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Enjoy your
independence
With a Paul Lucas Bathroom Design

BEFORE

AFTER

We can make the adjustments to
your bathroom in just 3-4 days!
For older adults, using the bathroom effectively and safely can be
difficult. Whether it’s the toilet, taps or climbing into the bath can be
daunting and nearly impossible for someone wheelchair bound.

BEFORE

We work with you
to find the perfect
fit for your
space, needs
and budget

AFTER

O Reduces the possibility of falling whilst getting in and out of the bath
O We can create an access for wheelchairs
O Cost effective! You get a larger shower without the increased cost
or inconvenience of a major bathroom refit
O A bath to shower conversion that allows the seniors
or disabled in your life to have more freedom

7 Fullbridge, Mill Lane, Maldon, Essex CM9 4LE
Email: Editor@TheMayl.com						

01621 853558

www.plbk.co.uk

October 2020 The Maylands Mayl 3

FREE TO DOWNLOAD NOW!
www.TheMaylandsMayl.com/Puzzles
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Essex
Largest Independent Oven Cleaning Company in Essex
totally Trusted by over 8,000 Customers in the Region

WE CLEAN ALL KINDS OF APPLIANCES
Oven Cleaning
BBQ Cleaning
Range Ovens
Microwaves

Hob & Extractor
Fridge Freezer
AGA Cleaning
Dishwashers

Odour Free, Eco friendly domestic cleaning that
will have your appliance looking as good as new
All Staff
are
DBS Checked

Trading
Standards
Approved

Book your clean now!
www.essexovencleaners.co.uk

01245 451003 - 07816 762869

Email: Editor@TheMayl.com						
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Banshee

Dracula

Magic

Spell

Bat

Eerie

Monster

Spiders

Bones

Frankenstein

Mummy

Spooky

Brimstone

Garlic

Mysterious

Sweets

Cackle

Ghost

Phantom

Treat

Cauldron

Ghoul

Potion

Trick

Cobweb

Goblin

Pumpkin

Vampire

Coffin

Gravestone

Scary

Wicked

Coven

Hag

Scream

Witch

Demon

Haunted

Sorcerer

Zombie

Apparition

Our success is
clear to see...

FRE

Mar E
App ket
rais
al
156 Station Road,
Burnham On Crouch, CM0 8HJ

Tel: 01621 782652
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Council Launches Annual
Residents and Business Survey

M

aldon District Council
has launched its annual
Residents and Business
Survey. The survey went live on
Monday 21 September 2020 and
will be available for six weeks until 1
November 2020. It can be completed
by going to:
www.maldon.gov.uk/yourviews
The 2019 survey was the first of its
kind. 520 residents and 43 businesses
responded to the questions which
covered everything from general
views about the District, health

and wellbeing and climate change
to detailed questions about Council
services and facilities. Giving the
Council your views is vital to help
shape services and plans for the
future.
This is always important but as the
District gradually moves out of the
COVID-19 situation, it is crucial
to understand how the Council
can continue to do better. Richard
Holmes, Director of Service Delivery,
said; “I would like to thank everyone
who took the time to respond to last

year’s survey. The results of the first
survey in December 2019 have given
the Council some useful feedback
and we are feeding this into our
improvement plans.
“Gathering information like this is
one of the best ways of understanding
what people across the District think
and the valuable information that
we get helps us to deliver the best
services that we can. “I would like
to encourage as many residents and
businesses as possible to complete
the survey.”

Leave It to Me
C H PLASTERING
Plastering and

General Building Work

Completed to a Very High Standard
Competitive Prices - 35yrs Experience

Call Chris: 01621 772305 or 07780 503212

Do you need help?
Call me and let’s have a chat
Whatever your needs Judith and her team will provide a
trustworthy and capable service which is second to none
See our website for testimonials from satisfied customers

01621 842659

07715 167752

www.leave-it-to-me.co.uk

LTD

SPARKLEBRITE

DOMESTIC
and
COMMERCIAL
CLEANERS

OVER 17 YEARS’ CLEANING EXPERIENCE

Daily, Weekly, Fortnightly or Monthly
One off Blitz
Spring Cleaning

Hygiene Cleans
House Clearances

Tel: 01621 744545 / 742288

Judith Hood

STORAGE
STORAGE

New Storage Containers to let in Mayland
20ft long - Separate access 24/7

Telephone: 01621 773933

Email: info@sparklebrite.co.uk

Unit 2, Red Lions Business Centre, Burnham Road, Latchingdon CM3 6JH
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Relocated to larger Showroom... Lots more Choice... Many New Lines

We Supply and Fit...
Laminate
Carpets
Vinyl
LVT

Carpets & Flooring
The Flooring Store that comes to your Door!
or why not Visit our New Large Showroom!

find us on

Telephone: 01621 928770 - 07718 063942

Highly Experienced Fitters
Options to suit ALL budgets
1000’s of Samples to choose from
Domestic & Contract Work Undertaken
Any Written Quote beaten by at least 10%

FREE Home Quotations

VERY COMPETITIVE PRICES

All work Fully Insured and Guaranteed

Email: info@aclarkecarpets.com

ROOMSIZED REMNANTS
AT

UNBEATABLE PRICES

Web: www.aclarkecarpets.com
Unit 1, Red Lion Business Centre, Burnham Road, Latchingdon CM3 6JH
Email: Editor@TheMayl.com						
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BAPTIST CHURCH
From the Pastors Desk

I

t is wonderful to be back
worshiping Father God.
Taking communion too. Our
speakers last month brought
their own musicians. We had
a joyous time listening to the
sermon with a mixture of new and
old hymns/songs.
On the 25th October we are
planning our HARVEST THANKS
GIVING SERVICE Starting at 11am.
We are attempting to get a charity
speak and planning our usual
Harvest meal (posh ploughmans) It
will take time to settle into a new
routine.
We had 19 pages of instructions
to read (thank you Linda) from the
Baptist Union of Great Britain as
well as the Government guidlines
before we could open. It is so
important to follow the 'rules',
keeping us all as safe as possible.
Wearing our masks, keeping our
distance where possible, keep
washing our hands etc. Apologies
for the mistake in the dates for
our Sunday services in last months

Mayl. I looked at August instead of
September, but it didn't stop folk
coming. Praise God.
We look forward to more
times gathered together (with
distancing of course) But we will
not be meeting on the 4th October,
because the Church of England
need the building for their harvest
meal.
Slight change of thought. I was
sorting out my rubbish the other
day, putting things in the right
sacks etc, when a thought came to
me. I had a few toilet roll centres
to put in the waste paper box and I
wondered how the people that have
toilet roll mountains/bake beans/
pasta/rice are getting on and how
much of the food they bought will
get thrown because it's out of date.
There are several passages in
the bible about storing food and
things, the one that comes to mind
is in Luke 12: v16. Jesus gave
an illustration "a rich man had a
fertile farm that produced fine
crops. In fact his barns were full

to overflowing - he couldn't get
everything in. He thought about
his problem, and finally exclaimed,
' I know - I'll tear down my barns
and build bigger ones! Then I'll
have enough room. And I'll sit back
and say to myself, "Friend, you
have enough stored away for years
to come. Now take it easy! Wine,
women and song for you!" But God
said to him, "Fool! Tonight you die.
Then who will get it all?" "Yes, every
person is a fool who gets rich on
earth but not in heaven. "It would
be worth reading the next section,
v.22 - 34, if you have a bible and
time.
Prayer Time - There are so
many things to pray for, not just
in this country but throughout
the world, just a few ........Famine,
(also those that are volunteers)
Wars, PandemicFires, floods. As
our children start and/or go back to
school/college/work, I pray they will
all keep safe.
Every blessing,
Meryl Scrivener, Deacon

T

he clocks go back on Sunday 25th
October at 2am giving us an extra
hour in bed. This marks the end of British
Summer Time.
The drop in temperature will already have told us
that what we think of as summer; blue skies and
warm sunshine has unofficially already ended.
The clocks on smart phones are so smart
that they should update automatically. Older
analogue clocks will still need changing manually.
Some people have difficulty remembering
whether the clocks go back or forward. An easy
way to remember is to think of the seasons –
in Spring the clocks ‘spring forward’, and in
Autumn they ‘fall back’
Enjoy the extra hour in bed but don’t forget
that it will get dark even earlier in the evenings,
though the mornings will be lighter.
10 The Maylands Mayl October 2020							
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Another short break away in the
touring caravan in early September
took us to the far away destination
of.....North West Essex, and the
lovely village of Helions Bumpstead,
which nestles close to the borders
of both Suffolk and Cambridgeshire.
Our C.L site (certificated location)
on a hill had a panoramic view but
was a windy spot as the rustling
leaves of the Poplars surrounding
the field reminded us. My
favourite walk of our four days
away was from a village east of
our site, called Ridgewell, full of
quaint houses and dripping with
history but it's peace spoilt due to
the A1017 running through the
heart of it. A lane leads down to the
Church passing an infant school, the
children screaming with excitement
in the playground, bless them.
My path leaves through the back
of the churchyard into a meadow
then a quick left onto a lane and
then right onto a Green Track that
leads to the even smaller village of
Ashen. As I near the end of the lane
I notice a bright red vintage London
Transport bus in the yard of Upper
Farm it's destination displayed as
Clapton Pond and Bromley by Bow.
Many bungalows line the lane of
Ashen, making it very much a quiet

Email: Editor@TheMayl.com		

haven for retirement, further on
around the church is the older part
with many thatched cottages, the
last one in the process of having
its thatch renewed, lovely to see an
old tradition carrying on into the
21st century. Another footpath
brings me to Stokes Bridge which
crosses the river Stour and where
Essex becomes Suffolk at the village
of Stoke-by-Clare, again thatch
cottages back the large village green
but the A1092 cuts through here
spoiling the tranquility. Leaving
the village I rejoin the Stour Valley
Path, which hugs the river bank, a
pair of swans with their family of
four large grey cygnets greet me at
a Weir. The meadow ahead looking
like a constable painting with 20
or more cows grazing in it, some
at the water's edge drinking. My
dilemma was, my path went straight
through the middle of these huge
beasts, after psyching myself up
I strode through at a brisk pace
saying " nice cows, stay where you
are" They did, phew safe, and I had
avoided the cow pats too. A safe
distance from the bovine beasts,
a spot by the river, under a tree
made a nice stop for lunch. To my
delight a kingfisher flew past above
the water, a few seconds then it

was gone from sight. Further
on, a metal footbridge crosses the
river, I stood in the middle of it, the
water below clean and full of small
fish indicating a healthy Stour.
After a wooded section I arrive at
a pond with a Grecian style shelter
flanked by a standing lion, I was a
bit confused until I realised I was
now in the grounds of Baythorne
Park, mature trees dotted around,
then the imposing house itself off to
the !eft. I do like being nosey and a
public footpath through such places
normally out of bounds, gives me
the opportunity to be. Leaving the
estate by tall ornate metal gates I
walk alongside a road and branch off
towards Wixoe where my lift awaits,
passing the beautifully converted
Mill next to Baythorne bridge on
the way. That evening, on impulse,
we drove to the entrance of a farm
track then walked the half mile to
the point where the footpath and a
bridleway cross and here the three
counties meet.We hopped from one
county to another as the light faded,
just an orange glow guiding us back
to the car, a Tawny Owl twooing
from a stand of trees telling us it
was his time now. A perfect end to
an interesting day.
- Maisie -

October 2020 The Maylands Mayl 11

GP SERVICES ARE THERE
WHEN YOU NEED THEM

T

he coronavirus pandemic
has meant that the NHS
has had to work differently
in order to keep staff and
patients safe. Local GPs would like
to remind local residents that for
everyone’s safety, GP Practices
will continue to operate a ‘phone
first’ system, if they feel it would
be better to see a patient in person
then they have made it safe to do so.
There are four main ways to seek
healthcare advice from your GP:
• Call your surgery to discuss a
face-to-face or virtual (telephone
or video) appointment.
• In some practices you can visit
your GP surgery website and
complete a confidential online
form to receive a response before
the end of the next working day.
• Call NHS 111 or go online to seek
advice https://111.nhs.uk.
• Download the NHS App to
order repeat prescriptions, book
appointments and check your
symptoms.
Please do not present at A&E
unless it is an emergency.

Appointments will carried out in
one of three ways:
• by telephone.
• via video consultation.
• in person at the practice.
Face to face appointments will
be arranged if they are medically
appropriate and considered in
the best interests of the patient.
Practices are open Monday to
Friday, from 8am to 6.30pm.
Patients should also be aware that
pre-bookable evening and weekend
appointment are also available
through the extended access service.
To book an evening or weekend
appointment, patients should
contact their practice in the usual
way.
Daniel Doherty, Deputy Accountable
Officer Mid Essex Clinical
Commissioning Group, said:
“We understand that some people
will still feel reluctant or nervous
about contacting their GP – whether
that is because they don’t want to be
a burden or they are hesitant about
going into a practice. “However, I
would urge people to seek medical

help from NHS 111 or at their local
GP Practice if they have a health
issue.
GP Practice staff have been
working incredibly hard to ensure
local people get the help that they
need. For everyone’s safety, we are
still asking patients to contact our
GP practices remotely – and we have
adapted really well to this new way
of working – but if we feel it would
be better to see a patient in person
it is safe to do so.
”If you are waiting for a checkup, please be assured your practice
will be in touch. Appointments are
being delivered face-to-face, online
and over the telephone to manage
demand.
Remember, if you are asked to
come into a surgery for a face-toface appointment, please wear a face
covering.”

READERS LETTERS
Opinions Expressed by Contributors are Their Own...
Dear Editor,
Accident outside Nisa
A Friend of mine Mr. Richard
Wise of St. Lawrence (a disabled
pensioner) slipped over in the rain
outside Nisa in Mayland last Friday
25th September and needed to
go to hospital. An ambulance was
called and it appears subsequently
he has a cracked rib. He was
overwhelmed by the response of
the Nisa staff and customers, and
wishes to say a big thank you for

the blankets and pillow provided
and the good wishes and help
offered. He especially wishes to
thank Jenny who stayed with him
the whole time until the Ambulance
arrived. Richard's car and dog
Trudy were outside the shop and
Jenny organised with Richard's
carer Katy to ferry his car driven by
carer Katy, and then to bring Katy
back to retrieve her own car while
Richard went to Broomfield. A truly
amazing example of public spirited
action. And Richard wishes to thank

everybody at the scene last Friday
morning with a very special thanks
to Jenny.
- Richard Wise If YOU have an opinion,
we would love to hear it
Email: editor@themayl.com
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Investigation report into outbreak
of invasive Group A Streptococcus

I

n September, NHS Mid Essex
Clinical Commissioning
Group (CCG) published the
independent investigation
report it commissioned
under the NHS England and
NHS Improvement Serious Incident
Framework last year.
The report addresses an outbreak
of invasive Group A Streptococcus
(iGAS) in mid and west Essex
between February 2019 and August
2019. In a thorough and detailed
review lasting more than six
months, independent investigators
spoke to the families of patients
who had sadly died after contracting
the infection. They met healthcare
staff and clinical leaders who
had been responsible for the care
those patients had received. The
investigation team also reviewed
more than 1,700 documents
in relation to the incident
management of the outbreak.
The report compiled from the
investigation explains where
improvements can be made to
reduce the risk of a similar outbreak
happening in the future. Rachel
Hearn, Director of Nursing and
Quality for the Mid and South Essex
CCGs Acute Commissioning Team
and NHS Mid Essex CCG’s Director
of Nursing, said: “I would like to
express our deepest sympathies to
the families of those patients who
passed away. We thank them for
contributing to the investigation
at such a difficult time.“The safety
and care of our patients is our
priority. We commissioned this
independent investigation to
ensure that we could understand
Email: Editor@TheMayl.com		

areas for improvement and take
prompt action to reduce the risk
of a similar outbreak happening
again. The report details a number
of recommendations and we have
taken swift action along with our
partners to ensure changes have
been made quickly and safely.”
The independent investigation
team could not identify a single
source of transmission of the
iGAS outbreak. While the strain
of Group A Streptococcus involved
was isolated to a small number of
clinical workers, the spread was
likely to have occurred in a number
of ways with no direct link to any
individual. There have been no new
cases of iGAS in mid-Essex since
August2019. The report recognises
good practices during the outbreak
but also identifies areas requiring
attention and missed opportunities
for more proactive treatment. It
makes 22 recommendations to the
organisations involved, covering the
areas of:
• Wound management
• Identifying clinical deterioration
• Antibiotic therapy
• Infection prevention and control
• Record keeping
More than a third of recommendations
have been fully implemented across
the CCG, Provide Community
Interest Company and Mid and
South Essex NHS Foundation Trust.
All remaining recommendations
are in progress and are on track to
be completed, to schedule, by the
end of the year. Stephanie Dawe is
Chief Nurse and Chief Operating
Officer at Provide Community
Interest Company, which received
the most recommendations.
Stephanie said: “We were deeply
saddened by the deaths of a number
of people from this dreadful
infection. We want to offer our
sincere condolences. “We may
never fully understand the route of
transmission but there are clearly

things we need to do differently.
The report highlights a number
of areas for improvement and our
nursing teams have been working
diligently to make these changes.
“The healthcare system found this
outbreak an extraordinary challenge
and there was much learning
taking place for our teams and our
organisation.
We consistently strive to do our
best by the people we serve and
remain conscious that our nurses
worked extremely hard to contain
the infection. ”Immediate steps
were taken when the outbreak was
identified to reduce the likelihood
of it happening again, such as
reducing the number of different
staff in contact with an individual
patient and deep cleans of clinical
areas. Work continues to embed the
remaining recommendations, with
each action undergoing a robust
review and evidence process before
being signed off as complete.
Dr Kevin Beaton, Medical
Director for Mid Essex Hospitals,
part of the Mid and South Essex
NHS Foundation Trust, said: “We
have worked very closely with our
colleagues across the health system
to ensure that we have learned all
the lessons that we can from this
outbreak. “Our absolute priority is
that our patients receive the best
possible care and the report has
been helpful in confirming our areas
of focus.
“We have a detailed action plan
in place and have already made a
raft of improvements including
implementing comprehensive
programmes of training and audits,
and standardising policies and
procedures across all of our services.
”The investigation report will be
available from the CCG website
at: midessexccg.nhs.uk/aboutus/our-key-documents/3893independent-investigationreport-igas
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Garden Machinery to keep your garden looking its best
FRIENDLY & RELIABLE MAIN DEALER NEAR
MALDON, ESSEX

QUALITY BRANDS IN STOCK AND TO ORDER

Come and visit our new extensive modern showroom, where
we offer a comprehensive range of garden machinery to suit
all your gardening needs. From mowers to chainsaws, hedge
and grass trimmers to multi tools.
Receive hands-on advice from our expert sales team and find
the right machinery to keep your garden looking its best, no
matter what the size.

A12

B1019

Chelmsford

Maldon
Danbury
B1010

B1418

We offer a full aftersales service for most brands and stock a
range of spare parts within our onsite workshop.

B1018

Latchingdon

A130

B1010

South
Woodham
Ferrers

MALDONGARDENMACHINERY.CO.UK

01621 493 325

Unit 14, Mayfair Industrial Area, Maldon Road, Latchingdon, Chelmsford, Essex CM3 6LF

RHS Trained Horticultural Gardener
For all your Garden Requirements

Blackwater Renovations

Handyman Services
Garden Landscaping and Design
Painting & Decorating Interior and Exterior

Telephone Colin on: 07974 329134

Edging
Fencing
Spraying
Strimming
Seasonal Pruning
Small Tree Removal
Mulching - Composting
Weeding Beds and Borders
Lawn Mowing - Hedge Cutting
Plant & Soil Care and Conditioning
Charlie Potter: 07731 789955
TRAINED

Email us for our latest Price List
onthecasegardencare@gmail.com
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heavenly petals
Flowers for all Occasions

Freelance Florist dedicated to providing beautiful floral designs and first class
customer service to seamlessly fit within your budget and personal requirements

Flower Arrangements
Weddings, Funerals, Gift Bouquets
Corporate Functions and Celebrations

find us on

01621 742226 or 07947 179639
Email: Ed@HeavenlyPetals.co.uk
Burnham Road Latchingdon

JAS Tree Services
PAINTING AND DECORATING SPECIALIST

Internal and External
plus Minor Repairs
Full Liability Insurance - 40 Years Experience
Free Quotes - Email: Davidprt@hotmail.co.uk

Telephone David: 07949 803201

All aspects of tree work undertaken

Felling - Pruning - Crown Reduction - Hedgecutting

John Smith NPTC Qualified - FREE Quotation

Telephone: 01621 744996 or 07825 525975
www.jastreeservices.co.uk - jastreeservices@gmail.com

FIRST GRASS GARDENING SERVICES
Grass Cutting
Leaf Collection
HedgeTrimming
Border Weeding
General Garden Tidy
You Grow It We Mow It
01621 742229 - 07957 727150 - yvesteer@aim.com

DISCLAIMER

All material contained within this publication is strictly
copyright and all rights are reserved. Reproduction in
any form without permission is prohibited. Every care is
taken by the publishers (The Maylands Mayl Ltd) in
compiling the contents of The Maylands Mayl Magazine,
but no responsibility is assumed for any injury, loss
or damage arising from any article or advertisement
contained within the publication. The views expressed
within this publication do not necessarily reflect the
views of the publishers.

TOE NAIL CUTTING SERVICE
Worked and Trained with AGE UK

Email: Editor@TheMayl.com						

Fully Insured - DBS Checked

Call Nikki on 07917 198420
Email: nikkicomper@gmail.com
Find me on Facebook
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As it comes to the time when you
are thinking about topping up your
heating oil for winter, consider its
security.
In isolated parts of the
countryside it is primarily domestic
properties that are targeted by the
heating oil thieves, but we have
also seen such thefts at farms and
businesses.
There are several security
devices available that will protect
your fuel supplies - One such
system is Tank Commander
www.commandersecurities.
co.uk which has “Secured by
Design” accreditation www.
securedbydesign.com. Products
like this will detect a dramatic drop
in fuel and notify you by phone or
alarm. There are also other similar
security products that can add onto
an existing intruder alarm system,
whilst others may protect the filler
cap and of course conventional
locks.
Another consideration would be
concealing it with landscaping and
spiky plants around the tank, or
with gates and fencing, and where
possible under lighting in view of
the house.

The Illusion of occupancy
As the nights draw in earlier don’t
forget to use table lamps on timers,
and maybe also a TV simulator that
produces lighting that resembles
a television switched on. Consider
installing external “Dusk till dawn”
lighting, also gates closed and
locked.
If you would like further advice
regarding security please look at the
Essex Police website at: www.essex.
police.uk/cp/crime-prevention.
Naturally we also ask locals to report
any unusual activity to police in
an emergency on 999 or after the
event on 101 or “Do it online”
www.essex.police.uk/do-itonline/report-a-crime or to
Crimestoppers anonymously on
0800 555 111.

ESSEX

POLICE
Protecting and serving Essex

Theft of Metals
You may well think “theft of metal”
how does that affect me? Just look
around you, your car has a very
desirable catalytic convertor on its
exhaust system, a roof has lead,
in the ground there is cabling for
utilities such as telecommunications
and many other examples where
around us there are valuable metals.
It does not then take a lot then
to see that the loss of a catalytic
convertor means a trader cannot
work as the vehicle cannot be used,
the theft of lead from a roof and its
resultant water damage catastrophic
to a heritage building, theft of
utility or telecommunication cabling
can effectively cut off a village or
whole area causing a loss of business
or connectivity for the vulnerable,
these just but a few of the results of
metal theft.

So, what can be done?
We can make it more difficult to
steal and we can make it more
difficult to dispose of.
Making it more difficult to steal or
dispose of:
1) Report any suspicious activity:
i.e. the unmarked van or other
vehicle parked with activity around
a manhole or sub-station etc, an
unknown person working under a
car late at night/early hours of the
morning, activity around a church,
heritage or other building when it’s
not normal especially on a roof.
Protect your neighbourhood by

setting up a Neighbourhood Watch,
Heritage Watch or Business Watch
if you have not got one, the signage
deters, and many eyes are better
than one pair. NB – If you have
planned building work let your
neighbours/parishioners/employees
know including who they are and
what hours they will be there.
2) Make it harder to steal: i.e. where
your vehicle is parked – choose an
area where people can see it or put it
“under lock and key”, in a yard park
vehicles with high ground clearance
parked between those with low
ground clearance, look at security
devices with a vehicle it could be a
protective cage, reduce access make
them walk further and into public
view especially when protecting
buildings and their roofs, remove
aids to the thief i.e. tools to do the
job and climbing aids or something
to carry their ill-gotten gains away,
consider an alarm, with lead from
roofs especially try and make
access difficult subject to certain
conditions you could use a spiky
topping around downpipes fencing
and roofs.
3) Making it harder to dispose of: to
start off with if its less attractive its
less likely to be stolen so property
marking and signage of this and
other security devices may deter.
Property marking makes it harder to
dispose of, and there is something
for almost everything from historic
artefacts on the seabed to catalytic
convertor to roofing material
to your day to day property. An
unmarked piece of property can be
anonymous when stolen, in most
cases we don’t know where it came
from and therefore any prosecution
is that much more difficult. A
thief will know this and therefore
anything that ties it back to the
owner presents a risk not only to
the thief but also to the handler,
if the handler will not take it or it
causes difficult questions at a boot
fair or other then it’s not worth
stealing it in the first place.
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A.G. Smith

• Private chapel of rest
• Mercedes Benz hearse &
limousines
• 24 hour service
• Hand carved memorials
• Home visits by
appointment
• Prepayment Funeral Plans

Established 1912

Funeral Directors & Monumental Masons

Southminster - 01621 774 557
Hallmark House, 44 Station Rd,
Southminster CM0 7EW
Maldon - 01621 854 293
7 Spital Road, Maldon CM9 6DY

agsmithfunerals.co.uk

FOR YOUR INFORMATION
The Maylands Mayl continues to be printed
but is not being delivered door to door.
Our regular collection points are still
available for you to pick up a copy
YOU CAN ALSO NOW READ IT ONLINE AT:
www.TheMaylandsMayl.com

or why not register to receive a copy in the post

We’re here
for you,
whenever
you need us
101 Station Road,
Burnham-on-Crouch

01621 786666

31 Hullbridge Road,
South Woodham Ferrers

01245 328307

13-15 Market Hill, Maldon

01621 858578

www.eastofengland.coop/funerals
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Byrhtnoth and the Vikings
Mind must be the stronger, heart
the bolder, courage must be the
greater, as our might lessens.
So spoke the veteran warrior
Bryhtwold, as he shook his sword
and raised his shield, shortly before
he met his end at the hands of an
army of invading Vikings. It’s not
a straightforward translation from
the Old English. Some swap ‘mind’
for ‘heart’, ‘stronger’ for ‘harder’
and so on, but you get the picture.
He and his retainers were
facing annihilation in the face of
a ferocious onslaught courtesy of
Justin and Guthmund*; Danish
interlopers on a deadly mission
to secure Danegeld for their king
across the North Sea.
(*In some accounts the Vikings
were led by Olaf Tryggvason who
later became king of Norway.)

Red River
The lines are from an epic poem
written in the Old English language
describing the heroic events of
the battle of Maldon in AD 991. A
sizable Viking force had rowed up
the River Blackwater and landed
on, or very near to, what is now
Northey Island just to the east of
Maldon or Maeldun (the cross on
the hill) as it was known.
The ensuing battle did not go well
for the local Essex militia and it
was left to the older and more
experienced men to galvanise what
was left of their army into one final,
valiant gesture. Bryhtwold’s words
were a rallying cry to his kinsmen
on what must have been by then a
very bloody battlefield. Many of the
key players lay dead or dying and
the River Pante (now Blackwater),
ran red with their blood. So how had
it come to this?

Nordic Neighbours
At the end of Maldon’s promenade
the statue of a loan warrior, sword
held aloft in defiance, is a clue. This

is Byrhtnoth, one of King Æthelred’s
most loyal and trusted thegns. He
was the Ealdorman of Essex and
leader of the Anglo-Saxon fyrd (the
army in the field) charged with
seeing off foreign aggressors from
this vulnerable east coast.
Its wide estuaries and shallow
creeks had become a fertile hunting
ground for Sweyn Forkbeard’s
men (King Sweyn Forkbeard of
Denmark). In order to head these
hunters off at the pass, perceived
wisdom was to pay them off in gold.
Known as Danegeld, it guaranteed
peace and avoided costly conflict
with our Nordic neighbours.

Poisonous Swords
Not all of the poem survives
but fortunately the key sections
are largely intact. It opens with a
parley between the Viking leaders
and Byrhtnoth. An offer of peace
and protection in exchange for
gold is made but Byrhtnoth is not
interested and turns them down
flat.
To be fair, the offer was pretty
one-sided particularly in terms of
the amount or quantity of gold
which was to be determined by the
Vikings themselves. Byrhtnoth’s
‘tough guy’ response was to
offer ‘spears as tribute’ and the
‘poisonous points’ of his army’s
‘ancient swords’. Big talk indeed.

Blackwater Battle Site
So where did this battle take
place? Early medieval battle sites are
notoriously tricky to track down.
After all, they did take place over a
thousand years ago. However, the
location for the battle of Maldon
has proven to be less problematic.
The poem describing the battle’s
key moments makes at least two
references to the ‘Pante’ as being
a stream or a watery course. We
know that the River Blackwater was
originally called the Pante by our

medieval ancestors so this narrows
it down.
The poem also makes reference
to a causeway or bridge which is
exposed as the tide ebbs. This leaves
us with two possible locations;
Northey Island and Osea Island,
both linked to the shore by
causeways exposed at low water. So
which is it?
There is a further clue. The
Vikings are said to have crossed the
causeway in a westerly direction.
If they were holed up on Northey,
whose causeway leads in a south
westerly direction across to the
mainland, then this is the most
likely candidate. Indeed most
modern day maps place the site
on the shoreline close to Northey
Island to the east of Maldon.

Bridge-Wardens
In the poem the Northey
causeway is described as a bridge
and is guarded by the brave ‘bridgewardens’ Wulfstan, Ælfhere and
Maccus. With a well-aimed spear,
Wulfstan kills a Viking who sets
foot on the bridge. However, from
this point onward things start to go
a bit wrong for Byrhtnoth’s boys.
Not wanting to lose any more men
in this manner, the sneaky Vikings
made a request for safe passage
across the causeway. In fact the
poem uses the Old English word
‘lytegian’ (to act cunningly).
Byrhtnoth, being a man of honour
and pride, granted their request
and the Vikings were allowed to
advance. The Essex Ealdorman
has come in for a fair bit of stick
over the years for this apparently
foolish gesture. After all, it would
have made a whole lot more sense
to leave the Vikings on Northey
wouldn't it?
The poem refers to Byrhtnoth's
‘ofermōde’ which translates as
pride but can also mean arrogance
or overconfidence. A possible
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explanation is that Byrhtnoth
did not want to risk letting the
Vikings escape in their long ships
to cause more mayhem elsewhere.
Essentially getting them off the
island would have made it more
difficult for them to return to their
ships. Whatever the explanation
Byrhtnoth would now face a brutal
struggle if he and his men were to
defeat these naughty Norsemen.

Ravens and Eagles
More sensibly, Byrhtnoth
ordered his men to form a wall
with their shields as the Vikings
waded across the shallows and
onto the battlefield. Fighting broke
out immediately. Spears soared,
‘bows were busy’, ‘shields were
peppered with points’ and swords
were swung. The local ravens and
eagles turned up too, as it looked
as though there would be plenty of
free food on offer before the day was
done. They weren’t wrong.

Southern Spear
Now we did say that things were
about to go bad for Byrhtnoth.
And they did. He found himself in
close combat with a young Viking
warrior who managed to stab him
with a ‘southern spear’. Ouch! One
can only imagine whereabouts a
‘southern spear’ might make its
mark. Undeterred (but no doubt
in immense ‘lower body’ pain),
Byrhtnoth retaliated with a wellaimed spear to his assailant’s neck.

Spineless Saxons?
He fought on, piercing another
Viking through his chainmail shirt
and laughing manically in the face of
what must have seemed like certain
death. In fact, the prospect of death
seemed so certain, that some of the
Saxons decided that now was the
time to run away. Godric, Godwine,
Godwig and probably quite a few
others with names beginning with
Email: Editor@TheMayl.com		

‘G’ rode off into nearby woodland
never to be seen again leaving
Byrhtnoth’s band of brothers to
fend for themselves. Spineless? Yes,
but at least Godric and his brothers
would live to run away again.

Bodyguards
Meanwhile, back on the battlefield
the inevitable wouldn't be delayed
for too much longer. Another well
aimed spear did for Byrhtnoth as he
and two of his bravest bodyguards,
Ælfnoth and Wulfmær, were cut
down mercilessly. With their
Ealdorman down and others fleeing
from the fight one might forgive our
Saxon heroes for offering terms of
surrender and coughing up the cash
in order to bring hostilities to an
end. But none of it. Their strict code
of conduct was to fight to the death.

Still Standing
One by one those who were
still standing spoke brave words
exhorting each other to summon
up a last ditch effort to save the
day. Ælfwine the Mercian warrior
‘young in winters’, Leofsunu the
steadfast man of Sturmere, Dunnere
brandishing his spear, Æscferth
the sturdy Northumbrian archer,
Eadweard the Tall vowing not
to ‘flee a foot of land’ and noble
Ætheric ‘quick and eager to go forth
and earnestly fight’. In the end they
all succumbed as did many of their
Danish foe. Ultimately it was the
Danes who secured a narrow but
costly victory although, so depleted
was their number, they were said to
struggle to man their ships on the
homeward voyage.

Danegeld
Was it worth the fight? Probably
not. The answer lies in King
Æthelred’s actions in the days and
weeks following the battle. He
decided that enough was enough
and opted to pay an enormous

Danegeld tribute of £10,000 to
Sweyn Forkbeard. Anything to
prevent further bloodshed. The
size of this payment suggests that
Æthelred was hoping it would be
enough to secure his position and
the future security of his country.
Perhaps it did in the short term
but give those Vikings an inch and
they will take your crown, your
money, your women and children,
your towns and your farms. Not
to mention all that raping and
pillaging.

St Brice’s Day Massacre
Æthelred had a long hard think
about what to do about all those
marauding Vikings rocking up
on the coast of Essex and Kent
demanding protection money.
Without bothering to check his
ideas with the Witan (advisers. He
wasn’t called Æthelred the Unready
for nothing) he came up with a
cunning plan. He decided that it
would be a great idea to slaughter
all the Danes living in England
(including women and children).
The massacre was carried out in a
very efficient, and horribly bloody,
manner on St Brice’s day (13th
November) eleven years after the
battle of Maldon. At last he would
be rid of those pesky Danes for
good. Right? Wrong. Very wrong.

Forkbeard’s Revenge
So enraged by the massacre was
Sweyn Forkbeard that he organised
a full scale invasion of England.
Poor Æthelred ran away and hid on
the Isle of Wight. Probably quite a
wise move given the circumstances.
Not really how his cunning plan
was supposed to play out. At least
if he had heeded the advice of his
council he might have had a better
nickname. Perhaps Æthelred the
Wise or Æthelred the Good or
something like that. There’s just no
telling some kings.
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A

fter being moved from May,
Stow Maries' Wings & Wheels
event finally took place in
September, with over 100 classic
vehicles and an air display that was
one of the site’s best ever. It included
displays from the Turbulent Team
and the Tiger 9, plus the Nieuport,
Albatros, Mew Gull & Isaac Fury all
took to the sky.
The aerodrome even had a visit
from a Hawker Hurricane to celebrate
80 years since a Hurricane last landed
at Stow. With the Fairy Hunters
& History Tellers, there really was
something for everyone.
Ian Flint, Chief Executive Stow
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Maries Great War Aerodrome said:
“This event was a resounding success!
Thanks to the great support from
National Heritage Lottery Fund
Emergency funding, we are a Visit
England Good-to-Go site, and the
visitors responded with confidence
and excitement.
As usual, this event sold out very
quickly. Everyone that attended had
a brilliant day – great fun on the
ground with hundreds of exhibitors
and performers, great exhibitions
in our buildings and a fantastic air
display to boot! What more could you
ask for? We can’t wait for our next
event”.
(Photos by: Dave Davies)
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JWB and Sons

JWB

CARPENTRY AND CONSTRUCTION YOU CAN COUNT ON
Specialists in home refurbishment, landscaping, and every aspect of
carpentry including kitchen & bathroom installations, bespoke hand-made
furniture, cupboards, doors, windows, drinks bars and also staircases

01621 740641
07415 123155

Services Include
Carpentry
Landscaping
Bathrooms
Bedrooms
Construction
Guttering
Kitchens
Fencing
find us on

Our Website

www.JWBandSons.co.uk

Our company is a registered member of the ‘Check a Trade’ Website where
you will find Photos & Reviews from projects we have recently completed

BRADWELL
ST LAWRENCE

TILLINGHAM
STEEPLE
MAYLANDSEA

COLD NORTON

LATCHINGDON

MAYLAND

SOUTHMINSTER
ALTHORNE

The Maylands Mayl is available
FREE throughout The Dengie.
We have collection points in
Althorne, Cold Norton, Bradwell,
Mayland, Southminster, St Lawrence
and Tillingham.
We also have a Pay for Postage
Subscription Service Available.

BURNHAM
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Telephone:

01621 740998
FULLY AIR CONDITIONED
RESTAURANT AND TAKEAWAY

SUNDAY BUFFET
12noon- 4:00pm
Adults £11.25 per head
Children £6.50 per head

FULLY LICENSED BAR
10% discount on takeaways

Eat as much as you like
Extensive range of dishes
Different every week

( collection orders only, over £10 )

INDIAN CUISINE

at
THE MAYLAND MILL
Award Winner

Opening Hours

ZARA INDIAN CUISINE
The Mayland Mill
Steeple Road
Mayland CM3 6EG

EVENING
Mon – Thu 5:00pm – 10:00pm
Fri & Sat 5:00pm – 11:00pm

Info@zaramayland.com
www.zaramayland.com

LUNCH
Mon – Sat Bookings Only
Sun 12:00noon – 10:00pm

Buck Rogers
Car Breakers
Steeple Road
Mayland CM3 6EG

Phone us first for very
competitive rates
Phone between
8.30am & 6pm only

License No 307/94

Quick Efficient
Friendly Service

MINI SKIP HIRE

Is your car in need of attention?
No time to get it to a garage?
Why not take
advantage of our
Free Collection &
Delivery Service or
if required the use
of our courtesy car.
Contact your local
Award Winning Service
& Repair Centre for all
your vehicle needs!
Looking After Your Car,
Looking After You.

Tel: 01621 773933
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Hitachi Pulls the Plug on Wylfa

W

hat does the loss
of a new nuclear
power station at
Wylfa mean for
Bradwell B?
News that the Japanese investor,
Hitachi, has pulled the plug on the
Wylfa new nuclear plant in North
Wales has repercussions for the
new nuclear projects on the East
Coast, Sizewell C and Bradwell B,
says Prof. Andy Blowers, Chair of
the Blackwater Against New Nuclear
Group (BANNG). The loss of Wylfa
signals the huge expense of new
nuclear development.
It is clear that the UK government
would have to intervene to revive the
Wylfa project, which is supported by
the local community. At the same
time the French company EDF has
its own financial woes and has made
it clear it will need support from UK
taxpayers or consumers in order to
continue with Sizewell C.
While the Chinese developer, CGN,
appears to have the resources it,
too, may be reluctant to underwrite
Bradwell B without UK support in
some form or other. In any case
concerns about risks to our national
security from Chinese investment
in our nuclear infrastructure are

 



becoming more insistent to the point
where either the British or Chinese
government may choose to call it a
day.
If these financial and security
questions are not enough, CGN is
now fully aware of the mountain it
has to climb to get anywhere near
Planning Permission for its massive
nuclear juggernaut, which, if it
comes to pass, will utterly destroy
the environment and wellbeing of
the Blackwater region.
In recent weeks widespread public
protest led by BANNG and the
Bradwell B Action Network (BBAN)
and now fortified by influential
councils at Colchester and Maldon
has produced a powerful coalition of
outright opposition to the proposals
among the local communities.
Unlike North Wales, Essex is now

hostile territory for the nuclear
industry.
Bradwell B also has to face other
major technical hurdles. The
Chinese reactor design - not yet
operational anywhere in the world
- must get through the rigorous
assessment of the UK regulators.
And it must undergo the process of
Justification in terms of its benefits
outweighing the health detriments
it will cause.
So, its progress will not be
straightforward and will take years
to complete. By the time it could
start operating, say in the middle
of the next decade, it will be a white
elephant, unnecessary, uneconomic
and redundant.
By that time our electricity needs
will be comfortably met by a suite
of renewable technologies backed
by storage systems, localised power
networks and international grid
links.
Andy Blowers comments: ‘It is
conceivable that the Bradwell B
project could collapse in weeks.
Or, it may take much longer before
CGN realises persistence is futile.
Whatever happens, the loss of
Wylfa suggests the writing is
already on the wall’.

Coronavirus update

Essex County Council

Coronavirus is STILL here
September saw the COVID-19 alert level raised
from 3 to 4, meaning that transmission is high or
rising rapidly. So, we must act now. Cases are rising
nationally, and Essex is no different. The coronavirus
is not going away.
We need to try to stem the tide of rising cases
before the NHS is impacted. As the Chief Medical
Officer said recently, the seasons are against us.
We are entering the time of year when respiratory
illnesses circulate more and deaths start to increase.
In Essex, we have good quality data to work with and
a test and trace system we trust so that if contact

tracing is necessary, we can reach the people who
need to self-isolate. Along with the launch of the
NHS COVID-19 App, this will help us to control the
spread. We all need to do our bit to stop the spread.
This means following the hands, face, space
guidelines, staying 2m from other people, wearing
face coverings, washing hands regularly and selfisolating when requested.
We will only be able to avoid the introduction of
further restrictions if people and businesses abide by
the rules. Please play your part. Act now and follow
the advice.
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Harlow Blackwater
Sailing Club

E

arlier we feared we would
not get any sailing in this
year. However, when the
rules were relaxed it was
back on the water. Having
missed the early part of the season
we have been trying to catch up as
much as possible.
Our Sailing secretary has worked
hard to reschedule and run as
many races as possible in the time
available. Fortunately our sport does
allow social distancing, with a good
proportion of our fleet sailing single
handed. The winds have generally
been favourable and we have had
some very good racing.
Some of our more adventurous
dinghy sailors even ventured to
Brightlingsea for the day in their
Wayfarer. They left early morning

arriving lunchtime in Brightlingsea.
After an excellent Bistro meal, which
they struggled to finish due to the
huge portions, they left for home
about 3pm on the rising tide. After
tacking out it was a fast sail home
with the boat planning as the wind
increased to a good force 4 to 5.
The sail back was so quick they had
to beach at Lawling Creek Spit to wait
for the tide. This gave them time for
a picnic, with tea coffee and scotch
eggs, the Bistro having being digested
by this time. They had a great sunset
as they finally made our jetty at about
7 pm. They reported a long day, but
great sailing.
The 6 larger boats which did launch
will soon be brought back up our jetty
and laid up in the dinghy park for
winter.

Some of our hardier dinghy sailors
will join Maylandsea Bay sailing club
for their Winter series, which runs up
to Christmas.
Sadly we have not been able to
run socials this year, but we have
otherwise made good use of our time
on the water. Like everyone we are
hoping, for a return to normality
next year.
If you are interested in sailing or
finding out more about our club
please see our website at harlowblackwater-sailingclub.com or
contact us on hbsccommittee@
gmail.com.
For membership secretary ring
07929 734684. We have club
moorings and winter storage for
larger boats. As well as dinghy, canoe
and board storage in our dinghy park.
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Imagine a
retirement
where you can
do more of the
things you love
With a lifetime mortgage

Do more of the things you love
with the help of your home.
If you’re 55 or over and a
homeowner, find out how you
can release a tax-free lump
sum to help you fund your
retirement dreams.
A lifetime mortgage is a loan
secured against your home.
The loan, plus interest, is repaid
when the last borrower dies or
moves into long-term care.

This fantastic new album by Julian May takes a
peek in the rear-view mirror at a host of classic
cover tracks spanning the 50's through to the 90's

Arrangement fee may apply.
There may be cheaper ways
to borrow.

From Elvis to Take That - Neil Sedaka to Bryan Adams
Engelbert Humperdinck to Chris de Burgh
The Stylistics to Billy Joel
there really is something for all tastes in popular music

To find out more, talk to us
today or give us a call on:

01245 806119
Equity release may impact the size of your estate and it could affect your entitlement
to current and future means-tested benefits.
Hayley Noye trading as Blackberry Mortgage Services is an Appointed Representative of New Leaf
Distribution Ltd. who are authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. Number 460421
Head Office First Floor Princess Caroline House 1 High Street Southend on
Sea Essex SS1 1JE. Company registration Number 5520001.

B L AC K B E R R Y

O R TG A G E

SERVICES

Julian said, “It's good to see this collection of songs finally coming together
and will hopefully lift and brighten people's lives while the music industry
is unable to offer live platform's to singers and bands alike at this time.”

Yesterday's Songs is a 24-track double CD album

Priced at just £10 (Please Add £1.65 for Post & Packing)

To place your order contact Deb's Records at:
deb-eric-elliott@hotmail.co.uk

Est
1995

Smart Motor Company

SERVICING & REPAIRS
To all makes of vehicle
MOT & DIAGNOSTICS
Telephone: 07768 132655
Unit 16 Mayland Ind Estate, Mayland CM3 6BE

ANN’S CARS 01621 741621 - 07484 728738

Family run taxi service established over 10 years
Reliable service will take you anywhere you wish to go
Shopping Trip Airport Seaport Train Station Hospital
We will even wait to bring you home

YOU DRINK
THEATRE TRIPS

by Cambridge Weight Plan

Consultant: Karen Johnson
07971 756278 kazza3373@gmail.com facebook.com/121dietkarenj

B&H TAXIS
Email: BandHTaxis @ gmail.com

WE DRIVE
DINNER DATES

6 & 8 Seater Cars available on request

ANY OCCASION

07896 553610

ANY LOCATION

We’ll meet your PLANES and BOATS and TRAINS and of course COACHES too!
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9 Tips for Windows 10
1) Multiple Desktops

3) Screen Scaling

Linux users have had them for years
but this is the first version of windows
to have multiple desktops open at
one time. You could have one desktop
for your work apps, and another with
games or social media. To access your
other desktops press the windows key
(between alt and ctrl on the bottom
left of your keyboard) and the tab key
at the same time. You can click on the
thumbnail of your second desktop.
A quicker way to access the second
desktop is windows key + ctrl + arrow
key (either left or right). This will
quickly move you to and from your
other desktops.

Right-click on the desktop and choose
display settings. From here you can
increase the screen scale to make
everything bigger. This could be useful
for older people with poor vision,
and for people using their PC's as
multimedia centres. »

2) Right-Click Start Menu
This gives you a small menu of
administration tools, such as network
and programs. It can save you digging
through the settings app.
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» 4) Dark Mode
Open Settings > Personalization >
Colors and you can set the operating
system to either dark mode or light
mode. These themes change the
colour of the Start menu, Taskbar, File
Explorer, other programs to the theme
selected.

SWF OFFICE OPEN

7 DAYS A WEEK

5) Unit Conversion
Windows calculator now has a new
feature that allows you to convert
between imperial and metric units such
as weight, length and area. You can find
this in the view menu.

6) Show Desktop Button
It's easy to miss, but on the far bottom
right of your screen, to the right of the
clock is a button that will minimise
all windows and reveal your desktop.
Useful if you have lots open and don't
want to minimise each window one at a
time.

Tel: 01245 426 163 | Email: info@ahead4.com
117 Hullbridge Road, South Woodham Ferrers, CM3 5LL

www.ahead4.com

7) Resize the Start Menu
When you click the start button, on the
bottom left of your screen, the menu
that pops up can be made larger like any
other window. Just grab the top right
corner with your mouse and drag to
make it fill the screen if you want.

8) Start Windows File Manager
Use the shortcut, Windows key + e.

9) Remove Login Screen
Every time your computer starts up,
you have to put in a password. You
might be wondering what's the point
to this, as everyone in the house has
the password anyway. You could just
remove the password (control panel,
user accounts), but having a password
can be useful. Even if your computer
never leaves the house, there may be
times when you don't want prying eyes,

or little fingers messing with your PC,
and if it's a laptop, who knows where
it might be used and left for a few
minutes. The ability to lock your PC
with a password could be very handy in
these situations. One possible solution
to this is Windows auto-login. This
is where Windows will automatically
put in your password and log you
onto the desktop. You can still lock
your pc either from the start menu
(start-people-icon lock) or by using
Windows key + L. To set up auto login
do the following: click on start, type
'netplwiz' click on this. In the window
that appears there is a check box that
says 'users must enter a username
and password' take the tick out of the
box. It will then prompt you for the
username and password to auto-login.
Click ok, and next time you start your
PC it will boot straight to the desktop,
with no login
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ANY WRITTEN QUOTE BEATEN BY AT LEAST 10%
WHEN QUOTING “MAYL20”
“The quality of
workmanship is always
spot on”

“The price is right. The
work could not be
better”

ELECTRICAL SERVICES

FIRE & SAFETY

SMART HOMES

CAR CHARGERS

RENEWABLES

CARAVANS & MARINE

WHAT WE DO
DOMESTIC, COMMERCIAL & INDUSTRIAL
FULL & PARTIAL REWIRES
FUSE BOARD UPGRADES
CCTV, SECURITY LIGHTS AND INTRUDER
ALARMS
 TESTING & INSPECTION
 LANDLORD REPORTS





NO JOB TO BIG OR SMALL

WHY CHOOSE US?
 85% OF OUR WORK THROUGH
RECOMMENDATIONS
 ALL WORKS GUARANTEED
 INSURED UP TO £2,000,000
 ALL OUR ENGINEERS ARE FULLY QUALIFIED
 QUALITY WORKMANSHIP AND A PASSION
FOR CUSTOMER CARE
WE WILL ALWAYS FIND A SOLUTION

“THE ESSEX ELECTRICIAN THAT CARES”
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INTRODUCING A FASCINATING INSIGHT
INTO SOCIAL HISTORY FROM 1890 ONWARDS
THE WEEPING TIME
By Nellie Joyce Watson

The Weeping Time is the true story
of Nellie Joyce Watson's parents and
grandparents. The account spans the
life of Nellie's mother, Alice from
1890 till her death at the age of
eighty-six in 1976. In those eighty-six
years she was to know real hardship.
She brought up twelve children and
was widowed three times.
Born Alice Gale in Canning Town,
East London, Alice grew up in
poverty, her father squandering what
little money the family had on drin
and womanising. Her mother took in
washing and at the age of twelve Alice
started work at the match factory.

Nellie's father was Alice's third
husband. He worked as a crane driver
for the Gas light and Coke Company
at Beckton Gasworks, and died at the
age of seventy-six in 1956.
Nellie Joyce Watson was born in
Canning Town, and then her family
moved to West Ham where she
unknowingly lived next door to her
future husban. He was fourteen years
old and Nellie was twelve.
Her life was spent as a typist. Nellie
and her husband celebrated tehir
platinum wedding anniversay in
2019, and received congratulations
from the Queen. They have one son
and now live in Althorne, where they
moved to after retirement.
The Weeping Time is available
in paperback on major online
bookselling websites or from any
good bookshop.

GOLDFISH NEED NEW HOME
Our Fish Pond is going and we
need to find a good home for 16-18
Goldfish. If you would like them,
please get in touch.
Telephone: 07895 935924 (Mayland)

Email your Free Ads to:

FreeAds@TheMayl.com
Email: Editor@TheMayl.com		
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MENORCA HOLIDAY VILLA

WITH PRIVATE SWIMMING POOL FOR RENTAL
Close to Es Castell, short drive to gorgeous beaches

DOMESTIC ROOFING

Sleeps 2 - 7

Slate and Tiled Roofs New or Repaired

FREE
Brochure

Specialist in Flat Roofing Felt and Fibreglass
Over 30 years Experience
Full Public Liability Insurance

Email:menorcaholiday@aol.com
Tel: 01621 741810
www.MenorcaHolidayVilla.co.uk
07860 232854

01621 742229 or 07957 727150
email: yvesteer@aim.com

Before
Edging

After
Edging

RUGS

WHY NOT MAKE YOUR OWN RUG
Purchase one of our many Remnants and we will cut it to the size you require and EDGE it for you as well

Website at:
aclarkecarpets.com

01621 928770

Carpets & Flooring
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ARMOUR SHUTTER LTD
FREE Survey and Quotation

Specialists in Property Protection
Tailor-made security solutions for Domestic,
Commercial and Industrial Applications
www.armourshutters.com

Roller Shutters
Garage Shutters
Security Grilles
Fire Shutters
Strip Curtains
Burglar Bars
Steel Doors

SWF ELECTRICAL
Tel: 01245 905751
Email: info@swfelectrical.co.uk

Over 25 years experience.
Domestic, Commercial & Industrial.
Full & Partial Rewires.
Fuse Board Upgrades.
Electric
Security & Outdoor Lighting.
Vehicle
Fault Finding.
Charging
Testing & Inspection.
Landlord Reports.
Maintenance.
Contact us today for
advice and a free quote

Industrial Services & Controls Ltd

www.swfelectrical.co.uk

We can supply, Install, Service &
Repair all types of Roller Shutters

Telephone: Maylandsea 01621 333812

elspethcowell.uk

elspethcowell

Get Active, Stay Active

Musculoskeletal Podiatrist

01621 779915 or 07970 589281
Gait Analysis, Orthotics, Sports Injuries, Low Level Laser

Wisbey
Salvage & Spares

Salvage & Spares
01621 773533

Spares Available
Vehicle Engines & Gearboxes
Mirrors & Motor Assemblies
Body Panels and Trim
Radios & CD Players
Headlights & Glass
Tyres & Batteries

Call Us Now for a Free
No Obligation Quote
20 & 40 Yard Bins Available For Site Clearances

Metal and Vehicles Accepted
Collection Service Available
On Site Weighbridge
Fully Licensed Site
Instant Payment
Wisbey Salvage and Spares, Lower Farm, Steeple Road, Mayland CM3 6EG
Telephone: 01621 773533

BEST PRICES GIVEN

Email: info@wisbey.co.uk

DVLA REGISTERED
CERTIFICATE OF DESTRUCTION GIVEN
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30 DAY GUARANTEE
ON ALL PARTS
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Get Online Week

19th to 25th October 2020

A

t last a village sign was
erected in Steeple on 24th
September after three years
planning and fund raising. The idea
was started by Kay Davey, a member
of the Parish Council and resident
of Steeple. The village had never had
its own ornate sign and Kay decided
to do something about it.
The first job was to get planning
permission, which Kay told us took
ages! With that hurdle achieved the
residents were then asked for their
ideas about what should be included
in the design. They suggested a
5-bar gate, sheep, a tractor, sailing
boats and of course the church. Then
an artist in Steeple was approached
to create a design.
Fundraising then began in earnest.
A group of villagers got together and
organised raffles, tombola’s junk
stalls, jam and face mask making
and selling, plants and cake stalls,
not forgetting their very own,
highly successful Dog Show.
When they had enough money
they commissioned Bakers of
Danbury to carve the sign.
Kay said they had a great time
on the way which has led to a
Community Group starting up
with its own Facebook page
and they are now hosting many
events throughout Steeple. She
believes that they are a much closer
community now, all getting involved
and having ideas.
She thinks the sign looks
magnificent and believes it truly
reflects Steeple life and she hopes
Steeple people have a renewed
sense of pride in their village. A
big thank you to all the people
who contributed to make this
achievement possible.

Get Online Week 2020 is coming
and it’s saying “now’s the time to
get online”!
This year has shown us just how
much of a difference the internet
can make to our lives. But too many
people are still being left behind,
without the skills or access they
need to benefit from being online.
Get Online Week 2020 is here to
speak for these people and to help
them find free and friendly support,
so that they can make the most of
the internet.
During lockdown the benefits of
being online were huge. Video calls
helped us to safely see our loved
ones. Digital tools meant that
millions of people could work from
home, and children could keep up
with their schoolwork. For those
people for whom even a trip to the
supermarket was a significant risk
to their health, internet shopping
was a lifeline.
Maldon & District Community
Voluntary Service are working
in collaboration with MOAT

Foundation to offer you free oneto-one support with anything you
would like help with online.
This could be:
• Using Apps online to video call
family members
• Booking online shopping slots
• Help with booking doctors’
appointments
• Searching the internet for things
that interest you
• Keeping up-to-date with what’s
happening locally in your area
Why not come along and “learn one
thing”? Sessions will take place
in Maldon Town Hall, Market Hill
on Tuesday 20th October between
10:00 am and 12 noon and between
1:00 and 3:00 pm.
Places are limited so booking is
essential. Please book early to avoid
disappointment.
To book Telephone: 01621 851891
or email:
connectadmin@maldoncvs.org.uk

U3A

Learn, laugh, live

Burnham on Crouch
Some of the small groups have started socially
distanced activities. Group leaders will contact
members as and when other groups are resuming

For Information Please telephone or text: 07388 153930
Email: info.u3a.boc@talktalk.net
Website: www.boc-u3a.org.uk
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A Selection of Volunteering Vacancies
Digital Buddies

Provide

Day Centre Volunteer

If you have a good level of
computer skills and knowledge and
would be interested in helping other
people you can become a community
Digital Buddy. Using a computer,
smartphone, tablet or similar digital
device, volunteers offer one-to-one
support to adults, helping them
identify what they want to learn (i.e.
basic digital skills; how to stay safe
online; how to connect with people
and services etc.) You’ll have access
to online Digital Tutor training and
a range of online resources to help
people with their learning. You can
volunteer at our formal IT Drop-in
sessions online or use your training
to help others in an informal way.

Volunteers are needed at the
Reception of a local Rehabilitation
Unit. The role involves meeting
and greeting patients, carers and
relatives; explaining guidelines and
processes for maintaining infection
prevention on the unit; and
ensuring visitors use hand sanitizer
and are wearing or are provided
with face masks. You’ll be tolerant
and calm with good communication
skills and be willing to work as part
of a team. Volunteers will attend
an induction programme and will
be provided with the necessary
training to carry out the role. A DBS
check will be carried out. Up to 10
volunteers will be required. Shifts
available between 9 am and 5 pm
Monday to Friday.

Volunteers are needed to help at
a day centre situated in Asheldham
that supports people who need
some respite, friendship, care and
laughter in their lives. Various roles
are available including spending
time with clients to listen and chat;
playing board and card games; arts
and crafts; and help with gardening
projects.
The Day Centre operates from
Tuesday to Friday from 10am
until 3pm and any time you can
give would be greatly appreciated.
Volunteers should be friendly and
happy to talk. If you have an hour
or two to spare to help someone
in your local community, this
charity is also seeking Lend a Hand
volunteers.

Family Group Volunteers
Are you able to support children
and families in Essex? Becoming
a parent, whether it's the first or
the fourth time, can be an isolating
experience and your offer of time
and support as a volunteer can
mean the world to a family. As a
Family Group Volunteer you will
play a supportive role at one of the
charity’s dedicated family groups.
Groups are designed specifically to
welcome families that struggle to
access groups and support. You will
have experience of being a parent
or have appropriate experience of
working with families and children.
Training is provided and ongoing
support is offered. This charity
is also looking for Fundraising
Volunteers and Telephone
Befrienders.
Email: Editor@TheMayl.com		

Volunteer Centre Enquiries
If you are interested in any of the above roles, or
would like to make a general volunteering enquiry,
please email volunteering@maldoncvs.org.uk or
call 01621 851891. To view a range of volunteering
roles visit www.volunteeressex.org.
Social distancing restrictions may limit the
volunteering roles on offer at this time.
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A Day of Disaster:      
“It’s dinnertime. Eat fast,
then relieve the helmsman.
I’ll take the lookout till you’re
done.”
For a change, my trainees didn’t
stop for questions as they bolted
for the deckhouse. The smell of
something tasty - stew, maybe? made me wish I could join them.
Instead, I smiled at the trainee
at the wheel as he stared at the
compass. He was doing well, given
that this lot had only been on board
for two days.
The wind had shifted, and the
stiff south-westerly wind was
pushing us north-east. The wind
was still increasing, but we’d be
clear of Bass Strait soon and in the
shelter of the Victorian coast. A few
days after that, we’d be in Sydney,
ready for a fresh batch of trainees.
As the ship heeled to a powerful
gust, I considered taking in the fore
upper topsail. When the second
mate and I discussed it with the
captain, he decided to leave it until
after dinner. I wish we’d called the
watch out and taken the sail in, we
didn’t make it past dinner.
The wind increased. To ease
the strain on the rigging and
sails, I told the helmsman to run
downwind. Despite his efforts, the
ship spun to port. I took the wheel
to help, and we started swinging
back to starboard. As the pair of
us fought the wheel, a tremendous

gust of wind knocked the ship down
to starboard.
With both topsails set, we had
no chance. For a long moment, I
hung vertically from the wheel. The
helmsman tried to swim back to the
ship, ignoring the life ring bobbing
past him. I lost my grip and joined
him in the chilly water a moment
later. I don’t know whether we
had technically fallen overboard;
the term loses its meaning in that
situation.
I climbed the grating to the
engine controls and started the
engine as the captain came on deck,
walking along the port side of the

deckhouse and shouting orders. It
felt like it took forever, but with
the engine full-ahead and the wheel
hard-over, the ship slowly righted
herself. That was just the start of
our troubles.
A water barrel had broken loose
on deck and smashed the starboard
door handle off the deckhouse. With
the ship on her side, water flooded
into the open door. The trainees tied
it shut, but that left them trapped
inside the flooded ship, and the
engineer trapped in the flooded
engine room.
On deck, we needed to get the
topsails in, but the wind was well
over sixty knots. In the horizontal
spray, it was difficult to see and
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—Jackie Clemence

     Knockdown in The Bass Strait
communicate, let alone work aloft.
I only remember that job in
flashes. The second mate and I got
the topsails secured. I won’t say we
furled them, as it wasn’t nearly that
tidy. We tried to keep our footing
on the wet footropes and gather
in the slippery, flogging canvas as
lightning strikes illuminated the
ship, then left us night-blind. At the
time, it was exhilarating; looking
back, it’s terrifying.
When we got back on deck, the
engineer was trying to get the
pumps working. The only injury was
a dislocated finger, and the captain
had the ship settled down to run
downwind. In those conditions,
ships have two options: steer
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with the wind astern, known as
running downwind; or heave-to,
motor slowly with the wind on
the bow. Running downwind is
more comfortable, but risky. If the
helmsman makes a mistake or the
engine fails, a wave can roll the ship
over. Heaving-to is safer, but there’s
more risk of damaging the ship.
The ship was less stable because of
the flooding, so the three of us took
turns steering rather than risking
the trainees. We started with thirty
minutes on, one hour off. As the
weather eased, we changed to one
hour on, two hours off, luxuriating
in the longer sleep periods.
We were out of VHF radio range
of the coast. Normally, we’d stay in

contact with the authorities using
our satellite system. Unfortunately,
Murphy’s Law was working well, and
our generator had started playingup the day before. The captain got
one message off before the batteries
ran out. With no generator, we
couldn’t do anything about it.
Less than four hours later, the
engine wasn’t working either. In
all the excitement, we’d overlooked
gravity. For the record, if you tip a
wet-sump engine on its side, the
oil falls out. Without oil, engines
stop working. As a bonus, when I’d
started the engine, the breather
pipe for the starboard fuel tank was
underwater. Running the engine
sucked seawater into the fuel tank.
A basic principle of engineering is
that engines don’t run on water. If
we’d realised what had happened, it
would have been less of a surprise
when the engine finally died.
The two days it took for us to limp
to Jervis Bay are an exhausted blur
of steering, eating, and sleeping,
knowing that any mistake could end
in disaster. I slept in my wet weather
gear on the deck of the saloon,
wedged between the table leg and
the bench so I didn’t slide around.
A lifeboat met us outside the
harbour and towed us the last
half a mile or so. It took us a few
months to replace the main engine,
and repair the other damage. With
everything that had happened,
our main emotion was relief: we’d
survived with no serious injuries.
We know how to fix a ship, but
fixing people is far more challenging.
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Across

Down

1 You would not want to live in this house. 7( )

1 An old ugly woman with evil powers. (3)

3 The character from a gothic horror novel. (7)

2 Too many of these are not good for teeth. (6)

5 Strange and frightening. (5)

3 You don't want to be possessed by one of these. (5)

6 A heavy object which it is best not to move. (10)

4 A structure of thin sticky threads. (6)

9 Used in a game of cricket. (3)

7 A corpse who feeds at night. (7)

10 This can contain magical or poisonous qualities. (6)

8 The sight of these often make people scream. (7)

11 A corpse thought to be revived by witches. (6)

12 An apparition of a dead person. (5)

12 A mischevious ugly creature out to cause mischief. (6)

13 A cunning act intended to deceive. (5)

14 A woman thought to have magic powers. (5)

16 A remarkable or unexpected appearance of something
or someone. (10)

15 The story about a young scientist who create a
creature in an unorthodox scientific experiment. (12)
17 Dogs like to bury these and dig them up again. (5)
18 A large winter squash. (7)
19 Evil or morally wrong. (6)
21 One of these is thought to live under the bed. (7)

17 A spirit whose sounds can warn of a death in the
house. (7)
20 Used for cooking outside. (8)
21 A body of a human being ceremonially preserved. (5)
22 A person who is believed to have magic powers. (8)

23 An evil spirit who robes graves. (5)

24 A spirit of a dead person believed by some to visit the
living. (7)

25 To give someone something as a favour. (5)

27 The use of special powers to make things happen. (5)

26 A loud cry expressing extreme emotion or pain. (6)

28 We can use a dictionary to learn how to do this. (5)

27 Difficult or impossible to understand. (10)

29 Frightening and causing fear. (5)

30 A long narrow box. (6)
31 A plant of the onion family. (6)
32 To laugh in a loud, harsh way. (6)

Answers can be found at:
www.TheMaylandsMayl.com/Puzzles
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An invitation for a
free market appraisal
from your local office...

35 The Street, Latchingdon
Chelmsford CM3 6JP

info@paulmasonassociates.co.uk

www.paulmasonassociates.co.uk

Bruce House 17 The Street, Hatfield Peverel
Chelmsford CM3 2DP

Associates

