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RECOGNITION OF SERVICE
AWARDS

FEELING GOOD, CARING
WELL

MENTAL HEALTH ONLINE
TRAINING

The Maldon District Coronavirus
Response Team are aware that there
are people who have been actively
providing support in the community
during the pandemic and they want
to recognise this. The Response
Team have created themes so that
the public can nominate individuals
and organisations to be recognised
for their contribution to the
community in these awful times.
Maldon District residents
can nominate any individual or
organisation who has contributed
to the community in one or more of
the following categories during the
Coronavirus pandemic: Creativity;
Keeping Active; Technology;
Fundraising; Young Person;
Neighbourliness; Team Working;
and Kindness.
If you’d like more details about
the different categories and/or
would like to make a nomination
please go to: www.maldon.gov.uk/
MaldonDistrictROS
Closing date is Friday 28th August.

Action for Family Carers provides
free sessions and activities to
support the wellbeing of Carers
across Essex and currently have 4
‘Feeling Good, Caring Well’ videos
available on their website including:

Maldon and District Community
Voluntary Services have booked
Essex based charity InterAct to
provide online training in Mental
Health First Aid in August 2020.
The course is aimed at anyone who
cares for or works with someone
who is vulnerable or wants to learn
new skills.
It helps you identify and deal with
people with mental health issues,
giving you strategies and techniques
to help support people both at work
and in daily life.
One day online sessions are
available on either 20th or 21st
August from 10 am to 3.30 pm,
including breaks.
For more information and to book
your place please contact Catherine
by email:
catherine@maldoncvs.org.uk
or Telephone: 01621 851891.
The number of participants is
limited to 16 per day. You will
be sent a link to join your chosen
course once booked.

• Belly Breathing – to reduce
stress and aid relaxation (18
minutes)
• EFT – a technique to support
wellbeing and relieve stress (18
minutes
• Mindfulness for stress relief (30
minutes)
• Pure relaxation (20 minutes)
The videos are free to view. To
access please go to:
https://affc.org.uk/services/
adult-carers/feeling-goodcaring-well

A SELECTION OF VOLUNTEERING VACANCIES
More Information at: www.volunteeressex.org or Telephone: 01621 851891
SECRETARY
BOARD OF TRUSTEES

HERITAGE CENTRE
VOLUNTEERS

CHARITY RETAIL
VOLUNTEERS

A local Museum is looking for a
Secretary to their Board of Trustees.
The role involves arranging and
supporting board meetings,
including taking minutes, ensuring
accurate and up to date information
is collated and ensuring the charity
complies with legal requirements.
You’ll need experience of minute
taking and maintaining records in a
committee environment, effective
organisation, interpersonal and
communication skills. You’ll also
be proficient with Word, Excel,
PowerPoint and Adobe Acrobat.

Volunteers are needed for this
centrally located heritage centre reopening early July. The role includes
opening up at the start of the day,
greeting visitors, maintaining
the appearance of the exhibits
and keeping public areas tidy.
Volunteers will also help with sale of
art work and souvenirs and topping
up stock displays as required. You
should enjoy working with the
public, have good people skills, basic
numeracy skills, a knowledge of
Maldon District and an interest in
history. Full training provided.

If you are enthusiastic, outgoing
and like chatting to people, why
not join this local High Street retail
team?
You’ll make customers feel
welcome, help them find what
they’re looking for and assist
with purchases. Various roles are
available such as customer services,
cash handling, sorting clothes and
accessories and sorting antiques and
collectibles.
The shop and stock is located over
2 floors so some fitness is required
to go between floors. Flexible hours.
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Essex
Largest Independent Oven Cleaning Company in Essex
totally Trusted by over 8,000 Customers in the Region

WE CLEAN ALL KINDS OF APPLIANCES
Oven Cleaning
BBQ Cleaning
Range Ovens
Microwaves

Hob & Extractor
Fridge Freezer
AGA Cleaning
Dishwashers

Odour Free, Eco friendly domestic cleaning that
will have your appliance looking as good as new
All Staff
are
DBS Checked

Trading
Standards
Approved

Book your clean now!
www.essexovencleaners.co.uk

01245 451003 - 07816 762869
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ESSEX

POLICE
Protecting and serving Essex

A

s the Covid19 restrictions
are eased and we cautiously
emerge from the security
of our homes whilst not wishing
to alarm we do need to remember
to secure our property once again.
Whether we are just going to the
shops, going out for the day or
perhaps taking that well deserved
break make sure your home is
secure and it looks like you are still
there.
Just a few tips to remind you:
• Ensure that windows, doors,
outbuildings and gates are closed
and locked correctly, make
sure all tools are put away too.
Remember with PVCu and similar

doors – when locking Lift the
handle, turn and remove the key.
If you have a night latch and a
mortice lock ensure that you lock
both not just the night latch.
• No keys outside in hidey holes
please, the thief will find them no
matter how well you think they
are hidden.
• Create the illusion of occupancy:
A radio on, a chair that looks
like you have just got up, book
or magazine open with a pair of
spectacles and a mug next to it,
a vacuum cleaner with the lead
trailing out of sight (not plugged
in), the usual signs of habitation
and don’t leave it too tidy.

C H PLASTERING
Plastering and

General Building Work

Completed to a Very High Standard
Competitive Prices - 35yrs Experience

Call Chris: 01621 772305 or 07780 503212

LTD

SPARKLEBRITE

DOMESTIC
and
COMMERCIAL
CLEANERS

OVER 17 YEARS’ CLEANING EXPERIENCE

Daily, Weekly, Fortnightly or Monthly
One off Blitz
Spring Cleaning

Venturing Out
from Lockdown

Hygiene Cleans
House Clearances

Tel: 01621 744545 / 742288
Email: info@sparklebrite.co.uk

Unit 2, Red Lions Business Centre, Burnham Road, Latchingdon CM3 6JH

• Consider a doorbell that you
can answer remotely on your
smartphone. A lot of these you
can add further CCTV cameras
that you listen and speak through
too.
• Use automatic timer-switches to
turn your lights on when it gets
dark, also consider a “Fake TV”
unit discretely hidden from view.
• If you have an intruder alarm
make sure that you set it before
leaving and ensure that your
neighbours know who the
keyholders are.
• Keys to other cars; put them away
and in a “faraday bag” if you have
a keyless car.

STORAGE
STORAGE

New Storage Containers to let in Mayland
20ft long - Separate access 24/7

Telephone: 01621 773933
Leave It to Me

Do you need help?
Call me and let’s have a chat
Whatever your needs Judith and her team will provide a
trustworthy and capable service which is second to none
See our website for testimonials from satisfied customers

01621 842659

07715 167752

www.leave-it-to-me.co.uk

Judith Hood
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Relocated to larger Showroom... Lots more Choice... Many New Lines

We Supply and Fit...
Laminate
Carpets
Vinyl
LVT

Carpets & Flooring
The Flooring Store that comes to your Door!
or why not Visit our New Large Showroom!

find us on

Telephone: 01621 928770 - 07718 063942

Highly Experienced Fitters
Options to suit ALL budgets
1000’s of Samples to choose from
Domestic & Contract Work Undertaken
Any Written Quote beaten by at least 10%

FREE Home Quotations

VERY COMPETITIVE PRICES

All work Fully Insured and Guaranteed

Email: info@aclarkecarpets.com

ROOMSIZED REMNANTS
AT

UNBEATABLE PRICES

Web: www.aclarkecarpets.com
Unit 1, Red Lion Business Centre, Burnham Road, Latchingdon CM3 6JH
Email: Editor@TheMayl.com						
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G

eometry... Asymmetric

shapes stitched in Breton
red sailcloth slide silently
across a distant, heat-hazed
horizon. Their presence
belies the boat beneath.
The shimmering surface of the Blackwater
is only fleetingly visible through curtains of
marram grass and mud banks. A traditional
Thames barge is plotting an ebb-tide path
down-river to the sea en route to Ipswich
with a cargo of tourists. Its trapezoid
topsails are fine-trimmed to catch illusive
wind zephyrs as they hurry over the water to
meet their fate on Bradwell’s shingle shore
where their energy is stubbed out abruptly.
Her scalene jib smooths the weather-helm
transmitted through the wheel to the
skipper’s experienced hands and her mizzen,
the ultimate workhorse, adds useful square
footage to the rig in the light salt marsh air.

Elemental
This is Hydrogen; originally one of three.
Her sister ship, Oxygen, lies forlorn and
forgotten on the muddy tidal fringes
within sight of Maldon’s quaint quayside
community. Mastless and barely recognisable
she will soon return to the earth from where
the oak trees which shaped her hull once
grew. It is an eerie juxtaposition of new life
and hope for the future alongside the decay
and death of the past. Of Carbon, the third
sister from John Gill’s Rochester yard, there
is even less trace. She merits a mention in
the annuls of the Mersea Museum but as to
her physical hulk, nothing survives other
than the atoms which formed her timbers.

It is a far cry from the bustle of the east
coast cargo trade once plied by this beautiful
barge.

Sunburnt Sailcloth
At low water you will find the survivors
berthed beam on beam, busy with activity
as their company make ready for the next
voyage. Some are at home while others give
away their ports on gilded plates emblazoned
across their sterns. Harwich and Rochester
snuggle up with Faversham and Whitstable.
Their faded oak decks are caulked with pitch
and worn wonderfully smooth by years of
saltwater and the footfall of countless crew.
Neat coils of rope absorb the summer heat;
sleeping cobras waiting to take the strain.
Furled sails, full of potential, lie dormant,
trussed to their spars and gathered like
wrinkled, leathery, sunburnt skin. Running
rigging and rope ladders connect and support
like a cat’s cradle; a spider’s web of twisted
hemp.

The old women and the Sea
So who are these old ladies of the sea? Take
a stroll along Hythe quayside; they all have
stories to tell. Hydrogen is the Kentish lass
who will offer you a wee dram. She became
the Bell’s whisky barge promoting the amber
spirit far and wide. A far cry from her oily
beginnings hauling two hundred tons of
creosote and tar from the Thames to the Firth
of Forth. Alongside lies Thistle, the true Scot
of the fleet. Iron forged on the Clyde, the
interloper from North of the border carrying
coal from Newcastle. Straining at their
lines, Kitty from Gas House Creek and Fred
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Horlock’s Reminder are the thoroughbred
racing machines; match racing victors of the
Orwell and Stour. George Smeed’s classy
lines and sleek paintwork hint at the Kent
born entrepreneur who would rather you
considered him a gentleman of business
than the low born smuggler he was at heart.
She is the glamorous grandmother of the
fleet built in the 1880s to haul yellow bricks
to London.

Captain Canary
So, they all have a story to tell but none
stranger than Rochester’s Lady Daphne.
Another speed merchant; she made many
trips along England’s south coast laden

with Portland stone. On a wintry Boxing
day night in 1927, headed for Fowey on
the Cornish coast, her skipper was washed
overboard leaving just two terrified hands
on deck.
They abandoned ship and were rescued by
the brave crew of the Lizard lifeboat leaving
Lady Daphne to disappear into the Atlantic
darkness under nothing more than her jib
and captained by the skipper’s canary. A
few stormy hours later she had successfully
evaded the treacherous rocks of the Isles of
Scilly and gently beached herself on Tresco’s
silver sand from where she lived to fight
another day. Perhaps she ought to have been
renamed Lady Luck?

Email: Editor@TheMayl.com						

August 2020 The Maylands Mayl 9

Pavement Licences

B

usinesses in the Maldon
District can now
apply for fast tracked
temporary pavement
licences to better serve
their customers while adhering to
social distancing and Covid secure
guidelines.
The Business and Planning Bill
2020 received approval on 22 July.
Owing to proactive work by the
Council, under section 2 of the Act,
Maldon District Council is now able
to consider and approve temporary
pavement licences in the district.
Applications can be made via
www.maldon.gov.uk/concessions
Businesses are asked to read the
guidance carefully for eligibility
and their responsibilities as the
applicant/business owner and to
take note that the closing date for
the scheme is 31 August 2020.
Licences can be granted until 1st
April 2021. They will be subject

to formal and public consultation
and decisions will take only a
couple of weeks. It is important for
businesses to understand that they
must operate with in their approved
planning and approved licences.
In addition, The Council remains
open to more novel ideas that would
support businesses to make use of
open public space (Parks and Car
Parks for example) and applications
of this nature can be made via the
link on the same webpage:
www.maldon.gov.uk/concessions
We are also inviting local
independent businesses to register
as part of our ‘keep it local’ initiative
“Made on the Saltmarsh Coast”
visit:
www.SaltmarshCoast.co.uk to
register and for more information.
Councillor Adrian Fluker, Leader
of Maldon District Council, said;
“I am very pleased that we can
now explore ways of helping

Splash Park & Beach Huts

M

aldon District Council
has announced it
will not be opening
the Splash Park and
Beach Huts in the Valley area of
Promenade Park this year.
Director of Service Delivery
Richard Holmes said: “All water
parks in the country will be facing
the same difficult decision and
timescale pressures of the summer
months. The Council expects to
receive an update on reopening
of pools and water parks from
government mid-July.
“We know the continued
closure will be a disappointment
for residents and visitors. Sadly,
however, it’s not a case of simply
turning on the taps. A specialist
company is required to bring the
Splash Park back into service after
its Winter shutdown in September

2019 and this request has already
been booked and cancelled twice.
“Each year we recruit and train
staff to operate the park and
ensure public safety. Safeguarding
requirements for the Disclosure
Barring Service checks take at least
six to ten weeks, by which time, the
season will have unfortunately come
to an end.
"We understand that this will be
a great disappointment to many
of you who come to Promenade
Park, and we are disappointed too.
However, to reopen a facility where
we could put users at risk would
be irresponsible of us. The health
and welfare of visitors is always our
priority.
“There are still plenty of things
open in the Park, refreshments
available from the kiosks, adventure
golf, petting zoo, tennis courts,

businesses to serve their customers.
Temporary pavement licences
will allow businesses to observe
social distancing measures whilst
welcoming customers back to enjoy
all that the District has to offer.
We’re also keen to receive other
more innovative ideas about making
use of public space.
“When out in the District
though, it is important that
everyone continues to follow the
Government guidance around
social distancing and hand washing
to keep everyone safe and well.”
Maldon District Council is also
supporting the National ‘Eat Out to
Help Out’ Campaign and encourages
food-based businesses to take part.
The scheme is open to hotels, leisure
centres and office canteens as well
as restaurants. Businesses can
register now ready for the start of
the scheme on the 3rd August. To
register go to:
www.gov.uk/guidance/registeryour-establishment-for-the-eatout-to-help-out-scheme

sandpit, picnic areas, toilets
have reopened throughout the
park (10am – 5pm), with social
distancing measures in place, and
we hope to be able to reopen our
play sites in the coming weeks.”
Cllr Adrian Fluker, Leader of
Maldon District Council, said; “We
appreciate that not reopening the
splash park and beach huts will be
disappointing. The difficulty we have
in being able to reopen the area,
coupled with the health and safety
concerns, has meant that we have
had to make the difficult decision
not to open this part of the Park.
We will be taking the opportunity
to undertake maintenance and
improvement works to the Splash
Park ready for next year. It is still
important that social distancing and
regular handwashing is maintained
whilst in the Park and we would also
ask visitors to help us to keep our
Park clean and tidy.”
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ACL ONLINE COURSES FREE SCHOOL MEALS LIBRARIES UPDATE

Looking for a new hobby? ACL Essex
has launched a range of new creative
and cultural learning courses
starting from September, including:
• art and photography
• pottery
• cookery and baking
• floristry
• photography
• music

Learn a new language
It's never too late to learn a new
language, and ACL Essex is offering
free online workshops for beginners
and intermediates. The language
courses include Spanish, French,
German, Italian and Japanese.
Visit the ACL Essex website to
browse language courses and sign
up. www.aclessex.com

BACK TO BUSINESS
Get FREE Support
for your Business

Is your child going into Year 3 at
school this September? Until now,
they may have received free school
meals as part of the government’s
universal infant free school meals
For reception, Year 1 and Year 2
classes. Your child may be eligible
for free school meals for Year 3 and
above.
If so, you need to apply between
25 July and 10 August to ensure that
your application can be considered
before the start of term.
You may be entitled if you receive
one of the following:
• Income Support
• Income-based Jobseeker's
Allowance
• Child Tax Credit (not Working
Tax Credit), with an annual
income below £16,190
• Pension Guarantee Credit
• Employment and Support
Allowance, income related
• Support under part 6 of the
Immigration and Asylum Act,
1999

Back to Business Essex is here to
support business growth during
COVID-19 and beyond.
We're supporting small-tomedium sized enterprises to build
a proactive plan in response to the
pandemic.
Whether you need support with
staffing, operations, marketing,
supply chain or finances, our wide
range of services can help you get
back on your feet.
www.backtobusinessessex.co.uk
Email: Editor@TheMayl.com		

• Working Tax Credit run-on,
paid for 4 weeks after you stop
qualifying for Working Tax Credit
• Universal Credit, with a
household income of £7,400 or
less (after tax and not including
any benefits you get).
Did you know that school meals are
not the only benefit to your child?
Their School also gets extra support
to help and develop your child’s
education if your child is eligible.
To apply for free school meals visit:
www.essex.gov.uk/free-school-meals

Essex Library Services are pleased
to have begun their phased reOpening back in early July and are
delighted to welcome customers
back to the library. When you come
to visit, you’ll notice they’ll look at
little different with the measures
we’ve put in place for the safety
of staff and customers, following
Government guidance. You will also
be asked for your contact details to
support NHS Test and Trace.
Please visit the library alone
where possible, as the number of
customers allowed to visit at any
time will be reduced, but we do
understand you may need to bring
your children with you. Remember
you are responsible for their
supervision and they should also
maintain social distancing.
The service on offer will be limited.
You’ll be able to stay in the library
for up to 15 minutes to browse the
shelves and return, renew, borrow
and pay for items using the selfservice machines. Whilst browsing
try not to touch too many items, as
any you decide not to borrow will
need to be put aside, reducing the
choice for others. To help you with
this, libraries have children’s book
bundles ready for you to borrow.
All other services and facilities
are temporarily suspended, so there
will be no study spaces, computers
or printing, toilet access or events
and activities. These will be reviewed
frequently so they can be offered
again as soon as it is safe to do so.
If you are missing our rhymetimes
or are looking for activities to
engage with your child don’t forget
our LibrariesFromHome resources.
Here you’ll find all our online
rhymetime,craft and story videos as
well as our ebooks, e-audio, e-comics
and e-magazines for children and
online learning resources.
www.librariesconnected.org.uk
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'Life-line' for those feeling
socially isolated beyond Covid-19
The Covid-19 pandemic may have
physically kept communities apart
for several months, but communities
across Essex have pulled together
more than ever.
Essex residents and community
groups responded quickly when The
Essex Welfare Service, which was
established within the space of a
week in response to Covid-19, called
for willing volunteers.
Due to its success the service
has developed into the Essex
Wellbeing Service and Essex County
Council is now encouraging those
who are socially isolated or in
need of support to get in touch to
take advantage of the hundreds
of volunteers available to offer a
helping hand.
Councillor Susan Barker, Cabinet
Member for Customer, Corporate,
Culture and Communities, Essex
County Council, said: “The last few
months have been tough for many
people, with enforced long periods
of no physical contact with others
and, in some circumstances, no
communication at all.

For others, a return to ‘normal
life’ as lockdown measures decrease
may exacerbate their anxieties. The
support network they’ve had for
several months may no longer be
there, as people return to work.
We shouldn’t underestimate the
impact of social isolation on people’s
mental health and, if unchecked, the
eventual impact on their physical
health”. The Essex Wellbeing Service
gives all Essex residents, including
parents and families, a single point
of access to the practical, emotional
and specialist support they need,
irrespective of their circumstances.
It also connects those needing
practical support with an ppropriate
volunteer or partner organisation,
such as ‘Live Well, Link Well’.
The free and confidential service,
‘Live Well, Link Well’ works in
partnership with GP surgeries across
Essex to help people make positive
changes to their personal wellbeing,
connecting them with appropriate
support in the community. It also
assists in the development of
personal goals.

Councillor Susan Barker added:
“The Essex Wellbeing Service will
be at the heart of this joinedup approach to helping Essex
residents recover from the effects
of Covid-19. There is a wealth of
support mechanisms out there, but
we appreciate that during a time of
need it can be overwhelming and
people may be unsure who to turn
to. The Essex Wellbeing Service is
that link to getting you the right
support, in the right place, at the
right time”.
The Essex Wellbeing Service,
commissioned by Essex County
Council and delivered by Provide
CIC in partnership with Priority
Digital Health, will continue to see
volunteers playing an active role
in its success as they work with
local, neighbourhood responses to
requests for support.
The helpline for Essex Wellbeing
Service is already live and residents
can access services, for themselves
or someone they know, immediately
by calling 0300 303 9988 or visiting:
www.essexwellbeingservice.co.uk

CORONAVIRUS UPDATE
Face coverings protect others
From 24th July you must wear a face covering by law in the
following settings:
• Public transport
• Transport Hubs (such as Airports, Stations and Terminals)
• Shops and Supermarkets
• Indoor Shopping Centres
• Banks, Building Societies, and Post Offices
Face coverings will not be mandatory for anyone under the
age of 11, those with disabilities or certain health conditions,
such as respiratory or cognitive impairments.
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A.G. Smith

• Private chapel of rest
• Mercedes Benz hearse &
limousines
• 24 hour service
• Hand carved memorials
• Home visits by
appointment
• Prepayment Funeral Plans

Established 1912

Funeral Directors & Monumental Masons

Southminster - 01621 774 557
Hallmark House, 44 Station Rd,
Southminster CM0 7EW
Maldon - 01621 854 293
7 Spital Road, Maldon CM9 6DY

agsmithfunerals.co.uk

FOR YOUR INFORMATION
The Maylands Mayl continues to be printed
but is not being delivered door to door.
Our regular collection points are still
available for you to pick up a copy
YOU CAN ALSO NOW READ IT ONLINE AT:
www.TheMaylandsMayl.com

or why not register to receive a copy in the post

We’re here
for you,
whenever
you need us

Paul J King
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Have you put your
house in order?

101 Station Road,
Burnham-on-Crouch

01621 786666

31 Hullbridge Road,
South Woodham Ferrers

01245 328307

13-15 Market Hill, Maldon

01621 858578

www.eastofengland.coop/funerals

Want to save stress and
expense for your family?
Call us today and find out more about
pre-planning your funeral.
We will be pleased to help you.

Burnham
01621 784884

Email: Editor@TheMayl.com						

Maldon
01621 855552

www.pauljking.com
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B

efore “The Virus”
hit I used to do my
grocery shopping
online with all the
benefits it brought,
which I covered
in last month’s
'Benefits for me of Shopping Online'
article. That’s no problem I thought
smugly, I can still get my weekly
shop online, but I was wrong. Even
though I had shopped weekly for
the last 5 years at the same store
I have not been able to get my
shopping online anymore. I don’t
know what happened to customer
loyalty, which is always encouraged
by these Supermarkets. Booking a
slot was now only for the vulnerable
and apparently, I was suddenly not

vulnerable enough and people who
had never shopped online were
registering out of pure desperation
and I felt abandoned. I was expected
to put myself at risk and go into the
store, which is something I wasn’t
about to start doing.
What was I going to do? I only had
one more grocery delivery booked,
which I immediately amended and
added to. Panic buying was already
happening, and shelves were being
stripped. If only the supermarkets
had limited purchases from
individuals in the beginning. Why
would anyone need 2 trollies full of
toilet rolls? I had plenty of stores
initially but eventually as time went

on, I began to run out of what we
think of as basic food stuff.
As we took ‘Stay Indoors’ to mean
stay indoors we didn’t want to go
out shopping. We quickly ran out of
eggs, bread, milk, cheese, potatoes,
tins of beans, so searched online
for the items. It became quite an
adventure. Fresh food was not
available but it is amazing what you
can do with powdered eggs, milk
granules and dried potato flakes.
Our eating habits were changed, as
we were regulated by what we could
buy directly online from, not just
the UK, but from all corners of the
world.
My husband went into overdrive
and immediately ordered 48 Pot
Noodles. His view was that if we
ran out of food at least we could
eat them. Gallon pots of dried soup
powder began to arrive as well as 24
cans of tomatoes, two enormous tins
of beans and peas and enough pasta
to last us years. “Well pasta can go
into soup and we won’t go hungry",
was his retort. He also purchased
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enough coffee, powdered instant
tea, Ovaltine and hot chocolate for
a family of 10. Our cool cupboard
under the stairs was quickly turning
into a second larder with our bulk
buys.
In our searches we found that
sellers were taking advantage of the
shortages and charging exorbitant
prices. Would you pay £60 for fish
fingers or £39 postage for a £10
item? We certainly didn’t. We just
did without.
I decided to make my own bread,
which I have done before, but in the
distant past. I had a limited amount
of bread flour and dried yeast and
the internet became invaluable in
our search for more. It was not easy.
There was none available in the UK
but we eventually bought some from
Italy. It did take forever to arrive
though, all 25 kg of it. I bought new
bread tins to make the bread sliced
loaf shaped. I had to make it look
like shop bread, no artisan bread in
our house. It took a bit of practice
to get them the right size but

eventually I perfected it.
Slicing was difficult. I have never
met anyone who can slice bread by
hand and make the slices the same
thickness. I can’t even make one
slice bread the same thickness all the
way through.
I found and bought a handy
gadget online which does the job
and doesn’t take up too much room
in the cupboard. All I need to do is
buy a plastic bag to put it in, which I
did draw the line at, and hey presto
a loaf of sliced bread just like in the
shops, but tasting much better of
course.
I still missed the fresh foods
and for a while I managed to order
eggs and fruit and vegetables from
small local companies and get them
delivered to the house. Payments
were sometimes problematic,
especially when a card machine
broke down. I went onto the
supermarket websites almost daily
to see if there were any delivery slots
available to book. I have seen less
delivery vans in my area than I used
to and yet apparently all the delivery
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slots are still taken and it was nearly
the end of June. There were even no
click and collect slots available.
I continued to check and still
no luck that is until I saw some
available slots in one supermarket
chain which I could book. I was so
excited and I duly booked a delivery.
This is one supermarket out of them
all. The stipulation is that I can only
have one delivery every 7 days.
That’s fine by me. Much better than
none at all and a much fairer system
to limit panic buying.
For a while it was the only
supermarket, I could get a delivery
from, but now slowly, nearly the end
of July delivery slots are becoming
available at some stores, not from
our nearest well established one in
South Woodham Ferrers though.
I am now back to enjoying online
shopping once a week and will never
again take it for granted.
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JWB and Sons

JWB

CARPENTRY AND CONSTRUCTION YOU CAN COUNT ON
Specialists in home refurbishment, landscaping, and every aspect of
carpentry including kitchen & bathroom installations, bespoke hand-made
furniture, cupboards, doors, windows, drinks bars and also staircases

01621 740641
07415 123155

Services Include
Carpentry
Landscaping
Bathrooms
Bedrooms
Construction
Guttering
Kitchens
Fencing
find us on

Our Website

www.JWBandSons.co.uk

Our company is a registered member of the ‘Check a Trade’ Website where
you will find Photos & Reviews from projects we have recently completed

BRADWELL
ST LAWRENCE

TILLINGHAM
STEEPLE
MAYLANDSEA

COLD NORTON

LATCHINGDON

MAYLAND

SOUTHMINSTER

The Maylands Mayl is available FREE
throughout The Dengie. Areas include
Mayland, Maylandsea, Steeple,
St Lawrence, Bradwell, Latchingdon,
Cold Norton, Southminster and Burnham.
We have collection points in Cold
Norton, Bradwell, Mayland, St Lawrence
and Tillingham. We also have a Pay
Postage Subscription Service Available.

ALTHORNE

BURNHAM
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Telephone:

01621 740998
FULLY AIR CONDITIONED
RESTAURANT AND TAKEAWAY

SUNDAY BUFFET
12noon- 4:00pm
Adults £11.25 per head
Children £6.50 per head

FULLY LICENSED BAR
10% discount on takeaways

Eat as much as you like
Extensive range of dishes
Different every week

( collection orders only, over £10 )

INDIAN CUISINE

at
THE MAYLAND MILL
Award Winner

Opening Hours

ZARA INDIAN CUISINE
The Mayland Mill
Steeple Road
Mayland CM3 6EG

EVENING
Mon – Thu 5:00pm – 10:00pm
Fri & Sat 5:00pm – 11:00pm

Info@zaramayland.com
www.zaramayland.com

LUNCH
Mon – Sat Bookings Only
Sun 12:00noon – 10:00pm

Buck Rogers
Car Breakers
Steeple Road
Mayland CM3 6EG

Phone us first for very
competitive rates
Phone between
8.30am & 6pm only

License No 307/94

Quick Efficient
Friendly Service

MINI SKIP HIRE

Is your car in need of attention?
No time to get it to a garage?
Why not take
advantage of our
Free Collection &
Delivery Service or
if required the use
of our courtesy car.
Contact your local
Award Winning Service
& Repair Centre for all
your vehicle needs!
Looking After Your Car,
Looking After You.

Tel: 01621 773933
Email: Editor@TheMayl.com						
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Joint Response to the Bradwell
(BRB) Stage One Consultation
Maldon District Council and
Essex County Council have jointly
provided feedback to the Bradwell B
new nuclear power plant proposal,
Stage One consultation.
Launched by BRB on 4th March,
the consultation was extended to 17
weeks by the developer in light of
Covid-19 and came to a close on 1
July.
The Government designated
Bradwell on Sea as a potential site
for a new nuclear power back in
2011, inan effort to support the
UK’s decarbonisation target of zero
carbon emissions by 2050.
The two investors, CGN and
EDF Group, are proposing a tworeactor development, significantly
larger than the previously
decommissioned Bradwell A site. If
approved and constructed, the plant
will have thepotential to power four
million homes in the UK, generating
tens of thousands of jobs, training
and a skilled workforce.
In the response to the proposal
both Councils acknowledge the
potential suitability of the site for
a new nuclear power station in line
with the National Policy Statement
for Nuclear Power Generation,
(EN-6, July 2011) and supports in
principle the development of the
power station.
Cllr Adrian Fluker, Leader of
Maldon District Council, said, “The
BRB stage one consultation has
been extremely challenging due
to the Covid-19 pandemic and we
recognise that the proposal is at the
early stages of a long process.
“Employment and economic
growth are incredibly important to
the success of the District, but this
must be balanced against the need
to protect the District and the daily
lives of people living, working and
visiting the District.

“It is important that like both
Councils, the community continues
to fully engage with BRB and
provides comments on all future
consultations. Although BRB are
engaging at an early stage, we are
actively considering the benefits
and the impacts that such a project
could potentially bring to the
district if permission is granted by
the Secretary of State.”
Cllr Tony Ball, Essex County
Council: “Both Councils are keen
to ensure that we are able to
maximise the opportunities for
local businesses and that the Power
Station creates local jobs for local
people whilst minimising the
impacts that are associated with a
project of this size.
“Our joint response focusses
on the impacts to the County’s
roads, to the district’s landscape,
environment and to the lives
of residents, tourists and local
businesses.
“It is important that the District
benefits from a lasting legacy,
which will enable improvements to
transport, housing and community
facilities whilst creating economic
prosperity for the District and
County as a whole.
“Delivering sustainable
development continues to be at
the heart of the planning system
and an assessment of all significant
economic, social and environmental
impacts will be required to inform
the development of the proposals.”
Note: As a Nationally Strategic
Infrastructure Project (NSIP) the
planning decision is made by the
Secretary of State and NOT Maldon
District Council or Essex County
Council.
To Contact Bradwell B:
www.BradwellB.co.uk
Tel: 01621 451451

MALDON &   
BUSINESSES    
From Saturday 4 July Pubs, Cafés,
Restaurants and Accommodation
will begin to open up and welcome
back customers across the Maldon
District.
Cllr Bob Boyce MBE, Chairman
of Maldon District Council, said
“The Council has been working
hard withthe business community
and our partners to ensure that
they were ready to safely reopen
their businesses. I am delighted to
welcome the community back to
our businesses across the District
and I hope that after such a difficult
time for them, they will all gradually
see shoots of recovery. I would
urgeresidents to support our local
businesses and help them through
what is still a challenging time for
them.
Maldon District Council is
supporting the ‘Sense of Place’
initiative to “Keep it local”,
encouraging residents and
businesses to spend locally and
support local business. The “Made
on the Saltmarsh Coast”
Campaign celebrates produce,
businesses and independent
shops, cafés and restaurants in our
historic high streets and across the
District. Businesses can register
at www.SaltmarshCoast.co.uk and
customers will soon be able to
discover all that they have to offer.
Mayor of Maldon, Cllr Flo
Shaughnessy, said; “I am really
pleased to join our business
community in Maldon to welcome
everyone back to our beautiful
Town. I hope that this will be
the beginning of our high street
recovery and although the
shopping, eating and drinking
experience will be different for
a while, I do hope that we will
gradually see everyone once again,
supporting our high street”.
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BURNHAM
REOPENING
The reopening of the High Streets
is being supported with funding
from the European Regional
Development Fund.
It is important that businesses
adhere to Government Guidance
when reopening to reduce the
risk of transmission and to give
customers confidence in your
procedures. More information can
be found at:
www.maldon.gov.uk/coronavirus
Cllr Wendy Stamp, Mayor of
Burnham-on-Crouch, said; "It has
been a very difficult time for our
local businesses, but we have seen
fantastic examples of community
spirit. As more shops, pubs and
restaurants are able to open up, in
line with Government safe working
guidelines, I hope local people will
support our independent businesses
and confidence will return to our
High Street."
The current situation has
demonstrated the amazing spirit of
local people and businesses to work
together and support each other.
As high streets and local businesses
start to open up we feel it is vital
that we continue to work together.
The Maldon District Sense of
Place Board and the new Maldon
Business Board are working
with Maldon District Council to
support the economic recovery of
the District. In partnership with
Burnham Town Council and the
Burnham Chamber of Commerce we
envisage the creation of a businessled strategic businessboard for
Burnham on Crouch to champion
the best interests of Burnham’s
local economy, high street and
communities.
We are keen to hear from business
leaders able to represent and
network local businesses. Please
send email to:
Email: Editor@TheMayl.com		

Improving Air Quality in Maldon
Air Quality Action Plan Adopted
Developing a Transport Strategy
for Maldon and implementing a
voluntary Clean Air Zone are just
some of the actions proposed by
Maldon District Council as part
of an ambitious five-year plan to
improve air quality in the town. The
Air Quality Action Plan 2020-2025
was approved by Councillors at a
meeting on 2 July 2020.
The Council is currently meeting
all the National Air Quality Strategy
objectives, other than that for
Nitrogen Dioxide in one area of the
District – Market Hill in Maldon.
Objectives for Particulate Matter
(PM10 is particulate matter 10
micrometres or less in diameter.
Exposure to high concentrations of
PM10 can result in a number of
health impacts) are being met
throughout the District, but this
is still a priority as any level is a
concern. It is therefore important
that air quality issues are addressed,
and the plan sets out how this can
be done.
The report sets out a number of

initiatives to improve air quality.
These include cleaner transport,
smart delivery bays (time regulated
bays booked in advance), and clean
air walking and cycling routes.
Raising public awareness of health
issues will also be key.
At the heart of the plan is
partnership working with colleagues
at Essex County Council, public
transport providers, local schools
and businesses.
Leader of the Council, Councillor
Adrian Fluker, said “. I am delighted
that this Air Quality Action Plan is
being taken forward. One area being
examined is transport. For example,
we can look it improving pavement
and road designs for pedestrians
and cyclists, so they have extra
space.
Our aim is to make sustainable
transport as safe as possible for
everyone to enjoy”.
Residents can find out more and
view the full Air Quality Action Plan
by going to:
www.maldon.gov.uk/cleanair

Ashlie.gash@maldon.gov.uk or
chairman@business4burnham.
org.uk and you will be sent a
Burnham-on-Crouch strategic
business board - expression of
Interest e-form.

retail markets, encouraging active
travel, outside dining, in car parks
and open spaces.
Local businesses who would like
to operate beyond their building are
encouraged to apply with the full
details of their plans.
All applications will be considered
in line with best practice and
guidance, but the safety and
free flow of pedestrians must be
prioritised.
Businesses can apply using the
Council’s ‘Use or Hire of Public
Open Space’ application form
available at:
www.Maldon.gov.uk/concessions

How we use our High Streets
As businesses reopen and
customers return to our high
streets, we need to imagine new,
safer ways to serve them and
provide space for people to get
together.
Maldon District Council is keen
to support our local businesses to
evolve their offer, such as outside
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New Engineering Manufacturing Company Opens in Maldon
Maldon District Council is
delighted to welcome engineering
and manufacturing company
Advanced Diesel Engineering Ltd,
trading as Acoustic Solutions Essex,
who have secured new premises on
Galliford Road Industrial Estate in
Maldon.
This new site will complement
their existing sites in West and
South Yorkshire and Stafford and
further establish themselves in the
South of the UK.
The new premises will be
designing and manufacturing
bespoke acoustic containers and
enclosures to house diesel and gas
generators to provide emergency
power to sectors including hospitals,
prisons, banks, data centres,
supermarkets, and warehouses.
As well as generator packaging,
Advanced Diesel Engineering also
produce canopies and housings
for ancillary electrical equipment

such as batteries, transformers,
switchgear, and UPS equipment.
They are currently in the
process of recruiting their Maldon
workforce which will create in the
region of 100 new jobs in the area
including:

for the local community.
Anyone interested in a position
with Advanced Diesel Engineering
can contact them at:
ejobs@adeltd.co.uk
Cllr Bob Boyce MBE, Chairman
of Maldon District Council, said, “I
am delighted to welcome Acoustic
Solutions Essex to our District. It
is really good news that despite the
challenging time we have faced,
there are still businesses who are
able to expand and be in a position
to create employment for over 100
people. I wish them every success.”
Darren Robson, Chairman of
Advanced Diesel Engineering Ltd,
said; “We are currently installing
machinery and manufacturing
infrastructures and aim to be in
full production by the first week of
August. It is our intention to have
a workforce of around 100 in place
by the end of the year and actively
welcome applications.”

• Stores Person
• Welder fabricators
• Welders mates
• Industrial electricians &
electricians mates
• Industrial spray painters &
preparers
• Reception / back office
• Sales representatives (Industry
Experience) (national)
• Design engineers (Industry
experience)
Acoustic Solutions Essex are
working closely with Maldon
District Council and recruitment
specialists to secure employment

Est
1995

Smart Motor Company

SERVICING & REPAIRS
To all makes of vehicle
MOT & DIAGNOSTICS
Telephone: 07768 132655
Unit 16 Mayland Ind Estate, Mayland CM3 6BE

ANN’S CARS 01621 741621 - 07484 728738

Family run taxi service established over 10 years
Reliable service will take you anywhere you wish to go
Shopping Trip Airport Seaport Train Station Hospital
We will even wait to bring you home

YOU DRINK
THEATRE TRIPS

by Cambridge Weight Plan

Consultant: Karen Johnson
07971 756278 kazza3373@gmail.com facebook.com/121dietkarenj

B&H TAXIS
Email: BandHTaxis @ gmail.com

WE DRIVE
DINNER DATES

6 & 8 Seater Cars available on request

ANY OCCASION

07896 553610

ANY LOCATION

We’ll meet your PLANES and BOATS and TRAINS and of course COACHES too!
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BAPTIST CHURCH
From the Pastors Desk
“STAY IN YOUR ROOMS !!!” came

the instruction, loud and clear and if there’s
one thing I’ve learnt recently it’s that one
doesn’t argue or mess with Spanish Police.
They were outside in the streets with
tannoys, big and burly, dressed all in black,
armed to the teeth and meaning business.
My much-deserved, relaxing holiday of ‘Sun,
Sea and Sangria’ came to a very dramatic
close overnight. Lanzarote had gone into
lockdown.
From our room we could see the inviting
indigo and turquoise waters lapping up onto
the sandy beach of the lagoon just a stones
throw away – so near and yet so far – our
hired car sat in the quiet street outside –
we weren’t allowed to use it. After a week
of ‘staying in our rooms’ and in need of
some decent food, I just broke down and
cried with sheer frustration. With the
majority of flights cancelled and the airport
absolute bedlam – social distancing went
out of the window as people scrambled for
seats – those whose airlines had let them
down, trying to book flights that didn’t
exist. Thankfully Easy Jet sent out a rescue
flight to take us home – us and everyone
else trying to get to the U.K. – not everyone
managed - it was just horrible and very
stressful for some.
Home again, I was looking forward to
getting back to some sort of normality –
WRONG !! The arranged service in the
church to celebrate our Anniversary with
guest performer, our special Mothers
Day service with entertainment, the meal
planned out with the family – all cancelled
– life as I knew it once again came to an
abrupt halt – the U.K. went into lockdown.
This corona-virus brings with it a state
of mental ill health as people struggle
with fear, anxiety, grief, distress and
job insecurity, to name just a few of the
problems. (This is not how God our loving
Heavenly Father intended life to be for us.)
I heard that many people were praying –
even those who didn’t really believe in God.
One lady told me, “I prayed – just in case”.
Bless! Without hope we are lost. I love the

modern hymn, “In Christ alone my hope is
found”. In the Bible we are assured of His
faithfulness and His promises that He will
never leave us. God in His love and mercy
will never go into lockdown. Revelations
21 verse 4 tells us that God ‘will wipe every
tear from their eyes’, no more suffering – the
best is yet to come. “For I am convinced that
neither death nor life, neither angels nor
demons, neither the present nor the future,
neither height nor depth, nor anything else
in all creation, (including this virus), will
be able to separate us from the love of God
that’s in Christ Jesus our Lord.”
(Romans 8 v 38 – 39)
Hoping to be worshipping again in the
Family Centre possibly in September,
Maylands Baptist wishes you all well-being,
peace and renewal as we journey into the
‘new’ normal.
- Linda Skelton (Secretary) Imagine a
retirement
where you can
do more of the
things you love
With a lifetime mortgage

Do more of the things you love
with the help of your home.
If you’re 55 or over and a
homeowner, find out how you
can release a tax-free lump
sum to help you fund your
retirement dreams.
A lifetime mortgage is a loan
secured against your home.
The loan, plus interest, is repaid
when the last borrower dies or
moves into long-term care.
Arrangement fee may apply.
There may be cheaper ways
to borrow.
To find out more, talk to us
today or give us a call on:

01245 806119
Equity release may impact the size of your estate and it could affect your entitlement
to current and future means-tested benefits.
Hayley Noye trading as Blackberry Mortgage Services is an Appointed Representative of New Leaf
Distribution Ltd. who are authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. Number 460421
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Head Office First Floor Princess Caroline House 1 High Street Southend on
Sea Essex SS1 1JE. Company registration Number 5520001.

B L AC K B E R R Y

O R TG A G E

SERVICES

August 2020 The Maylands Mayl 21

end of life

Windows 7

6 tips to stay safe
Microsoft has been warning users
for several years about Windows
7s 'end of life', a time when there
will be no more updates, fixes or
patches. This Finally happened at
the beginning of 2020, so Windows
7 is now officially unsupported. If
you are one of the hold outs still
running it, you are on your own
(mostly). The upgrade to Windows
10 was pushed hard by Microsoft,
by all means available including
persuasion (it's free!) and deception
- many people woke up to find
their computers running Windows
10 whether they wanted it or not.
Despite this, at the time of writing
in Mid 2020 nearly 30% of PCs are
still running Windows 7. There are
some good reasons to stick with
this ageing operating system, such
as stability and reliability, no nasty

shocks from overnight updates,
and it doesn't have the intrusive
data harvesting that comes with
Windows 10. The downside is that
when bugs and vulnerabilities are
found you will have to live with
them. Here are 6 tips on how to stay
safe while using Windows 7.
1) Be suspicious of everything
on the internet. This is good advice
no matter what operating system
you are using. Viruses and Malware
nearly always need downloading and
running by you. Your anti-virus »»
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will not detect new malware as
it takes weeks for the anti-virus
company to become aware of
something new, and then further
weeks to analyze and install the cure
for it. It the meantime it's just your
own wits and good judgment that
will save you.
2) Try not to use an Administrator
account, while standard user
accounts can be annoying to use at
times, it will make it much harder
for any malware to damage your
system. If you really have to use
an administrator account, set the
'user account control' slider to the
maximum (Type 'UAC' into the
Windows start menu). This will
alert you when a program tries to
alter a system setting. Most modern
programs should not need to change
system settings, so this is another
opportunity to ask yourself if you
really trust this program.
3) Don't use a Microsoft browser.
Third-party browsers such as
Chrome, Firefox and Opera will
update just fine, even if your
operating system is out of date.
Internet browsers are your window
onto the internet so it's vital that
these are kept up to date. They will
all update automatically so you
don't need change any settings.
4) Install a Firewall. There are
plenty of free third-party firewalls
available to download. Programs like
Simplewall, Tinywall, PC firewall
are all free and will protect you
from some of the worse viruses
and worms out there. A firewall
will prevent unauthorized internet
access, so will act as a general
defence, even against vulnerabilities
that haven't been discovered yet.

SWF OFFICE OPEN

7 DAYS A WEEK

Tel: 01245 426 163 | Email: info@ahead4.com
117 Hullbridge Road, South Woodham Ferrers, CM3 5LL

www.ahead4.com

5) Get an anti-virus program.
An anti-virus is no substitute for
your own good judgment and safe
practices, but it might just stop
you doing something dangerous by
accident. You will probably have to
pay for an anti-virus program as
free versions are becoming rare, but
Bitdefender currently still have a
free version.
6) Update or remove your old
software. Old software frequently
has vulnerabilities that can be
exploited by the bad guys, so it's
worth taking a look in control
panel, programs and features, and
remove anything you are not using.
Any programs that you use on a
day to day basis should be updated
wherever possible
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ANY WRITTEN QUOTE BEATEN BY AT LEAST 10%
WHEN QUOTING “MAYL20”
“The quality of
workmanship is always
spot on”

“The price is right. The
work could not be
better”

ELECTRICAL SERVICES

FIRE & SAFETY

SMART HOMES

CAR CHARGERS

RENEWABLES

CARAVANS & MARINE

WHAT WE DO
DOMESTIC, COMMERCIAL & INDUSTRIAL
FULL & PARTIAL REWIRES
FUSE BOARD UPGRADES
CCTV, SECURITY LIGHTS AND INTRUDER
ALARMS
 TESTING & INSPECTION
 LANDLORD REPORTS





NO JOB TO BIG OR SMALL

WHY CHOOSE US?
 85% OF OUR WORK THROUGH
RECOMMENDATIONS
 ALL WORKS GUARANTEED
 INSURED UP TO £2,000,000
 ALL OUR ENGINEERS ARE FULLY QUALIFIED
 QUALITY WORKMANSHIP AND A PASSION
FOR CUSTOMER CARE
WE WILL ALWAYS FIND A SOLUTION

“THE ESSEX ELECTRICIAN THAT CARES”
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t last, after months of waiting, the
government gave the green light to
holidaying. So off we set in our faithful
25-year-old Bailey touring caravan
heading just two counties away into
rural Norfolk. The small 5 caravan site was at a Horse
livery. We chose our pitch, positioning the caravan at
an angle to capture the best outlook.
The enjoyment was short lived as a motorhome
turned up and parked right Infront of us, so we were
then looking at the rear end of their vehicle. By the
time they had added their awning they had virtually
taken over the public footpath running alongside
as well. After all the frustration of us getting the
positioning right, then those @%?# ruin the start of
our break away. To calm down I set off on a walk, a
public footpath runs through the site so I followed
this into grassy meadows. I could hear squawking
from the trees and picked out with my binoculars 3
young Kestrels on different branches in the tree. The
rest of the 5-mile walk was all a bit painful with a lot
of road walking, overgrown footpaths, crop fields with
no verge to walk on and lack of signage.
The next morning, after first moving the caravan to
a new pitch, this one with an open view of farmland
surrounded by trees, (which had been my partner's
preferred choice in the first place) I decided to revisit
the kestrels. I spied them on a dead tree branch, but
the minute my camera had focused on them they flew
off. On my way back a bird flew into a tree, binoculars
confirmed it was a Little Owl, again camera poised,
off it hops into the cover of the foliage. An adult
Kestrel then flew out with prey in its talons heading
towards the youngsters. On the green lane ahead,
a large fox crossed, stopping to look for a second
or two at me then disappeared through the hedge.
Quite a lot of wildlife in a short 10-minute
walk, but not one photo.
One evening I hear a Tawney Owl from
inside the van so venture out to hear it, it’s
a long way off, no ‘Witt, just twoo. A bat
swoops overhead. Haven't seen a starry
sky here yet, it’s been too cloudy.
Next morning set out early for the
circular walk round the meadows,
timed it perfectly as the Little Owl
flew onto a dead branch of an Ash
tree so it was perfectly silhouetted
and I managed to get a photo of it.
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That evening at dusk I thought I might catch it hunting
so off I go again. The gate into the field had always just
swung open but this time it scraped and juddered,
catching on stones, the noise scared the Little Owl
which had been sitting on a nearby fence post and it
flew off into a distant tree.
After 5 nights away, our time in Norfolk had come to
an end. We had enjoyed the quietness of our campsite,
hearing yellowhammers in the hedgerows, the crop
fields, trees, tall hedgerows and wild scruffy field
edges ideal habitat for these farmland birds. We loved
the slower pace of life in the quaint, ancient villages,
the round towered churches, Swifts in abundance
screeching overhead, the many old farm buildings and
tall church spires suiting
their needs.
The occasional
Norfolk dialect
heard from the
true locals,
All that and
no passport
required.
Maisie
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READERS LETTERS
Opinions Expressed by Contributors are Their Own...
Dear Editor

Dear Editor

Dear Editor

I have phoned the contact number
given in the Bradwell B booklet
and left answerphone messages
and not had any replies or
acknowledgements. On the 4th
attempt I was actually answered
by someone who knew very little
and certainly couldn’t answer my
worries, about spent fuel rods
disposal/Chernobyl style accidents/
years of huge lorries on country
lanes causing road blocks with the
carrot of building some bypass roads
and extra bus’s. All the meetings that
were arranged were cancelled. The
online form I filled in wasn’t even
acknowledged. The covic pandemic
must have felt like manna from
heaven as everyone suddenly had a
huge distraction of a pandemic to
worry about. The Dengie peninsular
is a beautiful unspoilt part of Essex,
make the most of it as when your
children grow up it will have been
spoilt forever.

In reply to the letter in last months
editon from Ronnie B...
I am a bin man in and around the
Mayland and Maldon district and
I find this a little insulting to us,
quote “They are nothing special”
Let’s just hope that Ronnie B
doesn't need NHS staff anytime
soon, or any heavy bins emptied.

I read with interest Chris
Champions letter in the July issue.
I also have written to Mr
Whittingdale about Bradwell B and
received the same bland response.
I wish Mr Whittindale would take
a leaf out of the Rt Hon Mr Daniel
Poulters book, MP for Central
Suffolk who has spoke out against
Sizewell C and not followed the party
line.
MPs are here to represent and
listen to the constituency as
demonstrated by Mr Poulter. and Mr
Whittingdale should remember this
next time he is canvassing for votes.

Dear Editor
Was that Ronnie B for real?
(Readers’ Letters last month)
Nobody could be that nasty surely.
The response from John
Whittingdale (again Readers
Letters) is an exact replica of what
I received and I stupidly thought
they had taken the time to reply
personally. I didn't get an answer
when I counter questioned him
about not responding to the fact
that China is behind the building
of it and you can't trust them with
a mobile phone, let alone a Nuclear
Power Plant.

Upon reading the letter from
Ronnie B in your July Edition. I
feel someone needs to point out a
couple of things to Mr B.
These people, as we now refer to
them as ‘front line workers’ are as
you say just doing their job.
What you need to remember is
that they didn’t have to come to
work. Let’s imagine for a minute,
the chaos if the Dustman decided
it just wasn’t worth the risk to
sit three a breast enclosed in a
dustcart everyday taking the very
big risk they were going to take a
Killer Virus home to their loved
ones. Why they came to work, we
don’t know, it’s most definitely not
for the money. I for one am very
glad they did and continue to do
so. Can you imagine the stench
from uncollected bins of rubbish
left out in the heat of these past
summer days?
Now let’s talk about the retired
Doctors that answered the call
when the Country was on it’s
knees.
Why did they do it they certainly
didn’t have to, they wasn’t just
doing their job and some of them
when on to contract this invisible
killer and subsequently died.
One thing I can agree with is
that it seems ridiculous clapping
to an empty street, but if I for one
have to feel ridiculous for a few
minutes now and then to express
my gratitude, to these brave souls
that are on the front line fighting
for us all, while the rest of us are
being paid to hide away indoors,
then that is the least I can do.
I wonder what Mr B has been
doing??? Is he hiding indoors???

A King - Bradwell

Lynne - Mayland

Bloke in the Village

Regards SS

If YOU have an opinion,
we would love to hear it
Email: editor@themayl.com

J. Galise
Dear Editor
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ARMOUR SHUTTER LTD
FREE Survey and Quotation

Specialists in Property Protection
Tailor-made security solutions for Domestic,
Commercial and Industrial Applications
www.armourshutters.com

Roller Shutters
Garage Shutters
Security Grilles
Fire Shutters
Strip Curtains
Burglar Bars
Steel Doors

SWF ELECTRICAL
Tel: 01245 905751
Email: info@swfelectrical.co.uk

Over 25 years experience.
Domestic, Commercial & Industrial.
Full & Partial Rewires.
Fuse Board Upgrades.
Electric
Security & Outdoor Lighting.
Vehicle
Fault Finding.
Charging
Testing & Inspection.
Landlord Reports.
Maintenance.
Contact us today for
advice and a free quote

Industrial Services & Controls Ltd

www.swfelectrical.co.uk

We can supply, Install, Service &
Repair all types of Roller Shutters

Telephone: Maylandsea 01621 333812

elspethcowell.uk

elspethcowell

Get Active, Stay Active

Musculoskeletal Podiatrist

01621 779915 or 07970 589281
Gait Analysis, Orthotics, Sports Injuries, Low Level Laser

Wisbey
Salvage & Spares

Salvage & Spares
01621 773533

Spares Available
Vehicle Engines & Gearboxes
Mirrors & Motor Assemblies
Body Panels and Trim
Radios & CD Players
Headlights & Glass
Tyres & Batteries

Call Us Now for a Free
No Obligation Quote
20 & 40 Yard Bins Available For Site Clearances

Metal and Vehicles Accepted
Collection Service Available
On Site Weighbridge
Fully Licensed Site
Instant Payment
Wisbey Salvage and Spares, Lower Farm, Steeple Road, Mayland CM3 6EG
Telephone: 01621 773533

BEST PRICES GIVEN

Email: info@wisbey.co.uk

DVLA REGISTERED
CERTIFICATE OF DESTRUCTION GIVEN
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MALDON DISTRICT COUNCIL
REFUSES PERMISSION

M

aldon District Council have
refused Permission for
ground investigations that
would be precursor of new Bradwell
B nuclear power station.
At its meeting on 9 July, the full
Maldon District Council (MDC)
comprehensively refused to grant
Planning Permission to the Chinese
developer, BRB, to carry out further
ground investigations at the
Bradwell B site. 24 Councillors voted
against the Planning Application, 2
abstained and the Leader excluded
himself from voting. There were no
votes in favour.
The Planning Officer advised
that only the groundworks being
applied for should be considered by
the Council. In his view it would
be ‘dangerous’ to bring the broader
issue of the future power station
into their considerations. But
Councillors were almost unanimous
in declaring that it was not possible
to consider these works in isolation
without taking into account the
proposed massive nuclear power
station for which these would be the
precursor.
Councillors also expressed their
concerns about: the lack of detail
in the Planning Application; the
bulk and scale of the works; the
reality of BRB being able to restore
the affected area in 5 years after
the ‘devastation’ that would be
caused by the investigative works;
the disruption the works would
cause in terms of noise level during
the proposed long working hours
- said to be in breach of MDC’s
own policies; the light pollution
that would be caused; the massive
negative impact of the works on

 



the local communities, wildlife
and marine life; the question of
discounting the objections on the
impacts on the ecology of the area
raised by the RSPB and the Essex
Wildlife Trust and relying only
on what had been said by Natural
England, after it withdrew its
objection to the application; and the
detrimental impact on the heritage
and landscape of the area.
But Councillors were most
concerned not to ignore the bigger
picture posed by the massive scale
of the proposed new nuclear power
station. Although the Maldon Land
Development Plan said the Council
supported a new power station in
principle, this did not mean one
many times the size of Bradwell
A. The haste with which CGN was
proceeding was questioned, given
the Energy White Paper was not yet
available and also at a time when the
UK’s energy consumption had fallen.
The notion that ‘temporary’ did not
count as harm was questioned, as
even if the works were temporary
it would not be possible to replace
e.g. species that could be harmed
terminally by their seismic impact.
The majority of Councillors was
anxious to protect the landscape and
heritage of the Dengie Peninsula.
In the end, the Council’s
objections were narrowed down to
the following: the impact of noise

and disturbance on the communities
and ecology of the area; the impact
on the historical environment
and archaeology. In addition, the
Council believed that it would not be
possible to return the area affected
by the groundworks to its original
condition.
It was left to the Chair, Councillor
Boyce, and the Planning Officer
to formulate the wording for the
refusal.
The Blackwater Against New
Nuclear Group (BANNG) greeted
the news with some amazement.
‘Maldon District Council Councillors
deserve a cheer for their refusal
of this application. They have
understood what BANNG has been
stressing for a long time, that it
is not possible to consider CGN’s
Planning Applications for more
minor works only as they are, but as
precursors of a massive new nuclear
power station,’, said Prof. Andy
Blowers, Chair of BANNG. ‘What
happened at the Council meeting
was a rehearsal of Councillors’ clear
opposition to Bradwell B itself’.
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Pictured above:
Bradwell B Aerial Perspective Sketch taken from the standard BRB documentation: Credit - EDF/CGN/BRB

Pictured below:
Image Montage showing what BANNG considers a more realistic view: Credit - Anna Webb/Peter Banks
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A 16th  Century

I

cursed and jerked the sail needle
out of my thigh again. I pushed
the thin canvas of the foretopsail off my lap and rubbed
my growing collection of puncture
wounds. I was repairing the sail, but I
was hot, tired, sweaty, and distracted.
When I wasn’t stabbing myself in the
leg, I was sewing the sail to my shorts.
I decided it was time for a break and
headed up on deck where, predictably,
nothing was happening.
We were still drifting around in
the Indian Ocean doldrums, which
were living up to their name. We
were heading for Galle in Sri Lanka,
but the wind had other ideas. We'd
been drifting in the same patch of
ocean for so long that a floating halo
of food scraps from the last few days'
dishwashing surrounded us.
We didn't waste much food, but
after a few days it started to build up.
Some days earlier, we'd actually made
big oars and tried to row the ship
out of it the floating food patch. It
didn't work, although we did manage
to get the ship pointed in the right
direction.
As the sailmaker, I was actually
happy that there was no wind: a 40
knot squall a few days earlier blew
out both topsails. Without topsails,
we weren't going anywhere.
The main problem with flax canvas
is that it rots. By that time, our sails
were several years old. Despite our
best efforts, the canvas was rotten.

Every time I patched a sail, it would
tear around the edges of the patch.
I'd patch that split, and the sail
would tear around the new patch. At
various times, we'd tried soaking the
weak spots in linseed oil, pine tar and
tallow to reinforce them, but it didn't
help.
On the plus side, the patches formed
an overlapping fish-scale pattern
growing in from the corners and
converging on the middle of the
sail. Because we’d resorted to
using old clothes for patches, it

was quite pretty, if ineffective.
The doldrums are where the
north-east and south-east trade
winds meet at the Inter-Tropical
Convergence Zone. They are a
notoriously frustrating place to sail.
The problem is, either there's
no wind at all or there are squalls:
sudden, sharp increases in wind and
rain. If we put the rotten sails up and
we're hit by a squall, the sail gets
shredded. If we didn't put the rotten
sails up, we wouldn't go anywhere
and we’d never get to Sri Lanka.
One of the crew pointed out,
accurately, that only times we went
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—Jackie Clemence

Sailing Ship in the
Indian Ocean
Doldrums
anywhere fast in the doldrums it was
always in the wrong direction.
I'd been on lookout the day before,
when a little fishing boat came over
to gawp at the funny-looking sailing
ship. One of the fishermen had a halfeaten apple. We’d run out of fresh
food a few weeks earlier so the sight
of that apple made several mouths
water. The fisherman saw us staring
and held the apple up, a question
on his face. Seeing our vigorous
nodding, he threw it to us.
We shared the remains of the apple
between those of us who were awake.
There was just enough for a small
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nibble each. While we were eating,
someone had the presence of mind
to retrieve our trade goods and start
negotiating.
In exchange for several packets of
Indonesian cigarettes, we acquired
several apples, a pile of coconuts, and
a large fish.
Not long after that, life took a turn
for the better. We had a memorable
feast, repaired the topsails, and a
few days later the wind changed.
Little more than a week later, we

were in Sri Lanka!
As for me, I was impressed that
none of us were seriously injured
during the exchange: flying coconuts
are more dangerous to catch than
flying apples!
Since then, I’ve often wondered
what those fishermen thought of
the crazy Australians on the antique
sailing ship. I doubt I’ll ever find out

August 2020 The Maylands Mayl 31

Garden Machinery to keep your garden looking its best
FRIENDLY & RELIABLE MAIN DEALER NEAR
MALDON, ESSEX

QUALITY BRANDS IN STOCK AND TO ORDER

Come and visit our new extensive modern showroom, where
we offer a comprehensive range of garden machinery to suit
all your gardening needs. From mowers to chainsaws, hedge
and grass trimmers to multi tools.
Receive hands-on advice from our expert sales team and find
the right machinery to keep your garden looking its best, no
matter what the size.

A12

B1019

Chelmsford

Maldon
Danbury
B1010

B1418

We offer a full aftersales service for most brands and stock a
range of spare parts within our onsite workshop.

B1018

Latchingdon

A130

B1010

South
Woodham
Ferrers

MALDONGARDENMACHINERY.CO.UK

01621 493 325

Unit 14, Mayfair Industrial Area, Maldon Road, Latchingdon, Chelmsford, Essex CM3 6LF

RHS Trained Horticultural Gardener
For all your Garden Requirements

Blackwater Renovations

Handyman Services
Garden Landscaping and Design
Painting & Decorating Interior and Exterior

Telephone Colin on: 07974 329134

Edging
Fencing
Spraying
Strimming
Seasonal Pruning
Small Tree Removal
Mulching - Composting
Weeding Beds and Borders
Lawn Mowing - Hedge Cutting
Plant & Soil Care and Conditioning
Charlie Potter: 07731 789955
TRAINED

Email us for our latest Price List
onthecasegardencare@gmail.com
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PAINTING AND DECORATING SPECIALIST

Internal and External
plus Minor Repairs
Full Liability Insurance - 40 Years Experience
Free Quotes - Email: Davidprt@hotmail.co.uk

Telephone David: 07592 307050

FIRST GRASS GARDENING SERVICES
Grass Cutting
Leaf Collection
HedgeTrimming
Border Weeding
General Garden Tidy
You Grow It We Mow It
01621 742229 - 07597 727150 - yvesteer@aim.com

Maintenance Gardener

DOMESTIC ROOFING
Slate and Tiled Roofs New or Repaired

Grass Cutting, Hedge Trimming
Weeding, Planting
Fence Painting
Jet Washing
No Job Too Small

Specialist in Flat Roofing Felt and Fibreglass
Over 30 years Experience
Full Public Liability Insurance

Call Ken - 07740 797554

email: yvesteer@aim.com

01621 742229 or 07957 727150

SANDRAS PLANTS

Hardy Herbaceous Perennials For Sale

In good size 2 - 3 Litre Pots - £5 Each or 3 for £14

Vendors for Plant Heritage Society Fairs at RHS Hyde Hall
Tel: 01621 740448 - 07765 304313
Email: rust.s@sky.com

JAS Tree Services
All aspects of tree work undertaken

Felling - Pruning - Crown Reduction - Hedgecutting

John Smith NPTC Qualified - FREE Quotation

Telephone: 01621 744996 or 07825 525975
www.jastreeservices.co.uk - jastreeservices@gmail.com

DISCLAIMER

All material contained within this publication is strictly
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any form without permission is prohibited. Every care is
taken by the publishers (The Maylands Mayl Ltd) in
compiling the contents of The Maylands Mayl Magazine,
but no responsibility is assumed for any injury, loss
or damage arising from any article or advertisement
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views of the publishers.

MENORCA HOLIDAY VILLA

WITH PRIVATE SWIMMING POOL FOR RENTAL
Close to Es Castell, short drive to gorgeous beaches

Sleeps 2 - 7
FREE
Brochure
Email:menorcaholiday@aol.com
Tel: 01621 741810
www.MenorcaHolidayVilla.co.uk
07860 232854
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I

t wasn't a one horse town
but it wasn't exactly San
Francisco neither. It
didn't have much in the
way of amenities but the
stranger wasn’t lookin’
for a good time. After
nearly three days in the
saddle her feet were
achin' and her thighs were chafing
terribly as she rode up to the edge
of town. She pulled her neckerchief
down, letting her breath come easier
now that she didn’t have to worry
about her horse kicking up dust as it
galloped.
She leaned to one side and slid
down out of the saddle, letting out a
slight groan as she straightened her
back. Patting the horse on the neck
and giving it a gentle rub, she took
the reins in one hand and lead it to
the town’s stables.
She handed the reins to a boy
standing outside and pulled a halfdollar out of her vest pocket and
handed it to the boy. “Here” she said.

“See to it he’s well fed and watered.”
Then she gave the boy another half
dollar. “What’s this for?” asked the
boy. “To be sure that you do it.”
The boy tried to look as attentive
and capable as he could, figuring
that if she was this generous, and
he treated the horse right, he might
be able to make a little more off her
when she leaves. Besides, this horse
was clearly a thoroughbred, any fool
could see that, and no one who made
their livin' round horse flesh would
want to see a horse this fine going
hungry. It'd be a sin.
“How long are you fixin’ to stay,
ma’am?” She gave him a strange sort
of a smile. “‘Tain’t really up to me”
she said.
The stranger tipped her hat to the
boy and walked off in the direction
of the saloon. She put on her coat
as she walked then slid her hand
underneath to get at her six gun. She
drew the revolver out and pulled the
hammer back to spin the cylinder
round a few times and checked that

it was fully loaded. An old habit but
one she couldn’t seem to shake off.
A lot of folk who make their living
by the gun can end up being a mite
superstitious.
Satisfied that her pistol was in fine
order she twirled it round her finger
as she spun it back into the holster.
She walked slowly across town
taking in the sights of everyday life
on her way to the saloon, her duster
flapping about her legs. The sun was
gettin' low and after the aching heat
of the last few days riding through
the desert she was mighty glad of the
breeze.
Taking off her hat she wiped the
sweat from her brow before putting
it back on. Lord she was lookin’
forward to a drink.
As she pushed open the swing doors
in the saloon the conversation
dropped a mite lower than it had
been but a moment ago. Honest to
god the piano player even stopped in
the middle of his tune for a heartbeat
or so. Not many women in these
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parts wore a six shooter. Fewer still
wore it with such ease or walked with
such confidence.
The stranger walked right on in;
she was used to bein’ stared at for
more 'n a few different reasons. She
took her hat off and placed it on the
bar, looking the innkeeper square in
the eye, for just long enough that he
started to get a little uncomfortable.
"Evenin' sir” said the stranger.
“I’ll have a bottle of your finest
sarsaparilla, when you’re ready.”
The stranger took off her duster coat
as the barkeep fetched her drink. With
a word of thanks she tossed a coin to
him as he set the bottle down on the
bar. Taking a deep draught from the
bottle she leaned back against the bar
and took in the tavern proper.
In one corner was a piano that had
seen better days and a pianist that
had seen better years. He was just
taking a short break between songs
and for that the stranger was silently
thankful. Besides the piano player
there weren’t that many patrons. It
had not long gone noon, so not many
people were after hard liquor.
There were a couple of girls
wandering around with trays, dishing
out food more than drink. They
looked like life had not been easy on
them. They wore sullen expressions
as they passed from customer to
customer.
There was a small stage off to the
right and there was a small sign
stood on an easel proclaiming that
tonight, for one night only, The
Great Revelio would be performing
mystifying feats of conjuring and
prestidigitation. Looking around
the saloon, and thinking about the
town in general, the stranger had
some reservations about how great
or mystifying this revelio was likely
to be.
In front of the stage a small group
was sat at a table playing poker.
There was a stout fellow in a tweed
jacket with a moustache in which he
obviously took great pride. His jacket
was slightly torn at the elbows and
had a few stains here and there but
his moustache was perfectly waxed
Email: Editor@TheMayl.com		

and he kept playing with it, running
his fingers along it as he stared at
his cards.
To his right was a fancy gentleman
with full sideburns and to his left was
a rough looking type with a scarred
face and a glass eye.
There was a young lady dressed in
a floral blouse sat at the table as well
and, next to her, an empty seat.
The stranger slung her coat over
one arm and put her hat back on as
she picked up her sarsparilla and
moseyed over to the poker game.
The players all gazed up at her as she
got closer.
“Is this seat taken?” she asked of
the table in general.
“It is now” said the fancy gentleman
with an easy smile and a tip of his
hat. The stranger laid her coat on the
back of her chair and took her seat,
between “Scarface” and the young
lady. They were playing five card draw
poker and so she waited for that hand
to finish.
“The ante is four bits” said Scarface
in a voice as rough as the rest of him.
He fixed the stranger with a steely
glare as she fished a coin out of her
pocket and added it to the pot. She
made a small pile of coins in front of
her to draw from when she started
betting while the moustachioed
fellow dealt everyone’s cards out.
The stranger waited until all the
cards had been dealt out and then
picked up hers to look at them. A pair
of threes and an ace, a seven and a
four. Not exactly a hand to inspire
confidence.
The betting started with the fancy
gentleman and he tossed half a dollar
dismissively into the pot. “Nope” said
the young lady next to the stranger,
folding her hand. “Not with cards
like that while I’m still sober.”
That earned a little smile from the
stranger as she called the bet.
Next scarface put in his bet and
raised it a dollar, never taking his
eyes off the stranger “I ain’t seen you
‘round these parts a’fore” he said.
“You just passin’ through or what?”
“Sort of” said the stranger. “I came
here for work but I’m not going

to stay for long.” She reached behind
her, to her coat pocket, and took out
a tin star that said “US Marshal” and
pinned it on her waistcoat. Scarface’s
eyes widened. He looked like he
was choosing his next words very
carefully.
“What business does a US Marshal
have in our small town?” “Fugitive
retrieval” said the stranger, taking a
drink of her sarsparilla.
The scar-faced man stood up in
a flash, sliding his chair back, and
reached for his gun. The stranger
was ready though. Just before his
hand touched metal she swung her
bottle into his face, knocking him
backwards into his chair.
As he landed back in his seat the
stranger raised her boot and kicked
him square in the chest, tipping over
both him and the chair.
He landed heavily and everyone in
the saloon could hear the dull thud
as his head collided with the floor
planks.
He was dazed and groggy and
before he could recover his wits the
stranger walked over to him, drew
her gun and pointed it at him.
In the silence that had fallen,
the sound of her drawing back the
hammer was unmistakeable and it
cleared the cobwebs from the man’s
head instantly. “Toss it” the stranger
told him.
Very slowly, still lying on his back,
Scarface drew his pistol and slid it
far away from him across the floor.
“Alright” said the stranger. “Now let’s
have no more fuss out o’ you.”
The tension in the room started
to ease and everyone let out breaths
they hadn’t realised they were
holding.
“Well, bravo” said the the fancy
gentleman. “That was rather a lot of
excitement for this early in the day,
wasn’t it?” “Excitement ain’t over
yet” said the stranger turning back to
the table.
“Tarquin Bogue” she said, as she
raised her gun and pointed it at the
fancy gentleman. “You’ve evaded
the law for quite a spell. But it’s
all over now.”
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from your local office...
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