildren into good
habits, keeping their bikes secure
and not leaving them discarded on
the front lawn or elsewhere, it may
save problems in the future.
Check with your insurance
company to see what security
standards they require for your
insurance cover to be valid.
For suitable security products see
www.securedbydesign.com or
www.soldsecure.com
For further advice visit:
www.essex.police.uk/cp/crimeprevention/theft-of-a-bicycle/
how-safe-is-your-bike

Leave It to Me

LTD

SPARKLEBRITE

DOMESTIC
and
COMMERCIAL
CLEANERS

OVER 17 YEARS’ CLEANING EXPERIENCE

Daily, Weekly, Fortnightly or Monthly
One off Blitz
Spring Cleaning

Hygiene Cleans
House Clearances

Tel: 01621 744545 / 742288

Empty Property Management 
Decluttering 
Organisation and Planning 
Whatever your needs Judith and her team will provide a
trustworthy and capable service which is second to none
See our website for testimonials from satisfied customers

www.leave-it-to-me.co.uk
07715 167752
jdthhood@gmail.com

Judith Hood

Email: info@sparklebrite.co.uk

Unit 2, Red Lions Business Centre, Burnham Road, Latchingdon CM3 6JH
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Relocated to larger Showroom... Lots more Choice... Many New Lines

We Supply and Fit...
Laminate
Carpets
Vinyl
LVT

Carpets & Flooring
The Flooring Store that comes to your Door!
or why not Visit our New Large Showroom!

find us on

Telephone: 01621 928770 - 07718 063942

Highly Experienced Fitters
Options to suit ALL budgets
1000’s of Samples to choose from
Domestic & Contract Work Undertaken
Any Written Quote beaten by at least 10%

FREE Home Quotations

VERY COMPETITIVE PRICES

All work Fully Insured and Guaranteed

Email: info@aclarkecarpets.com

ROOMSIZED REMNANTS
AT

UNBEATABLE PRICES

Web: www.aclarkecarpets.com
Unit 1, Red Lion Business Centre, Burnham Road, Latchingdon CM3 6JH
Email: Editor@TheMayl.com						
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THE LITTLE EGRET

T

here was a time when
I would notice these
expert fishing birds
when I was on holiday
in Spain but never had
I seen them on our
UK shores. But, as years passed, I
started to notice the odd bird along
our local creeks and rivers. They can
be see in farm ditches in the shallow
water taking insects, crustaceans and
fish. The Little Egret has distinctive
yellow feet with black legs, a black
beak and long head plumage for
the breeding season.
Those plumes once deemed more
valuable than gold and smuggled into
the Europe in the 19th Century. First
bred in the UK on Brownsea Island,
Dorset in 1996, they have steadily
progressed north and distributed
widely in the south. Climate change
has certainly been a factor in their

arrival. If you take a walk along our
creeks around Mayland you will
almost certainly encounter one if not
many. Sometimes they can be very
nervous and you won’t be able to get
at all close to them.
Whilst on other occasions I have
been allowed to sit fairly close and
watch them fish. How good their
fishing spot is may decide how
tolerant of humans they will be. At
this time of year they can be seen just
up the road at Abberton Reservoir
nesting high in the trees alongside
the herons.
It’s quite a spectacle to see such a
long legged bird up so high rearing
their young. So next time you are out
and about along the creek, keep an
eye out for our visitor come resident
Little Egret.
Neil McGuire
Mayland Resident

Coronavirus
Update
(Essex County Council)
Stay alert and continue with social
distancing
From 4 July, In situations where it
is not possible to maintain a distance
of two metres, the recommended
social distancing gap will reduce to
one metre.
We continue to encourage all Essex
residents to follow existing guidance
around social distancing, as well
as other measures such as handwashing, in order to prevent further
spread of COVID-19.
We are considering the impact
of the latest guidance on all of our
services and will share updates as
appropriate in due course.
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ANY WRITTEN QUOTE BEATEN BY AT LEAST 10%
WHEN QUOTING “MAYL20”
“The quality of
workmanship is always
spot on”

“The price is right. The
work could not be
better”

ELECTRICAL SERVICES

FIRE & SAFETY

SMART HOMES

CAR CHARGERS

RENEWABLES

CARAVANS & MARINE

WHAT WE DO
DOMESTIC, COMMERCIAL & INDUSTRIAL
FULL & PARTIAL REWIRES
FUSE BOARD UPGRADES
CCTV, SECURITY LIGHTS AND INTRUDER
ALARMS
 TESTING & INSPECTION
 LANDLORD REPORTS





WHY CHOOSE US?
 85% OF OUR WORK THROUGH
RECOMMENDATIONS
 ALL WORKS GUARANTEED
 INSURED UP TO £2,000,000
 ALL OUR ENGINEERS ARE FULLY QUALIFIED
 QUALITY WORKMANSHIP AND A PASSION
FOR CUSTOMER CARE

NO JOB TO BIG OR SMALL

WE WILL ALWAYS FIND A SOLUTION

“THE ESSEX ELECTRICIAN THAT CARES”
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Volunteering Vacancies
Support Maldon High Street

Family Mentor Volunteer

Could you help support businesses
and residents by enabling safe use
of Maldon High Street as lockdown
restrictions are lifted?
Whilst this role promotes social
distancing and safety it is a fun way
to engage with and support your
local community.
The role includes data collection
(footfall, queues etc.), providing
general information about queueing,
crossing points parking etc. and
providing directions as needed.
You must be over 18 years old, fit
and able to stand for long periods
of time.
You’ll receive the necessary PPE
and training prior to starting the
role. Shifts are available between
8am and 6 pm, seven days a week.

Could you help families in your
community improve their health and
wellbeing? As a Family Mentor you’ll
enable families and children to take
part in new activities, develop new
skills and build their confidence. As
part of a team you’ll engage with
families via telephone and video link
(Zoom/Skype).
The role will be home based due
to the current situation and may
include evenings and weekends but is
fully flexible. You should be reliable,
resilient; empathetic and respectful of
others, and have good interpersonal
skills as well as the ability to respect
confidentiality. Applicants must be
available to attend a comprehensive
induction and training programme
prior to commencing.

Telephone
Befrienders
Telephone Befrienders are needed
to contact Carers and older people
across Essex.
As a Befriender you’ll provide
support on the telephone to those
that may be socially isolated, offering
understanding and companionship.
You’ll be empathetic and able to
deal with difficult and emotive
conversations.
In return you’ll be offered
an interesting and rewarding
experience with ongoing training
and development, in a supportive
environment.

If you are interested in any of the above roles, or for general volunteering enquiries, please email
volunteering@maldoncvs.org.uk or Telephone: 01621 851891. To view a range of volunteering
roles visit www.volunteeressex.org. Current restrictions may limit the volunteering roles on
offer at this time. The monthly Volunteer Centre Drop-in has been cancelled until further notice
and will restart when it’s considered safe to do so.

ESSEX COUNTY COUNCIL

Phased Re-Opening of Essex Libraries
You may have seen the recent
news that we’re preparing for a
phased re-opening of libraries.
We’re looking forward to
welcoming you back, but safety of
visitors and staff is paramount.
All libraries will be prepared, and
risk assessed before they reopen
to allow customers and staff to
maintain social distancing and stay
safe. Once open, regular cleaning
measures will be in place.

From Monday 6 July we will open
16 libraries, those which are colocated with Registration Offices.
The libraries will initially offer a
reduced service; customers will be
able to return and borrow books
only. Other services will be reviewed
frequently so that they can be offered
again as soon as it is safe to do so.
In line with Government guidance,
visitor numbers will be limited
to allow customers and staff to

maintain social distancing and stay
safe. Further libraries will re-open as
they are made safe and ready; with
as many as possible opening by midAugust 2020. Since libraries were
closed in March, we have seen a huge
increase in demand for our online
library resources and the number of
people joining online to access these.
We encourage people to continue to
use these digital reading resources
where possible.
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A.G. Smith

• Private chapel of rest
• Mercedes Benz hearse &
limousines
• 24 hour service
• Hand carved memorials
• Home visits by
appointment
• Prepayment Funeral Plans

Established 1912

Funeral Directors & Monumental Masons

Southminster - 01621 774 557
Hallmark House, 44 Station Rd,
Southminster CM0 7EW
Maldon - 01621 854 293
7 Spital Road, Maldon CM9 6DY

agsmithfunerals.co.uk

FOR YOUR INFORMATION
The Maylands Mayl continues to be printed
but is not being delivered door to door.
Our regular collection points are still
available for you to pick up a copy
YOU CAN ALSO NOW READ IT ONLINE AT:
www.TheMaylandsMayl.com

or why not register to receive a copy in the post

Imagine a
retirement
where you can
do more of the
things you love

Paul J King
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

With a lifetime mortgage

Causeway House

Our new Maldon office is now open
Plenty of customer parking

Do more of the things you love
with the help of your home.
If you’re 55 or over and a
homeowner, find out how you
can release a tax-free lump
sum to help you fund your
retirement dreams.
A lifetime mortgage is a loan
secured against your home.
The loan, plus interest, is repaid
when the last borrower dies or
moves into long-term care.
Arrangement fee may apply.
There may be cheaper ways
to borrow.
To find out more, talk to us
today or give us a call on:

01245 806119
Equity release may impact the size of your estate and it could affect your entitlement
to current and future means-tested benefits.
Hayley Noye trading as Blackberry Mortgage Services is an Appointed Representative of New Leaf
Distribution Ltd. who are authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. Number 460421
Head Office First Floor Princess Caroline House 1 High Street Southend on
Sea Essex SS1 1JE. Company registration Number 5520001.

B L AC K B E R R Y

O R TG A G E

Burnham
01621 784884

SERVICES
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Maldon
01621 855552

www.pauljking.com
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THE

advertise in
the maylands mayl
for less than a

SALE

tenner!

FREE ADS

GENTS Bike for sale Carrera
Crossfire Blue Hybrid 700C
size wheels, 24 SRAM Gears,
front fork lockout suspension,
suspension seat post, Gel saddle.
VGC. Price: £40 ono Tel: 01621
742069 (Mayland)

Find yourself a Bargain
Advertise any unwanted item

Rules
1) Advert must include Phone Number
2) Advert must include Location

BOUNCY Castle almost identicle
to the one in Argos book item 3
page 16380 Price £70 excellent
condition Tel: 07582 369066
(Maylandsea)

Email your ads to:

FreeAds@TheMayl.com
Or Drop them in the Postbox at:
The Post Office
Imperial Avenue, Mayland

LADIES Bike for sale 26 inch
wheel hybrid silver. Shimano
18 gears, suspension forks,
aluminium frame. VGC. Price: £30
ono Tel: 01621 742069 (Mayland)

No responsibility will be accepted
for errors or omissions

BRADWELL
ST LAWRENCE

TILLINGHAM
STEEPLE
MAYLANDSEA

COLD NORTON

LATCHINGDON

MAYLAND

SOUTHMINSTER

The Maylands Mayl is available FREE
throughout The Dengie. Areas include
Mayland, Maylandsea, Steeple,
St Lawrence, Bradwell, Latchingdon,
Cold Norton, Southminster and Burnham.
We have collection points in Cold
Norton, Bradwell, Mayland, St Lawrence
and Tillingham. We also have a Pay
Postage Subscription Service Available.

ALTHORNE

BURNHAM
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Buck Rogers
Car Breakers
Steeple Road
Mayland CM3 6EG

Phone us first for very
competitive rates
Phone between
8.30am & 6pm only

License No 307/94

Quick Efficient
Friendly Service

MINI SKIP HIRE

Is your car in need of attention?
No time to get it to a garage?
Why not take
advantage of our
Free Collection &
Delivery Service or
if required the use
of our courtesy car.
Contact your local
Award Winning Service
& Repair Centre for all
your vehicle needs!
Looking After Your Car,
Looking After You.

Tel: 01621 773933
Email: Editor@TheMayl.com						
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BAPTIST CHURCH
From the Pastors Desk

How are you all coping? We are all so
fortunate to live in this area of Great
Britain. I have just had a walk round our
garden. As I come out of the house, I
see the bees busying themselves in my
campion flowers. They love them. The
damsel flies and dragon flies hovering
over the pond. Walking up to the rose
bed, one pink double rose bush is
completely covered and smells divine,
the orange blossom (philidelphus) smells
divine too. All our veg are amazing. I stop
and thank Father God. Then I think of all
the problems through out the country
and world, which brings me to a passage
in the bible. Matt. 6 v.25 Therefore I tell
you, do not worry about your life.......
v.33 Seek first His Kingdom and His
righteousness and all these things will
be given to you as well. Therefore do not
worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will
worry about itself. Each day has enough
trouble of its own. If you have a bible read
the whole passage, I find it comforting.
Can I suggest again this month that
you pray for our government, all parties,
especially our PM (whether you like him
or not, he is the leader of our country).
Pray that he and those in leadership will
have wisdom and discernment in all they
do and that Gods Will will be done not
mans. Also pray for those searching for a
vaccine or cure for this dreadful virus and
those with the virus plus all the medical
staff and those working behind the scenes
in our NHS. Pray too for the situation in
America and the China/Indian situation,
which is frightening. There are so
many things to pray for in this country
(tolerance with each other for one) and
throughout the world, especially the third
world.
We live in a great country and village.
I praise and thank Father God and pray
that He will bless you all.
- Meryl Scrivener, Deacon -

We’re here
for you,
whenever
you need us
101 Station Road,
Burnham-on-Crouch

01621 786666

31 Hullbridge Road,
South Woodham Ferrers

01245 328307

13-15 Market Hill, Maldon

01621 858578

www.eastofengland.coop/funerals

FIRST GRASS GARDENING SERVICES
Grass Cutting
Leaf Collection
HedgeTrimming
Border Weeding
General Garden Tidy
You Grow It We Mow It
01621 742229 - 07597 727150 - yvesteer@aim.com

Maintenance Gardener
Grass Cutting, Hedge Trimming
Weeding, Planting
Fence Painting
Jet Washing
No Job Too Small

Call Ken - 07740 797554
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THAMES SAILING BARGE
Chelmsford and Maldon
“Local Liberal Democrats
urge community to support
their local shops and high
streets.”
Maldon Liberal Democrats latest
campaign aims to encourage our
communities in our towns and
villages, to help support local
businesses to survive and then
thrive in these extraordinary times.
Having worked hard to collect
the views of local businesses over
the last few weeks, Colin Baldy,
the Prospective Parliamentary
Candidate, said, “These fantastic
small, local businesses - our farm
shops to our pharmacies - plus the
selfless volunteers which we’ve
heard about, who work in our
hardware shops and our leisure
centres. They have all helped to
keep our communities fed and
supplied with essentials throughout
the coronavirus lockdown.
Now we need to make sure
we thank and support them for
their efforts. That means helping
our high streets survive in the
immediate future and then to
thrive in the face of difficult times
ahead and as we begin to emerge
from lockdown and as we reach the
end of the Brexit transition period
at the end of the year.”
“The current crisis has been
challenging for us all as individuals
and businesses. We have all faced
significant upheaval and made
sacrifices in all aspects of our life.
Now we look forward to seeing our
brilliant communities pull together,
supporting jobs in our towns and
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On seeing the beautiful picture of
a Thames Sailing Barge in the June
edition of the Maylands Mayl my
partner and I, who are barge nerds,
thought it was Centaur, one of the
barges based on the Hythe at Maldon,
because of the blue Chevron design
on the bow and stern of the boat, but
the Bob (the flag on top of the mast)
wasn't right, so consulting our 'The
illustrated guide to Thames Sailing
Barges', a gem of information and
pictures by local barge enthusiasts
Rita and Peter Phillips, we concluded
it to be the 114 year old , Harwich
built spritsail barge, Edith May.
Her early life was carrying grain
along the East Coast and for a time a
more dangerous cargo of ammunition
between Felixstowe and Norfolk. She
was converted to a motor barge after
WW2 in operation until 1961 She
was then re- rigged and became a
successful racing barge.
In 1980 she was bought and taken
to Liverpool, and was used as a
museum barge. By 1990 she was in
St. Katharine's Dock. At the end of
the century, and then in a dilapidated
condition she was taken by her new
owners to Lower Halstow, a former
dock off the upper reaches of the
Medway in Kent, where restoration
was carried out and in June 2010 she
was relaunched.
In the summer months she operated

as a charter barge and from 2012,
during the closed season, tearooms
on board brought in much needed
additional income. She took part
in the Queen's Diamond Jubilee
pageant on the Thames and was also
awarded 'Flagship of the Year' by the
National Historic Ships association.
On a trip to Faversham in March
last year, we sought out this idyllic
remote location where Edith May was
berthed, but we found her looking a
bit sad and neglected again and not
open as tearooms at that time. These
grand old ladies are money pots and
require constant maintenance so it
breaks our hearts that in what should
have been a good year for them with
the weather being so magnificent
for weeks on end, that they are
not just laying idle, but are without
the much-needed revenue to keep
them afloat.
Last year the weather was so foul
for the Blackwater barge race it
was cancelled as were other barge
matches throughout the season.
Now we have great weather but a
Pandemic stopping everything.
It has been lovely to see privately
owned boats back out on the water
but we really miss seeing the sight of
these gracious old workhorses, their
tan sails straining as they parade
proudly along the Blackwater.
- Lynne Leech -

villages by shopping locally and
within safety guidelines.”
Over the coming weeks the
Maldon Liberal Democrats will
be encouraging local businesses
to share each other’s content and
to work together online to raise

awareness of their products.
In addition Colin added, “We
will continue to push our local
Conservative MP and district council
to provide as much support to
businesses and individuals to keep
the economy moving as possible.”
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Using your Computer
as a TV replacement
2012 was a significant year in
the Television industry. It was the
first time since it's launch that sky
broadcasting failed to increase it's
subscription count, it was also the
year that Netflix launched in the UK.
There has been a clear trend ever
since then, people are moving away
from traditional broadcasting to the
more convenient world of streaming
services.
The benefits of using a service like
Netflix become obvious once you
have used it a few times, you can
watch whatever you want, whenever
you want, as many times as you like.
Netflix is not the only game in town
for streaming services, there are the
likes of TV Now, Amazon Video and
Apple TV, as well as a host of other
companies that want to get in on
the action. Younger people appear

to be quite happy taking it a step
further and just using the likes of
BBC iplayer, and Youtube for their
TV needs.
So what's the best way to cut the
cord and move to a streaming only
service? The first thing you need
is a decent broadband connection.
If your connection is a bit flaky, all
is not lost, as most services have
an offline app that allows you to
download programs to watch later,
in this case, broadband speed isn't
such an issue.
The second thing you need is »»
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something to watch your
programs on, the easiest option
is a smart TV, but while being the
easiest isn't necessarily the smartest!
Smart TV's have issues of privacy your TV viewing habits are sold to
advertisers, you are limited to the
services that the TV offers, and you
won't be able to use the offline app if
your broadband is not fast enough.
The most flexible way of using
streaming services is by using a
computer. This will allow you to
save as many TV shows as you want
(within reason), you can use any
service you want, you can block
adverts and there are fewer privacy
issues.
Your PC can be connected to a
big screen via an HDMI cable, all
modern PC's have an HDMI output,
and all screens will have an HDMI
input. This will also route the sound
to your screen. Should your TV
sound not be good enough you can
use the headphone jack (or line
out) on your PC to connect to a
sound system. Most sound systems/
speakers have red and white input
sockets (called RCA connections).
Cables that connect the headphone
jack to RCA can be bought for about
£3 on amazon.
Ideally your PC should be
connected to your router via a
network cable, but running a cable
isn't always practical, in this case a
wireless connection should work just
fine.
One final bit of kit that will make
your life easier is a wireless mouse
and keyboard, although most of the
time a keyboard will not be used so
unless you need to type in searches
regularly, its possible to get by with
just a mouse.
Now your hardware is set up you
need to think about what software
you need. For basic streaming you
only need an internet browser,
but to play DVD's you will need a
program like VLC, Media Player
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Classic, or Cyberlink PowerDVD and
for the fully committed there are
software suites like Plex that will
organise your media, and allow you
to play it in other rooms, and also
connect to streaming services.
The avid film fan might want to rip
their DVD's onto the computer hard
disk for convenience, although this
is currently a legal grey area in the
UK, there have been rulings over the
years say that it is legal providing
you own the DVD, and further
rulings to say it's not legal. At the
time of writing no one has been
prosecuted for copying DVDs onto
their hard disk for personal use.
To sum up, using your PC as
a media centre is a great idea,
it is flexible and has a range of
possibilities that can not be matched
by other entertainment systems
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T

his month Saturn's
inf luence has you
honestly ref lecting on
your limitations; see this as an
opportunity to discover new
avenues of personal growth.
Your work life is flourishing and
the right people are noticing;
you will be rewarded.
If you're considering a move
to advance your career now is
the perfect time. July’s end
may bring emotional turmoil
that’s more intense than usual,
but you’re in a much stronger
position to deal with it than
previous times.

T

he cosmic combination
of Jupiter and the Lunar
Eclipse bring big changes
for you this month. You could
find yourself examining your
relationships, as a deeper
understanding of your own
needs comes to light. You may
find greater clarity about what
you want, highlighting that
some of your relationships need
an overhaul. Be prepared for
arguments, and the influence of
Mars on domestic disagreements.
Break free of routine and go
somewhere new; travel offers the
rejuvenation needed right now.

M

T

Y

T

ercur y boosts your
ability to make money
this month, while
evoking your desire to splash
out on material goods, just be
aware of your spending and be
sure to budget. Your leonine
independence shines through as
you're able to achieve your goals
without help.
In fact, you might be better off
doing things alone as colleagues
could prove unreliable. July’s
Lunar Eclipse, combined with
Jupiter's influence, drives the urge
to better understand yourself,
on a deeper level.

ou're entering a time
of heightened emotion
where it may seem
difficult to think logically and
critically.
This could get you down, but
only if you let it! Instead,
use this time to relax, with a
holiday or time off from your
responsibilities.
Don't be afraid to ask for help
from your loved ones, you may
discover that others are there for
you more than you realise.
An enjoyable career advancement
is offered towards the end of this
month.

here's a strong emphasis
on both career and family
life this month, prompting
you to find more balance
between these two important
areas. Jupiter's impact makes
it a fruitful time for socialising,
and you’ll encounter some new
and interesting people. Mercury
assists your communication
in your romantic life, creating
greater harmony and enjoyment.
L ook out for a sur pr ise
opportunity at the end of the
month; hidden benefits may
await you, but, be sure to analyse
the situation thoroughly.

he Lunar Eclipse reveals the
shortcomings of specific
individuals, groups or
establishments, highlighting the
people and organisations you
may want to disconnect from.
This could be a challenging time
and you may need to dedicate
significant effort to remain
calm. This month also provides
opportunities for meeting new
interesting people. Towards the
end of the month, money concerns
quickly resolve themselves, and
the influence of Mars around
gives new life to projects left on
hold.
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P

T

T

T

repare for a shift in your
professional life this
month as Jupiter and the
Lunar Eclipse stir things up,
resulting in unexpected but
profitable outcomes. Overall
this is an auspicious time for
focusing on your career or
business, so you may need to
put other commitments on
the back burner. Ensure you
use your natural diplomacy to
ensure everybody’s needs are
heard, even if they cannot be
met. Romantic relationships
initiated this month are unlikely
to last.

his month provides you
with opportunities to excel,
both professionally and in
your personal life.
A surplus of energy make this
time perfect for physical activities
like sport, martial arts, running,
or dance.
The intense emotions subside
towards the end of the month, as
the planetary retrograde winds
down, offering you time for
relaxation and personal reflection.
What you want to achieve?
The influence of Mars and Venus
adds a fiery and romantic boost to
your love life.
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his month is challenging
professionally, as colleagues
and management seem to
get in the way of doing the job
properly! While Mars’s energies
stoke your infuriation, do your
best to remain cool-headed.
This month is calling for you
to take a well-deserved break,
to relax and recuperate, in
preparation for the additional
work needed to enhance your
position.
Health is in significant focus,
and putting effort into starting
dietary or exercise programs now,
will be worth it later.

his month’s cosmic
influence puts emphasis
on your home and personal
life, while work needs less of your
attention.
Use this time to plan where you
want to go next professionally
and to shape your future. You'll
find your focus and mental energy
heightened, so apply yourself to
accomplishing goals and taking
action.
The inf luence of Jupiter is
conducive to making big purchases
or investments, and the Lunar
Eclipse presents new possibilities
amongst the chaos.

I

f work has become somewhat
dissatisfying, it might be a
good time to move on, and
there could be much better
opportunities waiting for you
elsewhere. But, give yourself
sufficient time to find a new,
more fulfilling, direction before
a significant change. This is the
perfect time to focus on your
emotional wellbeing, dedicating
your energies to self-reflection
and personal development.
Venus gives committed couples a
chance to reconnect, or sets the
foundation for new relationships
to blossom.

Y

ou could be feeling an
overwhelming amount
of positive and negative
emotions this month, prompting
you to need more time alone
to process what's going on
internally. Taking time for
yourself will restore both
emotional and physical energy.
Balance time alone with social
connection, the input of others
helps you rebalance. Existing
relationships could get a sensual
or romantic boost this month,
and singles find new passionate
connections with ease, but they
may not last very long.
July 2020 The Maylands Mayl 19

READERS LETTERS
Opinions Expressed by Contributors are Their Own...

Dear Sir/Madam,
Your articles in earlier Editions about Bradwell B
proposals I found extremely interesting. Please
would you make readers aware of a Petition which
has been set up to challenge the proposals of
Bradwell B.
The petition requires 10,000 signatures to stand
a chance of being heard. Currently there are over
8,447 signatures.
Please can I ask readers who are concerned to use
the link below and sign the petition.
https://petition.parliament.uk/
petitions/302971?fbclid=IwAR2grf-5yjr6ol1_
u5FKDiHkX6o0LV2zEyitHr46NtEdem1ec
5qNvfbjE
I informed the Rt Hon John Whittingdale OBE MP
I was joining the petition and received the following
response which I think will surprise many readers.
"I am broadly supportive of the Bradwell B
project as I believe that the benefits to the area will
outweigh any negatives. However, I acknowledge
that residents will be understandably be concerned
about the effect that construction will have on the
area and am therefore happy to do what I can to
make sure those concerns are heard by both the
Government and the project team.
It is still very early days in the Bradwell B
planning process. The consultation currently being
carried out is designed to inform the developers in
formation of their planning application which will
have to be submitted in due course by the company
to Maldon District Council. It is therefore a private
rather than a statutory consultation. There will be
plenty of opportunities ahead during the Statutory
Consultation process to consider matters such as
transport routes to the site and the impact of any
development on local communities.
I was pleased to learn that the Bradwell B project
team has agreed with my request to extend the

consultation due to the Covid-19 outbreak and
that the Stage One consultation was extended by
5 weeks. I strongly recommend, if you have not
done so already, to ensure that any concerns you
have about the development are submitted to the
consultation.
The Bradwell B project is developer-led and can
only proceed if it satisfies the safety and regulatory
approvals process as well as the planning process,
which will include studies into the effect of the
development on the nearby natural habitat. This
process has yet to begin and it will no doubt be a
lengthy process before any final decision is made by
the Secretary of State."
Please support this petition.
Chris Champion
Mayland Resident

If YOU have an opinion,
we would love to hear it
Email: editor@themayl.com

Dear Editor
What is wrong with these people
who put up signs outside their
houses thanking NHS workers,
postmen, shopworkers, dustmen
and carers.
All these people are just doing
their jobs that they get paid for. They
are nothing special. The people who
put up these signs are a bunch of
nutters as well as the ones who clap
at 8pm to an empty street.
Yours
Ronnie B
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M

y friend and I
were to meet at
Chigborough
Lakes car park but
it was all fenced
off, Coronavirus and all that, so we
found a suitable wide gateway to
park beside instead.
Heading off past a busy fishing
lake through a farmyard to enter
a field. The hedgerow running
alongside us was 8'-10' high, with
thick lush new foliage and young
berries already developing, the verge
left to grow was full of damsel flies.
If a farmer had been around we
would have thanked him for creating
such a great habitat for wildlife.
The next field edge was a mixture
of ox-eye daisies, dock and other
seed plants, whitethroats gave
a scratchy burst of song from
the trees. Once across two crop
fields we head into the village of
Goldhangar, with its delightful mix
of cottages and houses, most with
well tended gardens and quirky
names.
The village has two pubs, The
Cricketers and The Chequers. My
thoughts went back to a lovely
summer evening here last year
when I met with my fellow Dark
Horse Morris group ( from Maldon)
we dance border Morris and were
joined by the beautifully dressed
ladies of Bows and Belles, from
Aldham who are clog dancers, it is
an honour to be able to keep our old
traditions alive.
Not that many came out of the
pub to watch, too busy eating the
great food there, but we just get
pleasure from performing.
On reaching the seawall a welcome
fresh breeze greets us. After a picnic
lunch on a triangle of shingle beach
we wind our way on the seawall
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back to Heybridge basin passing
the desirable 'Lodges' opposite the
causeway to Osea Island with their
enviable views over the Blackwater.
Two days later I was on the other
side of the river having been
dropped off at the carpark of the
now sadlly closed Sun and Anchor
at Steeple where a footpath runs
all the way to the seawall. On the
scrubby path at the rear of the pub a
tiny brown ball of fur slowly weaved
through the grass Infront of me, I
can only think it was a pygmy shrew
our smallest mammal, it's little
pointed nose twitching away.
After a crop field the path passes
between fields and a row of Old
Elm trees, some sadly have
died now, again the path
is overgrown but only
with grass and
clover but

I was
amazed at the
number of Common blue butterflies,
they were everywhere. It has been a
good year for the blues, Holly blues
plentiful too earlier.
After a brief spell on the seawall the
path joins with Stansgate Road. I spy
a small car bonnet on the verge and
carefully lift a corner. Underneath
were two snakes, which I identified
as an Adder and a Slow Worm,
which looks very much like a snake,

but is actually is a legless lizard.
The lane terminates with an
entrance to Stansgate Abbey,
former home of the late Tony Benn
and to the right of it, a gate into
the Marconi Sailing Club, opened
in 1952 for employees of Marconi's
Wireless Telegraph Co Ltd.
In the 60's there was a move to
breach the seawall and build a
marina in Ramsey Wick, it failed
and the area is now protected
against any such development.
In the past it did have an important
role.
In the 19th Century,Coast Guards
supervised all river craft from a
watch vessel that was permanently
moored here, the white building
on the seawall with its brick
chimney and windows either end
was actually one of three wash
houses built for the
officers families to use.
With the eastern
end of Osea Island
opposite, there was a
secret naval base here
during WW1, and the
remains of a launching hard
and gun emplacement passed
on the seawall shows Stangate's
importance during both world
wars.
A welcome breeze again after the
closed in oppressiveness of the
road walk and the stunning
view of the wide river flanked
by unspoilt countryside, the tide
being assisted by a brisk wind, the
rhythmic lapping sound soothing.
As I come into St.Lawrence I
am envious of the many fabulous
houses with balconies looking
over this ever changing scene.
Another walk over, tide in, time for
a sit and just gaze at the river.
- Maisie July 2020 The Maylands Mayl 21

Benefits for me of Shopping On
line

F

or most people, grocery
shopping is a thankless
chore which has to be done
whether we want to or not.
I used to live in a town
with two large supermarket’s and
like a lot of people got used to the
idea of doing the weekly shop after
work on the way home. I am now
retired and have moved further out
into the country, St Lawrence to
be precise.
Food shopping suddenly became
a somewhat different matter, and
so I thought I would try my hand at
shopping online. Over time I have
tried the three major supermarkets
and have found that I now don’t
know what my life would be like if I
had to traipse round a store trying to
decide what brand, size, priced items
it is best to buy.
I can shop any time of day or night
and pay by credit card. The money is
taken from my card the day the food
is delivered. I have even been known
to order a delivery for the next day
at 11.30pm the previous evening.
I hear you say what if they bring
the wrong item or if they run out of
stock? Well, you can select to have
an item substituted and if you don’t
like it can give it back to the driver
or you can opt for no substitutes.
Alcoholic beer was once substituted
for non-alcoholic beer so I just said
no thank you and gave it back to
the driver. Your trolley total is then
adjusted after the item is scanned
by the driver and you receive a
confirmation email telling you the
money has been refunded.
On the day of delivery, you receive
an email containing your grocery list
informing you whether or not you
have any substitutes which gives you
time to decide if you want to accept
them or not when the shopping
arrives.

How did I ever manage before?
Going back, I sat and thought to
myself for a few minutes and just

reflected on what we actually go
through when we do our grocery
shopping. We drive there in our car
with all our recyclable bags, find
a parking space and a trolley, not
to forget the £1 coin or token to
actually unleash the thing. After we
get passed the man offering us a car
wash, we finally get into the shop,
phew!
We then begin wandering up and
down each aisle slowly and surely
filling our trolley with all the lovely
things we and our families are going
to enjoy during the coming week or
so. Thinking to ourselves whether
we should have got the larger trolley.
While all the time debating with
our conscience over how many of
the items in the trolley are impulse
buys or I couldn’t resist, it was such
a bargain item. We then queue up to
pay or indeed opt to do it ourselves
at the self-checkout suffering the
stress that in itself creates.
Each time we shop we put every
item in the trolley, take every item
out of the trolley at the checkout,
put every item into bags, put the
bags back in the trolley, pay and
then shove it all back to the car
which can also be a right game.
Especially if the trolley you picked is
a bit of a lemon, the thing just won’t
want to go where you would like it
to go. You often have to push them
up and down slopes, slalom through
various bollards and in-between
cars without scratching them and
of course, avoid getting run over
yourself. When we eventually find
our vehicle, which can be a long way
from the shop, we then take the
shopping out of the trolley again and
put it in our car, and then we have
to take the trolley back to retrieve
our £1 coin. Then it’s back to the car
once more and hopefully a relaxing
drive home, reliving the whole
series of events on the way to see if
there is anything we have forgotten.
Then, yes that’s right, we take it all
out of the car and into the house

to get it put away before the frozen
bits defrost… I feel exhausted just
writing about it.

Life is so much easier
Shopping now is a breeze. I sit at
my computer or just as easy, use my
phone and go to the supermarket
website, quickly login and click on
‘favourites’ and select what I want
from there and use the ‘search’
facility to locate specific or new
items I have yet to try. I can read
the labels and find out sugar and
fat content etc. the same as if I was
holding it in my hand. There is a
running total of my purchases so I
can immediately see if I am spending
too much. I book a delivery day
and time within a 2 hour period,
for some supermarkets it is just
an hour, review my trolley and
then click pay. I can order days in
advance, adding items as and when I
think of them and I can also amend
my order up to midnight the day
before. It’s that simple.
I know within a 2 or 1 hour slot
when my groceries will be delivered
and it is very reliable. Delivery slots
are available from the crack of dawn
to past bedtime, so even if you
work every day you can still receive
shopping before or after work. There
is a knock at the door and there it
all is and if I ask, the nice man or
woman will bring it into the kitchen
for me and even help to empty the
basket. I then put it away and the
job is done. Shopping now just takes
a few minutes, no stress, no fuss and
no petrol.
This has worked very well for me
now for at least 5 years.
Then “THE VIRUS” hit and we
were all put into lockdown back in
March and shopping as we know it
took a new turn.
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Bradwell is unsustainable, unsuitable and

unacceptable as a site for a massive,

new nuclear power station.

The proposal must be rejected 

 

—BANNG

B
A development of

this scale cannot be
measured simply in
terms of economic
benefits.

lackwater Against New
Nuclear Group (BANNG)
has called for the Bradwell
B project as a whole to
be rejected. Launching BANNG’s
detailed response to the proposals
from the Chinese developer, BRB,
Andy Blowers, Chair of BANNG
said, ‘This is not a done deal as CGN
would have us believe. A new nuclear
power station is not needed, and
especially it is not needed at this
site’.
In its detailed, 13,000 word
response to the proposals in BRB’s
Stage I Public Consultation, BANNG
maintains that the Bradwell site
is unsustainable, unsuitable and
unacceptable.
It is unsustainable because it is
a low-lying coastal site that will be
subject to the impacts of climate
change as sea-level rises and
flooding and storm surges batter the
site. The plan seems to be that the
bulk of the site will eventually be
surrendered to the sea leaving the
nuclear reactors and spent fuel on a
mound as a sea-girt fortress behind
a 9m high wall. ‘The blunt truth is
that we cannot tell what conditions
will be like by the end of the century
let alone beyond, when highly
radioactive spent fuel and other
nuclear wastes will still be on a site
that could be unviable.’
Bradwell is an unsuitable site
for a project that can only be
achieved by utterly destroying
the peaceful, low profile rural,
marshland and estuarine landscape



and transforming it into an alien,
unbeautiful and unnecessary
industrial colossus. ‘Bradwell
B would savage a landscape,
community and environment that
can never be replicated or replaced.
To pursue the project in the face of
such destructiveness would be an act
of reckless irresponsibility.’
And Bradwell is unacceptable
because of the danger it poses to
communities around the Blackwater
and beyond. Despite every effort to
reduce risks, accidents can, and do,
happen. The chances may be small
but the consequences are huge,
and on the scale of Fukushima,
potentially affecting an area of half
a million people including large
towns like Colchester, Chelmsford
and Southend. However remote,
the possibility of radioactivity
spreading cannot be ruled out and
in that eventuality it could have
catastrophic consequences for which
counter-measures will most likely
prove totally ineffective.
For these reasons alone Bradwell
B should be a non-starter and the
proposals should be withdrawn. In
addition, there are specific proposals
each of which reinforces the case for
rejection.
One is the proposal for cooling
water, effectively a compromise to
avoid either taking water from the
estuary, which cannot cope with
the volumes (130 cubic metres per
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second), or direct from the sea,
which involves long 11.5k tunnels.
Tall 180m cooling towers with
plumes high up in the atmosphere
are clearly unacceptable. So, a
compromise of indirect cooling is
proposed taking less water from the
estuary but still impacting on fishing
and the oyster beds; combined with
squat but still very obtrusive 50m
cooling towers.
BANNG comments: ‘The hybrid
cooling system intended as a
compromise, adds insult to the
estuary and injury to the landscape;
truly the worst of all worlds.’
Another reason for rejection is
that there are no effective proposals
for managing highly radioactive
spent fuel and other nuclear wastes
beyond leaving them on site in socalled ’interim’ storage. BANNG
believes this is unacceptable for
three reasons. One, the store,
along with the power station
will be vulnerable to the impacts
of climate change. Two, beyond
2100 the wastes will be left on a
site in unknowable deteriorating
conditions for the unforeseeable
but far distant future. And three,
there are no plans for the longterm beyond the forlorn hope that
a disposal site will be available. The
absence of a convincing and credible
strategy for managing its highly
active wastes is a fundamental
reason for the Bradwell B project to
be abandoned.
The impact of Bradwell B on the
estuary and the Dengie Peninsula
will be severe. The estuaries and
coastal waters comprise the largest
Marine Conservation Zone in the
country explicitly to protect the
renowned Colchester Native Oyster.
Oysters and fish will be threatened
by the intake and discharge of
cooling water as well as by the port
facilities it is intended to introduce
to take in bulk materials for the
power station. The devastation of
marshland and precious habitat
will impact on the ecology and
Email: Editor@TheMayl.com		

especially the wintering habitats
for birds, including the 7% of the
world’s overwintering Brent Geese.
The cultural landscape, including St
Peter’s Chapel and other historical
sites, will be overwhelmed.
In short, the overall impact
will be on such a scale that the
existing tranquil, passive, fragile
and unpolluted environment of the
Blackwater will be replaced over time
by a noisy, dangerous and intrusive
industrial complex.
Bradwell B will not only transform
the environment, it will have a
profound impact on the economic
and social wellbeing of the whole
area. In the hope of gaining public
approval, Bradwell B is literally
buying its way into the area with the
promise of thousands of jobs and
millions of pounds of investment,
the provision of housing and
services, transport infrastructure
and other geegaws. During
construction there will be more than
10,000 workers, but only 3,000 from
within the region, the rest from
elsewhere, with many from overseas.
An economy tilted towards one
dominant industry will inevitably
impact on labour markets and is
likely to have distorting effects on
other activities. A development of
this scale cannot be measured simply
in terms of economic benefits. The
drawbacks must be measured too.
Much more information is needed
on the transformative impacts on
the economy and community from

4

a new nuclear power station. Issues
of balance, diversification, inequality
and employment must be addressed.
The same is true of the social
impacts of Bradwell B. Among the
issues needing thorough assessment
are the integration of such numbers
in the local community, for example
the impact of 4,500 workers, mainly
young people, living in campus-style
accommodation close by Bradwell
with a population of 500, or in
caravan parks scattered across the
Dengie. There are also transport
impacts to be considered and there
can be no hiding the fact that the
harm to environments and wellbeing
will be substantial and that the scale
of lorry movements, commuting
and public transport envisaged
contributes to the reasons for
refusal of the project as a whole.
BANNG is, therefore, calling
for a Social Impacts Assessment
to investigate the impacts on
the economy services, transport,
social integration and community
wellbeing. ‘I am confident such
an assessment will provide the
conclusive evidence that Bradwell B
will have a destructive, divisive and
detrimental impact on the area and
the wellbeing of its people.
BANNG urges all those who are
concerned to respond to the public
consultation (details on the Bradwell
B website). BANNG’s full response
together with advice on how to
respond may be found at:
www.banng.info/stage-one

,500 workers, mainly young

people, living in campus-style
accommodation close by Bradwell
with a population of 500

!
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A 16th  Century

R

eality receded into the
distance and became
a distant memory,
almost a dream.
Some villagers from
the next island had
invited us to visit their island, so we
obligingly sailed across to say hello.
We arrived in the peace of the
early morning, tied our ship securely
to the jetty, crowded into a couple of
battered bemos (local vans) and set
off up the smoking volcano, into the
jungle.
None of us had any idea what was
in store for us, but even so we were
taken aback when, after only a few
minutes, the bemo stopped. A local
man in a spotless official uniform
squashed himself in among us. In a
perfect Oxford English accent, and
completely unperturbed by either
the dirty, sweaty bodies crammed
in around him or our looks of
incredulity, he started explaining
the history of cashew cultivation on
the island and the best way to make
palm wine.
After about an hour’s drive, the
bemo stopped, kicked us out and
drove away as we gazed at the
animals looking suspiciously
from the trees. I think we were
about halfway up the volcano. Our
uniformed chaperone pointed down
a narrow path, and we followed his
direction cheerfully enough, our

bare toes squishing in the mud as we
watched the birds and lizards flee.
A man with a machete leapt out
from the trees. We froze, glanced
around, and found several men
waving machetes behind us. There
was no retreat. With nervous
glances at the captain, we followed
his lead and continued up the path.
We didn’t have far to go. The path
opened into a clearing housing a
small village. Our armed escort
joined the rest of the men with
machetes in an impressive warrior
dance to welcome us. Laughing as
we recovered from our shock, they
showed us around their traditional
house, where the rituals are
performed and clan meetings held,
then took us to another village
nearby.
As interesting as I found the
ensuing animal sacrifice ceremony
at an academic level, it left several of
the crew feeling queasy. I considered
offering to sharpen their machetes
to make it go faster, but I decided
that, under the circumstances, it
would probably be unwise to offend
our hosts. Despite my shipmates’
frequent complaints, I really did
know when to keep my mouth shut.
My clearest memories from that
episode are staring in fascination,
trying to calm some of the crew
down, and thinking how glad I was
that I wasn’t the captain, he had to
actively join in. I also felt extremely
sorry for the goat and the piglet,

that’s not a good way to die.
If we weren’t already aware that
we were a long way from home, that
left us in no doubt. The day only
became more surreal from there.
Next on the agenda was lunch
at the governor’s house. Bear in
mind that most of us wore only
a dirty t-shirt and shorts, were
either barefoot or in flip-flops,
hadn’t washed ourselves in days,
and hadn’t washed our clothes for
weeks. Despite our trepidation at
our general state, and despite the
fact that the unidentifiable cooked
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Sailing Ship on an
Indonesian Island
food had been sitting uncovered
in the sun for hours, lunch was
delicious. We were hungry, and the
governor's staff were friendly. When
we finished, we braced ourselves
and looked towards our captain,
wondering what was next.
We didn’t have to wonder for
long, the staff enthusiastically
escorted us to another room. Paint
flakes fell gently onto the colourful
children’s plastic chairs, neatly
arranged against the walls. Karaoke
and American line-dancing ensued.
Following instructions that were

called in a combination of Bahasa
Indonesia (the official language,
which one of us spoke) and the local
language (which none of us spoke)
proved an interesting challenge. We
managed to prove that line-dancing
is definitely safer when the clueless
foreigners (us) were barefoot.
The highlight was cupcakes.
Beautifully iced cupcakes, with little
rice-paper Disney characters on
them. I clearly remember staring
at Donald Duck, then up at the

volcano, and across to the jungle
where brightly coloured birds
swooped and squawked. I’m sure
Donald Duck was laughing at me.
Hours later, finally back on board,
we sat around the main hatch,
our feet resting on the grating,
and stared at each other in silence
wondering, “What on earth just
happened?”
It’s a very strange world when a
sixteenth-century ship feels like a
return to reality

Coming up next time...
In the Doldrums
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BLACKWATER RENOVATIONS
Introduction
Now, at 60 years of age, and being furloughed as a
self-employed salesman, I have found myself in a
situation of not knowing and probably one of the
last trades being able to get back to work. I have
throughout my career been able to adapt to many
trades, trained as a chef in my early years, I have also
owned two removal companies, owned a very well
known restaurant, Oscars in Leigh on Sea.
After that period I moved into painting and
decorating where I earned a good reputation with
many clients, offering also landscape design ideas to
compliment their gardens completely transforming
them after decorating their homes.
The last 25 years, I have been in sales, until this
awful Virus struck, and now find myself in a position
of having to change my career once more.
Painting & Decorating, Garden Landscaping and
General Handyman Services is my goal once again.
Offering a very personalised polite service at very
reasonable prices, treating every job as if it was my
own home, carrying out a quality service. As my wife
lives in Bangkok, running a construction company
and also doing fitted furniture, I find myself alone
many times, so am able to work very flexible days
and hours to suit clients.
All Quotations are personal and with no obligation.

Recognising the Community

T

he Maldon District Council Coronavirus
Response Team are aware that there are
hundreds of people who have been actively
providing support in the community during the
pandemic and they want to recognise and celebrate
this great community action.
Plans are underway for an online showcase of the
community’s efforts and the Response Team have
created themes so that the public can nominate
individuals and organisations to be recognised
for their contribution to the community in these
unprecedented times.
Maldon District residents can nominate any
individual or organisation who has contributed
to the community in one or more of the following
categories during the Coronavirus pandemic:
Creativity; Keeping Active; Technology;
Fundraising; Young Person; Neighbourliness; Team
Working; and Kindness.
If you’d like more details about the different
categories and/or would like to make a
nomination please go to www.maldon.gov.uk/
MaldonDistrictROS Closing date is Friday 28th
August so please don’t delay to nominate your
community hero.

Make It Click - IT Skills Workshops

M

Blackwater Renovations

Handyman Services
Garden Landscaping and Design
Painting & Decorating Interior and Exterior

Telephone Colin on: 07974 329134

aldon and District CVS are working in
collaboration with Moat Foundation to
bring you online training in the comfort of
your own home via Make it Click and the powers of
Zoom. You can learn how to access and use a range
of online courses to build your professional IT skills
including tips on working from home, using video
conferencing, upskilling with office packages and
more.
The online workshops will take place every
Friday at 10am starting from 12th June and there
really is something for everyone. Whether you’re
unemployed and looking for work; employed but
want to get promoted or move into a different
career; looking to start your own business; or selfemployed and want to use the internet to promote
and manage your business, come and join in one of
our friendly online support groups with continued
support from a Digital Buddy.
For joining instructions, to book your place or
to find out more, please email: connectadmin@
maldoncvs.org.uk or Nicky.Plumb@moat.co.uk
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PAINTING AND DECORATING SPECIALIST

Internal and External
plus Minor Repairs
Full Liability Insurance - 40 Years Experience
Free Quotes - Email: Davidprt@hotmail.co.uk

Telephone David: 07949 803201

C H PLASTERING
Plastering and

General Building Work

Completed to a Very High Standard
Competitive Prices - 35yrs Experience

Call Chris: 01621 772305 or 07780 503212

DOMESTIC ROOFING
Slate and Tiled Roofs New or Repaired

Specialist in Flat Roofing Felt and Fibreglass
Over 30 years Experience
Full Public Liability Insurance

01621 742229 or 07957 727150
email: yvesteer@aim.com

SANDRAS PLANTS

Hardy Herbaceous Perennials For Sale

In good size 2 - 3 Litre Pots - £5 Each or 3 for £14

Vendors for Plant Heritage Society Fairs at RHS Hyde Hall
Tel: 01621 740448 - 07765 304313
Email: rust.s@sky.com

JAS Tree Services
All aspects of tree work undertaken

Felling - Pruning - Crown Reduction - Hedgecutting

STORAGE
STORAGE

New Storage Containers to let in Mayland
20ft long - Separate access 24/7

Telephone: 01621 744996 or 07825 525975
www.jastreeservices.co.uk - jastreeservices@gmail.com

Telephone: 01621 773933

DISCLAIMER

MENORCA HOLIDAY VILLA

John Smith NPTC Qualified - FREE Quotation

All material contained within this publication is strictly
copyright and all rights are reserved. Reproduction in
any form without permission is prohibited. Every care is
taken by the publishers (The Maylands Mayl Ltd) in
compiling the contents of The Maylands Mayl Magazine,
but no responsibility is assumed for any injury, loss
or damage arising from any article or advertisement
contained within the publication. The views expressed
within this publication do not necessarily reflect the
views of the publishers.

WITH PRIVATE SWIMMING POOL FOR RENTAL
Close to Es Castell, short drive to gorgeous beaches

Sleeps 2 - 7
FREE
Brochure
Email:menorcaholiday@aol.com
Tel: 01621 741810
www.MenorcaHolidayVilla.co.uk
07860 232854
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Part TWO of TWO

Part One in last months Edition

D

ylan could almost
hear the silent
whisper emanating
from those ghastly
eyes.
The whisper was
powerful and pulled at him. That
same pull from that same invisible
rope he had witnessed earlier. It
tugged at his soul, upending his
insides. And it tugged at his ankles,
almost making him buckle.
Slowly, he sunk into a form of
paralysis. His feet melted and
merged with the floor beneath him.
His heart, an amalgamation of
thunderous drums that beat at
him incessantly, breaking down his
resistance and bringing him to a
silent trance.
Suddenly, a bark from nearby
woke him and a surge of natural
instinct made him hold onto the
ledge for support. He kept on his
feet. He peered once again out of the
window. Those wretched yellow eyes
were still there though the pull was
weaker. What did it want from him?
All this could not possibly be real,
he reassured himself. He had to be
hallucinating. He just had to be.
Ghosts did not exist. Monsters
did not exist. Spirits did not exist.
They were all beyond the realms of
physical reality. What would Danny
say? Or even Mitch? No, this was all
some kind of temporary psychotic
delusion. If he kept his eyes shut,
the pull would not affect it. It would
all go away. It had to.
So Dylan closed his eyes firmly shut.
His mind began to wade through
the possible scientific explanations
that could justify what he had just

witnessed. His mind twisted and
coiled. It slivered and searched. It
sought for some meaning amongst
the deluge of the supernatural. And,
finally, it found an answer.
It was probably was some kind of
insect that could glow! He had read
about fireflies once in the school
library. Their bodies produced
some kind of chemical reaction
that presented itself in a glowing
yellow light. It was supposed to help
with warning other insects to keep
away or to attract other fireflies to
the area, there was more to it than
that but that was all Dylan could
remember.
Fireflies were known to be
mesmerising. Fireflies were
beautiful. And in his childishness,
he had mistaken their fiery glow for
the eyes of a ghastly figure.
“Fireflies in the night. Fireflies in
the night. Fireflies in the night.”
Dylan kept repeating it to himself
as though the mantra would flow
through his body and arrest his fear.
When he opened his eyes, the small
dots would have flown away.
He gripped the ledge. He held
his eyes closed for a second longer,
afraid to believe in his newfound
theory. Yet, slowly but surely he
began unwrapping his eyes like a
scrunched up ball of paper slowly
uncreasing itself. When he opened
them he focused on the same tree
from before. The dots were gone!
The night was a uniform
blackness. No dark figure was
discernable anywhere.
Dylan breathed a sigh of relief. His
heartbeat ceased drumming . His
rapacious breathing was calming

itself. This time he would take no
chances. He closed the window shut
and locked it. He turned and walked
quietly toward his mother's room. It
was far more neatly arranged than
his own and the bed more spacious.
His mother looked graceful and at
peace. He slid in beside her.
Yet he still wouldn't dare sleep.
He was in no mood to succumb to
relaxation despite the fact that the
eyes, if that is what they indeed
were, had vanished. Hallucinations
or no hallucinations, sleep was a lost
cause tonight. He would have to
be vigilant.
There was an old electronic alarm
clock beside her bed and he had
decided to stare at it. He set on his
side and resolved to stay awake all
night and edged closer toward his
mother so he could absorb her heat.
His mother's back provided the
warmth and protection he craved
and within the hour he was fighting
the urge to sleep.
Just then, Dylan felt he heard
something. The whine of a dog? The
sound of a rusted swing as it moved
in the wind? He wasn't sure. But
there was definitely a sound.
Armed with his theory about the
fireflies and the fact that they had
disappeared earlier, Dylan edged
once more toward the window. There
was nothing. Just the trees, silent
and brooding as always.
He sighed to himself. He knew it
would take him a few days to finally
learn to lose the paranoia.
As he was about to return
victoriously to the bed, Dylan
spotted something. It was barely
visible. Something pale and rather
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tiny. A small white line. Its purity
stood out against the dark brown
bark of the large tree. What was it?
Dylan strained his eyes. It looked
like a piece of chalk on the tree.
Was it a finger? “No.” He gasped,
as he saw four more claw themselves
onto the tree and a hand was now
unmistakable.
A pale, distorted hand. It was too
pale to be human. And now, from
behind the tree, emerged those
two yellow dots that seemed to
fixate upon him and draw out the
very essence of everything he once
thought humanly possible.
From under the yellow dots came
something that made Dylan queasy
with fright. It smiled.
The grin itself was contorted. Not
quite reptilian. Not quite vindictive.
But rather carefree and child-like.
Worst of all it smiled like it knew
something Dylan didn’t know.
It was all too much for Dylan now.
“Mum!” He could barely formulate
a whisper. No answer. As he turned
Email: Editor@TheMayl.com		

back toward the window, the figure
was gone. There was something
like a thud at the front door. It was
followed by another.
Two soft deliberate thuds. There
was a pause between them too. The
type of pause that turned a simple
knock into an instrument of mental
torture. The type of pause that was
symptomatic of the confidence of
someone who knew he was coming
in, either way. It was coming for him.
Dylan felt the pull. As though
those pale bony fingers were at his
ankles. Enticing him to submit. To
walk down the stairs and open the
door.
He thought only of his mother.
He had to be louder now. She was
in danger too! “MUM!” He shouted.
Still no answer. He could hear the
footsteps now. Creak. Creak.
Again, they were slow and
deliberate. Each step squeezing
every last drop of tension out of the
plank of wood before moving on to
the next step.

It couldn’t be far now. Maybe
another nine feet. Creak. Creak. He
couldn’t just stand there. Another
seven steps and the figure would be
by the door.
Somewhere from deep inside him,
his primal instinct managed to
transgress the opium of fear and
he screamed. He screamed for his
life and for his mother.
“MUMMMMM!” The walking
ceased. There was silence. The thing
was at the door now. And still his
mum did not answer. Dylan sprang
forward like a madman. He shook
his mother's back violently.
The back of her head was no longer
bobbing softly though and the duvet
was no longer rising and falling with
the subtlety of her breathing.
She was awake! Finally, a ray of
hope! She turned and faced him.
“What's wrong, petal?” She asked.
But Dylan's face withdrew in terror.
In place of her loving eyes were
two yellow dots. The door opened.
And Dylan resisted no longer...
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CHILDHOOD MEMORIES FROM
Pull the wrong zip
and your trousers will
fall down”. We had
bumped into a cheeky
colleague from my father’s work who
clearly thought that my trendy new
multi-zipped, faux leather jacket
was fair game; which if I’m honest it
probably was.
My mother had taken me to
our local men’s outfitters as it was
deemed that my latest growth spurt
had left my trousers and jackets at
an unacceptably short length. It
didn’t bother me though, as to my
mind, shorter trouser length just
meant it was that much easier to
pull them up to knee high in order
to wade through the nearby chalk
stream in search of sticklebacks
and frogs. We were rarely successful
on such missions but the resident
leeches usually found their mark. My
friends would gaze on, fascinated
by the bloody bite marks left on my
legs as I prised the critters off with a
blunt penknife. A health and safety
horror show.

The Man’s Shop
The aptly named ‘Man’s Shop’
was where we went for clothes and
trendy trainers. It was the only
shop for miles around selling this
sort of thing in our neck of the
woods back in the 1970s. It would
be another decade before George
Davies launched ‘Next’ onto British
high streets. To be fair though, Mr
McCarthy stocked all the latest
gear. Paper thin ‘Farah’ slacks in
garish pastel shades hung next to
flared Wrangler jeans while in the
‘sports section’ one could try on a
‘Ronnie Corbett’ Lyle and Scott golf
sweater or a smart navy ‘blazer’ with

gold buttons. It was also where my
mother dragged me for the annual
school uniform fit-out. I found
the whole process excruciatingly
embarrassing and, along with visits
to Mr Stoddart the dentist for
teeth extractions or getting my hair
cut by Mr Trello the barber from
Seville (yes, really), one of my least
favourite things to do.

Roller hockey
My memories of the 1970s are
essentially an eclectic jumble of stuff
that must have seemed quite good
at the time and other stuff that,
quite frankly, was rubbish then and
still is today. A case in point were
roller-skates. These fell into the
‘seemed-quite-good-at-the-time’
category. My brother and I strapped
these to our shoes with red leather
laces and played ‘roller hockey’ in
our front drive which our parents
had thoughtfully tarmacked into
a wonderfully smooth surface. We
thought that we had reached the
pinnacle of coolness as we fired off
snap-shots against the fence and
body-checked each other into next
door’s hedge. Saturday afternoon
American ice hockey coverage
on ITV’s iconic ‘World of Sport’
perfected our skating skills. So cool.
Cool, that was until our friends
‘the twins’ glided by one afternoon
riding mini surfboards on wheels.

Stone Age
The roller-skates were quickly
forgotten as we compared notes
on this new mode of transport. We
were particularly envious of the
brightly coloured, soft rubber wheels
with their seemingly silent bearings
mounted on self-steering axles. Our

roller-skate wheels were obviously
from the stone age and had now
fallen well and truly into the
‘rubbish’ category. The twins were
rich, or at least their jag driving dad
was, and always had the latest stuff.
Drastic action was needed.

Skateboard Coffin
By the end of the day we had
taken dad’s junior hack-saw to our
skates to separate the wheels and
had sourced some old plywood
sheeting from the garage. A few
well positioned bolts later and, hey
presto, we had manufactured our
home-made skateboards complete
with fine grit sandpaper glued to
the deck for added grip. Now that
really was cool. Dad didn’t think so
though. He was torn between telling
us off for destroying perfectly good
roller-skates and congratulating us
on our inventiveness. Mrs Clarke,
who lived at the top of Foxdale
Hill, didn’t think so either as she
chased us out of her front driveway
which we had been using as an
‘acceleration ramp’ to gain a few
extra yards of speed as we rode our
boards ‘coffin style’ lying prone, feet
first at high speed down the road.
The incline incorporated a gradual
blind bend around which we hurtled
with cavalier disregard for other
road users. To be fair this was one
of the good bits about suburbia in
the 1970s. There were less cars, a lot
less cars, so most of the time we got
away with it.

X-ray
We didn’t always though. It wasn’t
too long before I found myself
sitting in the doctor’s surgery with
my mother awaiting an x-ray on my

32 The Maylands Mayl July 2020								

Email: Editor@TheMayl.com

A MUCH MUCH SLOWER WORLD
left wrist. Helmets, knee pads and
gloves were safety equipment either
not yet invented or just not available
to us. I wore my splint with pride at
school the next day. It was a trophy.
To my friends it was indisputable
evidence of extreme bravery while
riding a home-made, death-trap
skateboard at irresponsibly excessive
speeds.

Off the leash
A slower world? In some senses
it was. There was less traffic, no
internet and the weekends seemed
to stretch away into the far distance.
It never rained.
A more trusting world? Our
parents, and those of our friends,
seemed perfectly happy to let us off
the leash for hours on end. It wasn’t

uncommon for us to be out of the
house all day exploring the river or
testing out our latest skateboard
designs in a ‘quiet’ cul-de-sac. Did
they know where we were? In a
word, no. Nokia were still producing
paper products and bicycles, and
while Samsung’s tellies were getting
better they hadn’t quite got round
to mobile phones yet. Were we in
danger? Yes, but not as much as
one might think. Our detailed local
knowledge, self-taught ‘road sense’
and absolute faith in our friends to
get us out of a tight spot, should the
need arise, kept us alive and, most of
the time, relatively safe.

Stranger danger
We knew not to accept sweets
from strangers offering us lifts and
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were acutely aware of the dangers
of life ‘down on the farm’ thanks
to graphic ‘safety’ films shown to
us in school by our well-meaning
teachers in which unfortunate
children drowned in slurry pits
or inadvertently drank poison. In
short, we were survivors. We saw
ourselves as adventurers and longed
to live in the woods in a log cabin
like Huckleberry Finn.

Snake belt
A better world? Probably not,
but my rose tinted spectacles tend
to gloss over the rubbish bits. That
said, my multi-zipped, faux leather
jacket was, and still is, way the
coolest item I’ve ever worn. And my
snake buckle belt insured that my
trousers never headed south
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Before
Edging

After
Edging

RUGS

WHY NOT MAKE YOUR OWN RUG
Purchase one of our many Remnants and we will cut it to the size you require and EDGE it for you as well

Website at:
aclarkecarpets.com

01621 928770

Carpets & Flooring

07718 063942

Est
1995

Smart Motor Company

SERVICING & REPAIRS
To all makes of vehicle
MOT & DIAGNOSTICS
Telephone: 07768 132655
Unit 16 Mayland Ind Estate, Mayland CM3 6BE

ANN’S CARS 01621 741621 - 07484 728738

Family run taxi service established over 10 years
Reliable service will take you anywhere you wish to go
Shopping Trip Airport Seaport Train Station Hospital
We will even wait to bring you home

YOU DRINK
THEATRE TRIPS

Consultant: Karen Johnson
07971 756278 kazza3373@gmail.com facebook.com/121dietkarenj

B&H TAXIS
Email: BandHTaxis @ gmail.com

WE DRIVE
DINNER DATES

6 & 8 Seater Cars available on request

ANY OCCASION

07896 553610

ANY LOCATION

We’ll meet your PLANES and BOATS and TRAINS and of course COACHES too!
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T

im tried his best to skip
school that morning. The
weather was appalling,
but his mum had seen
through his faux headache. How
well she knew him! Hence, Tim was
now trudging along a mud path on
his bike, heading towards school.
Cottonwood School wasn’t large
and everyone knew everyone. Today,
a new teacher had turned up in
the classroom, and the whole class
gawped on with an odd curiosity.
New people always stood out in the
village. Although there was a busy
road not far away, strangers rarely
stayed for long. Sure, they had a
corner store that sold sandwiches to
hikers, but that was about as exciting
as it got in Cottonwood.
“I’m Mr. Moon and I’m here to
prepare you for your visit down the
mines.” The old mines were open
for private tours only. Every pupil
had jumped at the chance to go deep
down underground. “Raise your
hands if you are going?” The teacher
asked. The whole class reached for
the air. “Right then, have any of you
ever been underground before?” Mr.
Moon asked.
Not so many put up their hands
the second time. “And, how many of
you have been in caves in complete
darkness?”
Tim watched a thin smile appear
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on Mr. Moon's face. At the same
time, he noted a blue light flickering
in his eyes. It was so quick he wasn’t
sure it was real. Squeezing his eyes
tight, he opened them again but no
one else had noticed. Tim turned to
Darren.
“Did you see that?” he asked his
friend. “What? “Nothing…never
mind,” Tim replied, now thinking he
had imagined it.
Tim looked closer at the new
teacher. He could see his lips moving
but no sound came out of his mouth.
Yet, his classmates were mesmerized
by whatever Mr. Moon was saying.
Something wasn’t right...
An icy chill swept over his body,
causing him to shudder. What was
that? It had felt like icy cold water
flooding over his senses. “Tim, can
you hear me?” A disembodied voice
spoke in his mind.
He squeezed his eyes again, to
shake off the odd feeling he had. You
know you can hear me, a different
voice spoke. Tim knew that it was the
voice of his new teacher. No, I can’t
hear you, sir, he tried to shout out
but no sound came from his mouth.
I’ll see you soon enough, Tim,
and then you can help me, the new
teacher replied. Two blue flickering
eyes looked down at his body. Where
was he? Why was he laying in a
puddle, outside on the floor?

“It’s okay, honey, I’ve got you,” his
mum’s voice echoed. “You’ve fallen
off your bike and bumped your head
in this dreadful weather. Come on,
sweetie, get up off the muddy floor.
I’ll take the bike if you can walk,
okay?” “Mum, what’s going on?” Tim
asked, rubbing his aching head.
“I came after you because you
forgot your lunch when you marched
out of the house. It’s a good job
too, because you’ve fallen off your
bike. Goodness knows how long you
might have laid here if I hadn’t come
after you. Looks like you’re going to
get that day off school after all. Come
on, honey, let’s hobble back home.”
“But…but…the man…the new
teacher?” Tim stuttered as the
freezing rain drenched him all the
more. “I’ll ring school, don’t
worry," his mum said, holding onto
his bike as they pushed against the
howling cold wind. “Have I got a new
teacher?” A shivering Tim asked his
mum.
“Yes, I had a call from school
yesterday. He’s coming to tell you
about the trip down the mines.
Don’t worry, honey, you’ll meet him
tomorrow.” Tim squeezed his eyes
shut again, only this time to keep
out the rain and wind. As he opened
them up, he spotted the garden gate.
Thank goodness they were home, it
had been a very peculiar morning.
July 2020 The Maylands Mayl 35

NO

N
NO O SA
UP w F L
FR ith EE E
O
NT
CO
ST
S!

An invitation for a
free market appraisal
from your local office...

35 The Street, Latchingdon
Chelmsford CM3 6JP

info@paulmasonassociates.co.uk

www.paulmasonassociates.co.uk

Bruce House 17 The Street, Hatfield Peverel
Chelmsford CM3 2DP
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