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Enjoy your
independence
With a Paul Lucas Bathroom Design

BEFORE

AFTER

We can make the adjustments to
your bathroom in just 3-4 days!
For older adults, using the bathroom effectively and safely can be
difficult. Whether it’s the toilet, taps or climbing into the bath can be
daunting and nearly impossible for someone wheelchair bound.

BEFORE

We work with you
to find the perfect
fit for your
space, needs
and budget

AFTER

O Reduces the possibility of falling whilst getting in and out of the bath
O We can create an access for wheelchairs
O Cost effective! You get a larger shower without the increased cost
or inconvenience of a major bathroom refit
O A bath to shower conversion that allows the seniors
or disabled in your life to have more freedom

7 Fullbridge, Mill Lane, Maldon, Essex CM9 4LE
Email: Editor@TheMayl.com						

01621 853558

www.plbk.co.uk
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A

fter praying for rain
during our dry summer
when the clouds
skirted across but
never emptied their
bellies on us, now it's the opposite
with rain virtually every day. So
when a window of brightness
presented itself I headed off to
North Fambridge for a visit to the
River Crouch.
Passing first the Ferry Boat
Inn ,the 500 year old, white
weatherboarded pub, which is
undergoing some major building
work and is currently closed.
Next are the row of Fisherman's
cottages, also weatherboarded, the
one nearest the river up for sale,
very much an artists haven or an
amazing holiday let.
At the pontoon, is the Thames
barge Kitty, in the past seen at the
Hythe, Maldon but more recently
has taken up residence in Fambridge
because of the cheaper mooring
fees, Kitty is readily identifiable by
her bright green hull.
Accompanying her nearby is the
smaller barge Whippet, this vessel
was used as a bonded barge in her

working days, which meant she
held goods until the payment of
customer duty.
Continuing on the seawall, which
after being as hard as concrete all
summer, is now already, slippery
mud.
Thankfully I had my wellies on.
The Water and opposite shore line
changing colour as the racing clouds
passed over the sun, highlighting
the Autumn hues of the wooded
slopes at Hockley.
I felt guilty as I disturbed some
waders taking refuge from the rising
tide on some saltings.One patch had
a dozen or so Avocets on.
After a mile or so on the
seawall I head inland across the
permissive path into Blue House
Farm nature reserve. This time I
disturb a Meadow Pipit that rises up
vertically out of the grass.
The hides are all closed due to
Covid but I climb onto a bank to see
the stretch of freshwater the other
side. Not much to see on the water
itself but in the field at the far end
are over a hundred Canada Geese,
a few Greylag amongst them all
noisily chattering away, probably

Email: Editor@TheMayl.com						

asking where those funny humans
are, who normally spend ages sitting
quietly in the huts with metal eye
extensions stuck to their faces.
Some cows stare me out from the
other side of a fence, behind them
in the distance is the magnificent
tree and shrub covered mound
at Stamford's Farm in the county
parish of Latchingdon.
These little pockets of woods and
scrub are so rare in our area and any
natural vegetation in the vast arable
fields around the Dengie are great
to see and much appreciated by our
wildlife.
Some farmland birds settle on the
wire fencing but then fly off to perch
further on, not really allowing me a
good close look at them, I think they
may have been whinchats but I've a
long way to go to be a bird expert.I
did recognise a Kestrel sitting on
top of a nesting box, which also flew
off as I got near.
A short walk it may have been
but an invigorating afternoon. It
blew the cobwebs away and saw the
return of the winter waders (and I'm
not talking about my wellies)
- Maisie -
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Shop for Christmas

and raise money for local hospice

I

n the wa ke o f the
covid-19 pandemic,
Farleigh Hospice has
move d i t s p op ul ar
shopping event online
and the money raised
from the event will
be used to support
people living with a
life-limiting illness or
bereavement in mid Essex.
From Monday 9th November to
Sunday 22nd November, shoppers
can go online and with a simple click
of the button, open an Aladdin’s cave
of treasures.
Visitors to the site are sure to
uncover that perfect Christmas gift,
with over 100 different nationwide
brands and local guest brands,

including small mid Essex businesses
selling local produce and goods.
Shoppers will find Italian clothing,
stunning jewellery from independent
designers, food and drink hampers,
beauty products, personalised gifts,
homeware, luxury leatherwear,
bespoke stationery, and unique gifts
for little ones and the treasured
family pet. This one-stop-shop
enables shoppers to peruse the site,
select their purchases, and pay for
them all in one checkout.
Every stallholder at the online
event has agreed to donate 10%
of all their takings to the hospice.
This money will be used to enable
the hospice to continue to provide
care within its Inpatient Unit,
bereavement support, Hospice at

Home, and support for families and
carers.
Alison Stevens, Chief Executive of
Farleigh Hospice said: “Our annual
shopping event is always popular and
helps generate much-needed funds
for the charity.
Due to the pandemic, we have
moved the event online, however
t h i s y e a r w e h av e o v e r 1 0 0
stallholders supporting the event,
plus local independent businesses.
It’s the perfect way to buy all your
Christmas presents and raise vital
funds for the hospice, all from the
comfort of your own home.”
Start your shopping experience by
visiting:
www.brilliantlittlebrands.com/
farleigh
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Our success is
clear to see...

FRE

Mar E
App ket
rais
al
156 Station Road,
Burnham On Crouch, CM0 8HJ

Tel: 01621 782652
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burnham@churchandhawes.com
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READERS LETTERS
Opinions Expressed by Contributors are Their Own...
Dear Editor,
After my letter in the September
edition of the Maylands Mayl
regarding the planters in Steeple
with a footnote asking whether
the village had plans for a sign,
then, as if by magic, next time
I drove through there it was, all
bright and beautiful, (as featured
in the October issue) Looking

far more cheerful than the year
2020 has been. Was it covered
in a face mask for the unveiling
ceremony? The Maylands sign
has weathered very well. When
that was put up my nephew
and niece were photographed
standing underneath it as small
children they are now 26 and 23.
- L. Leech -

If YOU have an opinion,
we would love to hear it
Email: editor@themayl.com

Leave It to Me
C H PLASTERING
Plastering and

General Building Work

Completed to a Very High Standard
Competitive Prices - 35yrs Experience

Call Chris: 01621 772305 or 07780 503212

Do you need help?
Call me and let’s have a chat
Whatever your needs Judith and her team will provide a
trustworthy and capable service which is second to none
See our website for testimonials from satisfied customers

01621 842659

07715 167752

www.leave-it-to-me.co.uk

LTD

SPARKLEBRITE

DOMESTIC
and
COMMERCIAL
CLEANERS

OVER 17 YEARS’ CLEANING EXPERIENCE

Daily, Weekly, Fortnightly or Monthly
One off Blitz
Spring Cleaning

Hygiene Cleans
House Clearances

Tel: 01621 744545 / 742288

Judith Hood

STORAGE
STORAGE

New Storage Containers to let in Mayland
20ft long - Separate access 24/7

Telephone: 01621 773933

Email: info@sparklebrite.co.uk

Unit 2, Red Lions Business Centre, Burnham Road, Latchingdon CM3 6JH
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NEW WAREHOUSE NOW OPEN
over 50 rolls of Carpet and Vinyl now in Stock

We Supply and Fit...
Laminate
Carpets
Vinyl
LVT

Carpets & Flooring
The Flooring Store that comes to your Door!
or why not Visit our New Large Showroom!

find us on

Telephone: 01621 928770 - 07718 063942

Highly Experienced Fitters
Options to suit ALL budgets
1000’s of Samples to choose from
Domestic & Contract Work Undertaken
Any Written Quote beaten by at least 10%

FREE Home Quotations

ROOMSIZED REMNANTS

VERY COMPETITIVE PRICES

AT

UNBEATABLE PRICES

All work Fully Insured and Guaranteed

Email: info@aclarkecarpets.com

Web: www.aclarkecarpets.com

Over 500 packs of quality Laminate Flooring in Stock

Unit 1, Red Lion Business Centre, Burnham Road, Latchingdon CM3 6JH
Email: Editor@TheMayl.com						
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BAPTIST CHURCH
From the Pastors Desk

W

HAT HAVE THEY DONE
TO MY FAVOURITE
‘COMFORT’ FOOD?!!
It not only tastes different, it has a
different texture and it even looks
different. Is it just me, or does
anyone else out there agree with
me that this famous tin of tomato
soup is now different? It has been
changed and I am not amused!!
In my 3 score and ten plus
years I have seen so many
changes. Technology has galloped
ahead, things that we loved and
appreciated – gone or changed
beyond recognition.
The list is endless - values,
attitudes, climate, the way we
live – I still measure things in feet
and inches and distances in miles
– I understand those!! ‘Change’ is
something that happens naturally
or is forced upon us, favoured by
some, yet feared by others. As I

THE

grow older and less mobile I can
honestly say I don’t really like it.
Animals don’t like change.
Back in 1964, Bob Dylan penned
‘The Times they are a – changin’. He
stated that he had to play this song
on the same night that President
Kennedy died. That was a day that
brought change and people in my
age group will all surely remember
what they were doing or where
they were when they heard that
terrible news. Alan Price wrote his
well-known song ‘Changes’ to the
Salvation Army tune “What a friend
we have in Jesus”. The words could
not be truer – “Its here today and
gone tomorrow, but the world goes
on the same”. I’m sure everyone is
praying that this virus will soon be
gone.
My Sunday mornings in church
here in the St. Barnabas Family
Centre, Mayland are quite different.

SALE

FREE ADS
Find yourself a Bargain
Advertise any unwanted item

Rules
1) Advert must include Phone Number
2) Advert must include Location

Email your ads to:

FreeAds@TheMayl.com
Or Drop them in the Postbox at:
The Post Office
Imperial Avenue, Mayland
No responsibility will be accepted
for errors or omissions

We make plans with the hope
that we will be able to carry them
out, like our Pre-Remembrance
‘memories’ military charity service
on 1st November – or will the
government put us all in another
total lockdown?
Due to the pandemic, we all know
that many changes have had to be
made and we don’t really know if
we are coming or going, but I praise
the Lord with all my heart that
He hasn’t changed. He remains
the same – yesterday, today and
tomorrow – you know exactly what
you are getting. There is an old
Sunday-School song we used to
sing – “Everything changes, but God
changes not” – His steadfast love
endures forever.
Please take care and stay safe in
your ‘changes’. May the Lord bless
you and keep you.
- Linda Skelton - Secretary -

MILLBROOK electric adjustable
beds for sale. Can be used as
two singles or joined together
to make a king-sized bed. Very
good condition Price: £600 (Not
including Mattresses) Telephone:
01621 740844 Mob: 07808
395371 (Mayland)
WILD bird seed - large quantity
including Wilko Wild Bird Seed
Mix Extra large pack 12.7kg,
70 x 90g fat balls, bag of wild
bird peanuts, 3 assorted bird
food holders. Price: £10 ono
Te l e p h o n e : 0 1 6 2 1 7 7 2 9 5 4
(Southminster)
GOLD fish two years old three
inches long. Price: £2 each.
Buyers to provide their own
transport and tank. Telephone:
01621 772771 (Steeple)
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Essex
Largest Independent Oven Cleaning Company in Essex
totally Trusted by over 8,000 Customers in the Region

WE CLEAN ALL KINDS OF APPLIANCES
Oven Cleaning
BBQ Cleaning
Range Ovens
Microwaves

Hob & Extractor
Fridge Freezer
AGA Cleaning
Dishwashers

Odour Free, Eco friendly domestic cleaning that
will have your appliance looking as good as new
All Staff
are
DBS Checked

Trading
Standards
Approved

Book your clean now!
www.essexovencleaners.co.uk

01245 451003 - 07816 762869

Email: Editor@TheMayl.com						
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Doorstep Tribute For The Two Minutes Silence
at 11am on Remembrance Day, 11 November
Maldon District Council is asking
residents to mark the two-minutes
silence at 11am on 11 November
(Remembrance Day) from their
doorsteps, to support a national
show of pride and appreciation.
Cllr Penny Channer, Vicechairman of the Council, said: “The
silence on Remembrance Day is one
of the most poignant times of the
year. It allows us to reflect on the
sacrifices made for us by the armed
forces.
Many people will be thinking of
loved ones who never returned.
“The need to stop Coronavirus
from spreading means we can’t
gather at war memorials this year.
Even so, I believe the sight of people
across Maldon District observing
the silence on their doorsteps at
11am will paint a picture of respect
and thanks for the fallen that is as
powerful and moving as any formal
parade.”

On Remembrance Day, the
Council will be posting a prerecorded video on social media of
wreaths being laid by Cllr Penny
Channer and Deputy to the Lord
Lieutenant of Essex, Dr James
Bettley JP DL at a specially created
display at the Council Offices.
The Council will also be posting
a message on 11 November, from
Garrison Commander, Lieutenant
Colonel Jim McManus AAC and a
video of the Last Post played by a
musician from the British Army
Band Colchester edited with WW2
film footage.
The Council is also asking
residents not to forget to support
the Royal British’s Legion Poppy

Appeal. Like so many things this
year, the Poppy Appeal has to adapt
to the threat of Covid-19 and they
are asking the public to support
them like never before, because
every poppy counts. This can be
done a variety of ways, see their
website for details at:
www.britishlegion.org.uk/getinvolved/poppy-appeal
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Anglian Water reiterates waste disposal

techniques for the health of local environment
Anglian Water have recently reported a coloured
substance which has turned the effluent at its Burnhamon-Crouch sewage works red. The water company are
concerned that the source of this colour change has
come from the incorrect disposal of antifouling paint or paint stripping, and are
appealing to the public to be mindful of their
disposal.
Briony Butler, Anglian’s Catchment Quality
Scientist, said: “Products like these can be
harmful to the biological processes which
treat the sewage, and can pose a real risk to
the local environment, which is particularly
important to help protect the shellfish beds
and water quality of the river.
“We would like to take this opportunity
to remind people to ensure they dispose
of these products correctly. Users of these
products have the responsibility to dispose of
them safely and comply with the conditions
of use printed on the product label.”
Local household recycling centres will take domestic
paint tins. However, businesses are required to make

arrangements for collection, through the local council
or through a waste management company, to ensure
that paints, and other trade waste, are disposed safely.
Furthermore, paint shavings and powders produced
when boat hulls are sanded down for new
coats must also be treated as hazardous
waste as they are still considered a potential
contaminant and should be treated in the
same manner.
“It’s really important that everyone takes
responsibility for their actions and gives
some thought to the consequences of
wrongful disposal. We’re committed to
protecting our rivers and watercourses and
we are calling on you to help us do just that,”
Briony added.
The RYA (Royal Yachting Association)
website has some more environmental advice
on their website with regards to collecting
and disposing of antifouling paint and
residues. For more information, visit their
website at: www.rya.org.uk/knowledge-advice/
environmental-advice/Pages/antifouling.aspx

JAS Tree Services
PAINTING AND DECORATING SPECIALIST

Internal and External
plus Minor Repairs
Full Liability Insurance - 40 Years Experience
Free Quotes - Email: Davidprt@hotmail.co.uk

Telephone David: 07949 803201

All aspects of tree work undertaken

Felling - Pruning - Crown Reduction - Hedgecutting

John Smith NPTC Qualified - FREE Quotation

Telephone: 01621 744996 or 07825 525975
www.jastreeservices.co.uk - jastreeservices@gmail.com

TOE NAIL CUTTING SERVICE
Worked and Trained with AGE UK
Fully Insured - DBS Checked

Call Nikki on 07917 198420
Email: nikkicomper@gmail.com
Find me on Facebook

DISCLAIMER

All material contained within this publication is strictly
copyright and all rights are reserved. Reproduction in
any form without permission is prohibited. Every care is
taken by the publishers (The Maylands Mayl Ltd) in
compiling the contents of The Maylands Mayl Magazine,
but no responsibility is assumed for any injury, loss
or damage arising from any article or advertisement
contained within the publication. The views expressed
within this publication do not necessarily reflect the
views of the publishers.
Email: Editor@TheMayl.com		

FIRST GRASS GARDENING SERVICES
Grass Cutting
Leaf Collection
HedgeTrimming
Border Weeding
General Garden Tidy
You Grow It We Mow It
01621 742229 - 07957 727150 - yvesteer@aim.com
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Imagine a
retirement
where you can
do more of the
things you love
With a lifetime mortgage

Do more of the things you love
with the help of your home.
If you’re 55 or over and a
homeowner, find out how you
can release a tax-free lump
sum to help you fund your
retirement dreams.
A lifetime mortgage is a loan
secured against your home.
The loan, plus interest, is repaid
when the last borrower dies or
moves into long-term care.

This fantastic new album by Julian May takes a
peek in the rear-view mirror at a host of classic
cover tracks spanning the 50's through to the 90's

Arrangement fee may apply.
There may be cheaper ways
to borrow.

From Elvis to Take That - Neil Sedaka to Bryan Adams
Engelbert Humperdinck to Chris de Burgh
The Stylistics to Billy Joel
there really is something for all tastes in popular music

To find out more, talk to us
today or give us a call on:

01245 806119
Equity release may impact the size of your estate and it could affect your entitlement
to current and future means-tested benefits.
Hayley Noye trading as Blackberry Mortgage Services is an Appointed Representative of New Leaf
Distribution Ltd. who are authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. Number 460421
Head Office First Floor Princess Caroline House 1 High Street Southend on
Sea Essex SS1 1JE. Company registration Number 5520001.

B L AC K B E R R Y

O R TG A G E

SERVICES

Julian said, “It's good to see this collection of songs finally coming together
and will hopefully lift and brighten people's lives while the music industry
is unable to offer live platform's to singers and bands alike at this time.”

Yesterday's Songs is a 24-track double CD album

Priced at just £10 (Please Add £1.65 for Post & Packing)

To place your order contact Deb's Records at:
deb-eric-elliott@hotmail.co.uk
Est
1995

Smart Motor Company

SERVICING & REPAIRS
To all makes of vehicle
MOT & DIAGNOSTICS
Telephone: 07768 132655
Unit 16 Mayland Ind Estate, Mayland CM3 6BE

ANN’S CARS 01621 741621 - 07484 728738

Family run taxi service established over 10 years
Reliable service will take you anywhere you wish to go
Shopping Trip Airport Seaport Train Station Hospital
We will even wait to bring you home

YOU DRINK
THEATRE TRIPS

by Cambridge Weight Plan

Consultant: Karen Johnson
07971 756278 kazza3373@gmail.com facebook.com/121dietkarenj

B&H TAXIS
Email: BandHTaxis @ gmail.com

WE DRIVE
DINNER DATES

6 & 8 Seater Cars available on request

ANY OCCASION

07896 553610

ANY LOCATION

We’ll meet your PLANES and BOATS and TRAINS and of course COACHES too!
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Garden Machinery to keep your garden looking its best
FRIENDLY & RELIABLE MAIN DEALER NEAR
MALDON, ESSEX

QUALITY BRANDS IN STOCK AND TO ORDER

Come and visit our new extensive modern showroom, where
we offer a comprehensive range of garden machinery to suit
all your gardening needs. From mowers to chainsaws, hedge
and grass trimmers to multi tools.
Receive hands-on advice from our expert sales team and find
the right machinery to keep your garden looking its best, no
matter what the size.

A12

B1019

Chelmsford

Maldon
Danbury
B1010

B1418

We offer a full aftersales service for most brands and stock a
range of spare parts within our onsite workshop.

B1018

Latchingdon

A130

B1010

South
Woodham
Ferrers

MALDONGARDENMACHINERY.CO.UK

01621 493 325

Unit 14, Mayfair Industrial Area, Maldon Road, Latchingdon, Chelmsford, Essex CM3 6LF

RHS Trained Horticultural Gardener

Blackwater Renovations

For all your Garden Requirements

Handyman Services
Garden Landscaping and Design
Painting & Decorating Interior and Exterior

Telephone Colin on: 07974 329134

4

2 1

5 9
8
1
5
8
4 5 9 6
1 5
2
2 6
3
4 1 5
7
8 9
6 1
1
9 3
5
4
4 5 7 6
8

Edging
Fencing
Spraying
Strimming
Seasonal Pruning
Small Tree Removal
Mulching - Composting
Weeding Beds and Borders
Lawn Mowing - Hedge Cutting
Plant & Soil Care and Conditioning
Charlie Potter: 07731 789955
TRAINED

Email: Editor@TheMayl.com						

Email us for our latest Price List
onthecasegardencare@gmail.com
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“Would you like a carrier bag
with that sir?”
“Will that be cash or account
madam?”
“The delivery van will be round to
the tradesman’s entrance at the
usual time Tuesday afternoon.”
No, not a script from an episode
of ‘Open All Hours’, although I
suppose it could be. Until quite
recently these were the war cries of
a nation of shopkeepers. The idea
that customers would wander round
the store, basket in hand, perusing
the special offers before completing
their purchases at a checkout
counter was an alien, and somewhat
socially unsettling, concept until
a certain Jack Cohen (founder of
Tesco) had an epiphany.

The Butcher, the Baker...
Until the 1950s British housewives
frequented their local shops to
pick up the day to day grocery
necessities. My mother thought
nothing of walking the two miles to
our nearest village, pushing me in
my silver cross pram, to pick up our
provisions.
We had a butcher, a baker and a small
grocery store which specialised in
something retailers like to refer
to as ‘dry goods’. Neatly stacked
tins of Birds custard powder
rubbed shoulders with packets of
Oxo cubes while bars of Sunlight
soap competed politely for space
alongside ‘frisbee’ shaped Fray
Bentos steak and kidney pies.

Hertfordshire Housewives
So what was Mr Cohen planning?

His grocery stores were doing
very nicely since he’d expanded
the business from a humble East
End market stall just after the
end of the First World War, but a
reconnaissance trip to America
in the 1930s alerted him to the
trendy new concept of ‘self-service’
stores.
To be fair, even ‘Slasher Jack’ as,
he was known in the trade, was
dubious about this newfangled
sales technique but was eventually
persuaded to give it a go at
his store in St Albans. After
some initial skepticism, the
housewives of Hertfordshire soon
got the hang of it and it wasn’t long
before Tesco, ‘the modern grocer’
(as they now marketed themselves)
decided that bigger stores would be
needed to keep up with demand.

Stealth Store
To meet this growing appetite
for self-service shopping Tesco
acquired a number of stores
from rival chain Burnards. In
1956 an old cinema on Maldon
High Street was converted into the
first ever so called ‘supermarket’.
One thousand, seven hundred
and fifty square feet of glorious
groceries including dedicated dairy
counters for cheese and meat
products.
Curiously, Cohen elected not to
use the Tesco brand name on the
store’s sign at first. Perhaps he
thought that the good people of
Maldon would feel more confident
shopping at a store with a more
familiar feel. So the store opened

under the name Burnards Stores but
with hoardings and counter displays
decked out in the now familiar
red and white striped Tesco livery.
Takeover by stealth.

Little London
Why Maldon? Jack Cohen had a soft
spot for rural Essex, particularly
its world renowned soft fruit. The
outbreak of the Second World War
and the very real danger of bombing
raids on London persuaded him to
purchase a farm in the village of
Goldhanger to serve as a safe retreat
for his family.
Little London farm was a
comfortable rural idyll far from the
big city but also an astute business
opportunity. Strawberries and
other fruits grown on the farm
soon found their way onto Tesco
shelves in the form of bottled jam
and frozen fruit. Goldhanger Fruit
Farms became a very successful
sideline business until Jack
eventually sold it to Schweppes for
a sizable profit.

Supermarket to Superstore
And the self-serving supermarket
on Maldon High Street?
It eventually gave way to frozen
food retailer Iceland, one of the
new kids on the retail block, but
not before plans were drawn up for
the much bigger Tesco superstore
at Fullbridge, close to the site of the
old Maldon Ironworks Company
on the banks of the River Chelmer.
Jack Cohen’s entrepreneurial
business brain would no doubt have
approved.
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A.G. Smith

• Private chapel of rest
• Mercedes Benz hearse &
limousines
• 24 hour service
• Hand carved memorials
• Home visits by
appointment
• Prepayment Funeral Plans

Established 1912

Funeral Directors & Monumental Masons

Southminster - 01621 774 557
Hallmark House, 44 Station Rd,
Southminster CM0 7EW
Maldon - 01621 854 293
7 Spital Road, Maldon CM9 6DY

agsmithfunerals.co.uk

FOR YOUR INFORMATION
The Maylands Mayl continues to be printed
but is not being delivered door to door.
Our regular collection points are still
available for you to pick up a copy
YOU CAN ALSO NOW READ IT ONLINE AT:
www.TheMaylandsMayl.com

or why not register to receive a copy in the post

We’re here
for you,
whenever
you need us
101 Station Road,
Burnham-on-Crouch

01621 786666

31 Hullbridge Road,
South Woodham Ferrers

01245 328307

Paul J King
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Name a Star

in memory of a loved one
We recognise that Christmas can be a very difficult time
for the bereaved and we hope that naming a star in our
window will bring some comfort.

The cost to name a star is £1 with all donations
raised going to The Dengie D-Caf

13-15 Market Hill, Maldon

01621 858578

www.eastofengland.coop/funerals

Email: Editor@TheMayl.com						

Call us to name your star:

01621 784884
www.pauljking.com
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How it Works
The CodeBreaker Puzzle is like a crossword puzzle - but has no
clues! Instead, every letter of the alphabet has been replaced by
a number, the same number representing the same letter
throughout the puzzle.
All you have to do is decide which letter is represented by which
number!
To start you off, we have revealed the codes for three letters.
With these letters filled in throughout the puzzle, you'll have
enough clues to start guessing words and discovering the other
letters.
In order to qualify for entry into the CASH PRIZE DRAW for £100
you need to find the name of one of our current advertisers in The
Mayl.
The Puzzle has a theme and so finding the hidden word will be
quite easy, as it is the odd one out from the theme.
Once you have found the advertiser’s name simply go to:
www.TheMaylandsMayl.com/prize-draw there you will see how
to enter the draw.
Remember, you will only qualify for entry in the draw if you give us
the correct Advertiser’s Name which is in the Magazine.

Good Luck!
Email: Editor@TheMayl.com						

2

21

24

22

21

6

4 22 8

6

1

24

10

21

12

1

10

14

1

12

21

9

8

14

12

24

26

4

8

1
16 0

8

12

1 7
7

16

21

8

6

12 24

26

9

22

26

22

1

24

24 7 16

16

4

4

21

9 22

14

7

16

9

7

26

21

10

10

8

12

9

26

8

8

6

1

24

4

21

9

14

1

7

14

4

21

November 2020 The Maylands Mayl 19

JWB and Sons

JWB

CARPENTRY AND CONSTRUCTION YOU CAN COUNT ON
Specialists in home refurbishment, landscaping, and every aspect of
carpentry including kitchen & bathroom installations, bespoke hand-made
furniture, cupboards, doors, windows, drinks bars and also staircases

01621 740641
07415 123155

Services Include
Carpentry
Landscaping
Bathrooms
Bedrooms
Construction
Guttering
Kitchens
Fencing
find us on

Our Website

www.JWBandSons.co.uk

Our company is a registered member of the ‘Check a Trade’ Website where
you will find Photos & Reviews from projects we have recently completed

BRADWELL
ST LAWRENCE

TILLINGHAM
STEEPLE
MAYLANDSEA

COLD NORTON

LATCHINGDON

MAYLAND

SOUTHMINSTER
ALTHORNE

The Maylands Mayl is available
FREE throughout The Dengie.
We have collection points in
Althorne, Burnham, Cold Norton,
Bradwell, Mayland, Southminster, St
Lawrence, Latchingdon & Tillingham.
We also have a Pay for Postage
Subscription Service Available.

BURNHAM
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Telephone:

01621 740998
FULLY AIR CONDITIONED
RESTAURANT AND TAKEAWAY

SUNDAY BUFFET
12noon- 4:00pm
Adults £11.25 per head
Children £6.50 per head

FULLY LICENSED BAR
10% discount on takeaways

Eat as much as you like
Extensive range of dishes
Different every week

( collection orders only, over £10 )

INDIAN CUISINE

at
THE MAYLAND MILL
Award Winner

Opening Hours

ZARA INDIAN CUISINE
The Mayland Mill
Steeple Road
Mayland CM3 6EG

EVENING
Mon – Thu 5:00pm – 10:00pm
Fri & Sat 5:00pm – 11:00pm

Info@zaramayland.com
www.zaramayland.com

LUNCH
Mon – Sat Bookings Only
Sun 12:00noon – 10:00pm

Buck Rogers
Car Breakers
Steeple Road
Mayland CM3 6EG

Phone us first for very
competitive rates
Phone between
8.30am & 6pm only

License No 307/94

Quick Efficient
Friendly Service

MINI SKIP HIRE

Is your car in need of attention?
No time to get it to a garage?
Why not take
advantage of our
Free Collection &
Delivery Service or
if required the use
of our courtesy car.
Contact your local
Award Winning Service
& Repair Centre for all
your vehicle needs!
Looking After Your Car,
Looking After You.

Tel: 01621 773933
Email: Editor@TheMayl.com						
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Coronavirus update

E

ssex has moved to the
HIGH local Covid alert
level. NOT Including the
Southend and Thurrock
Council areas.
This is because cases are rapidly
rising across our county. We need
you to please do two things. Both
are critical if we are to reverse the
increases in cases in Essex and
minimise the impact on businesses,
who we are working with to
support.
First, please work from home if
you can.
Second, please follow the High
alert level restrictions. These are
mainly about not mixing with other
households. Full details are at:
www.gov.uk/guidance/localcovid-alert-level-high
If we all play our part, we can reduce
the number of people who die or
become seriously ill from Covid-19.
By acting now, we hope to exit High
alert level restrictions sooner rather
than later.

What this means for you
The main difference between the
Medium and the High alert level is
socialising with other households.
You must follow these rules all the
time, even if you are seeing friends
or family who live in a Medium alert
level area. The restrictions apply to
you as an Essex resident.

What's changed
You can no longer socialise indoors
with people from a different
household unless they are in your
support or childcare bubble.
The Rule of Six (up to six people
from different households meeting)
applies outdoors, in both private
and public spaces. Work from home
if you can. Take extra precautions
if you work in other people’s
homes. Aim to only make essential
journeys.

Do not visit a care home except
in exceptional circumstances, for
example to visit someone at the end
of their life.

What’s stayed the same
Covid-secure businesses can keep
operating and hospitality venues
can stay open until 10pm. You
can still go to school, university
and places of worship. Weddings
and funerals can go ahead in the
same way as before. You can still
use registered childcare settings,
including childminders, after-school
clubs and nannies.

Where to find more details
View the government guidance on
High alert level restrictions at:
www.gov.uk/guidance/localcovid-alert-level-high
We've also produce a helpful guide,
what the High Covid alert level
means for you. We'll be regularly
updating this guide with any local
information which will help you
understand how the restrictions
apply in Essex.

Guidance for businesses
Business must work in a Covidsecure manner. Guidance is available
for businesses and venues at:
www.gov.uk/guidance/localcovid-alert-level-high

Tradespeople
Official or registered tradespeople
can continue to go to other people's
homes for work purposes. Follow
the guidance for people working
in, visiting or delivering to other
people's homes at:
www.gov.uk/guidance/workingsafely-during-coronaviruscovid-19/homes

Hospitality
If you work in hospitality, use the
guidance for your type of workplace

Essex County Council
to keep your employees and
customers safe at:
www.gov.uk/guidance/workingsafely-during-coronaviruscovid-19

Funding and support
We are working to do everything
we can to support our people and
businesses in Essex. Use GOV.
UK's business support finder
tool at: www.gov.uk/businesscoronavirus-support-finder to
see what support is available for you
and your business.

Help and support for residents
Looking after yourself and others
Confusion, anger, anxiety, despair these feelings are common reactions
to the ongoing pandemic and
changing restrictions.You might
be worried about your job, your
business, juggling work and home
life, loneliness or being unable to
see friends and loved ones.
Whether you need support or
need help to support someone else,
you can get help and support from a
range of local organisations at:
www.essex.gov.uk/mentalhealth/get-help-and-support

Support from the Essex Wellbeing
Service
Set up in response to the pandemic,
the Essex Wellbeing Service is here
to help all residents, providing a
single point of access to practical,
emotional and specialist support.
Whatever you need support with,
there is help available. If you or
anyone you know needs support,
visit the Essex Wellbeing Service at:
www.essexwellbeingservice.
co.uk or call 0300 303 9988.
You can also Request Support
Online from the Essex Wellbeing
Service by going to:
www.essexwellbeingservice.
co.uk/neighbourhood/support
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W

e buy and send flowers
to show we care and
convey or express our
feelings at times such as birthdays,
anniversaries, illness and loss.
They can be beautiful additions
to our homes, enhance weddings
and special events. They also have
different meanings attached to
them.
The language of flowers or
floriography is the art of flower
symbolism. Every flower carries its
own special meaning or symbolism,
according to its variety and colour.
Within the art of floriography some
flowers have a different meaning
due to how many are given. For
instance, a single red rose means
‘love at first sight or simply ‘I love
you’', whereas a dozen red roses say
'be mine'.
So, is this something new? Not
at all. Meaning has been attributed
to flowers for thousands of years,
and some form of floriography
has been practiced in traditional
cultures throughout the globe. For
us in the UK the language of flowers
is most commonly associated with
the Victorian era. It was during
the reign of Queen Victoria (1837
- 1901) that flowers were used to
communicate feelings that they
couldn’t express freely and openly.
The Victorians were so prudish that
they even covered up table legs so
they wouldn’t cause offence. In a
sort of silent dialogue, flowers could
be used to answer “yes” or “no”
questions. A “yes” answer came in
the form of flowers handed over

with the right hand; if the left hand
was used, the answer was “no.” A
veritable minefield.
One event when it is very
important to use the flowers with
the right meaning is for a wedding.
If you want the hope of a loving,
everlasting marriage include
lily of the valley, (representing
trustworthiness and purity), sweet
William, (gallantry), hyacinth,
(loveliness), myrtle, (love in
marriage) and ivy, (continuity) in
the bouquet.
When a baby is born the Primrose
(youth), White Lilac (purity and
innocence) and light pink Rose
(youth, energy, joy of life) are ideal
flowers to give.
To complete the circle of life
funerals are an event where flowers
are traditionally used. They can
lift one’s spirits and bring a little
brightness and comfort into an
atmosphere that is full of grief and
sadness. A popular choice of flowers
for a funeral is the lily. Lilies signify
purity and radiance and suggest
that the deceased’s soul has been
renewed to a state of innocence.
Carnations are often used in funeral
wreaths and arrangements. As with
other flowers, each of the colours
has its own meaning. The red shows
affection and the white tends to
symbolize innocence. Roses are also
an appropriate funeral flower. White
roses are the ultimate symbol of
spirituality, purity, and innocence
whilst the deep red rose evokes love
and grief.
Not just the variety but the colour

of a flower can also have meaning.
For instance, red carnations mean
‘Alas for my poor heart, my heart
aches,’ white means innocence and
pure love, whilst pink means I’ll
never forget you. Don’t even think
of sending yellow carnations to
your loved ones as they symbolise
distain, disappointment and
rejection.
It is interesting reading about the
meaning of flowers though it can
become rather confusing the more
you delve into it. It’s probably a
good thing that most of us have no
idea what individual flowers mean
and just choose what we like or what
has meaning to us or the person
who is receiving them. For instance,
I have always liked snapdragons
because it brings back memories of
my childhood garden as my father
used to always grow them, but I
have discovered that the symbolism
behind snapdragons isn't exactly
friendly as they stand for deception.
I have never been fond of tulips
ever since I chose one to draw as
part of an art exam at school and
my teacher asked me if I could not
have chosen a flower with a more
interesting shape and promptly
gave me a plant to draw. I have now
discovered though that red tulips
are also considered a declaration of
love, so any man who cannot afford
to go the whole hog with roses can
give tulips, especially in the spring.
So next time you are thinking of
sending flowers to a loved one do
make sure you are sending them the
right message.
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heavenly petals
Flowers for all Occasions

Freelance Florist dedicated to providing beautiful floral designs and first class
customer service to seamlessly fit within your budget and personal requirements

Flower Arrangements
Weddings, Funerals, Gift Bouquets
Corporate Functions and Celebrations

find us on

01621 742226 or 07947 179639
Email: Ed@HeavenlyPetals.co.uk
Burnham Road Latchingdon

Find the words below
to complete the Puzzle
Amaryllis
Anemone
Aster
Begonia
Bluebell
Carnation
Cornflower
Daffodil
Dahlia
Daisy
Freesia
Gladioli

Hyacinth
Iris
Lily
Marigold
Orchid
Pansy
Peony
Poppy
Rose
Sweat Pea
Tulip
Viola
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GOOGLE FEATURES

U

ntil a few years ago the
word 'googling' might have
conjured up images of
babies making cute noises,
but today the word has
made it into mainstream
dictionaries, we all know what it means,
and it's now a part of everyone's life.
Google has been the de-facto search
engine for over ten years and at the
moment it has no serious competitors and
looks like it will remain number one for
some time to come.
With this in mind, it's probably worth
spending a few minutes to learn how to 

26 The Maylands Mayl November 2020						   
Tel: 0800 771 0015

 use Google effectively, the time spent
now could save you minutes or hours
trawling through hundreds of irrelevant
links.

Hidden Syntax
Unknown to most people is a hidden
syntax that can tell google exactly the
sort of result you are looking for.
The first and easiest extra search term
is the minus symbol (next to the zero on
the keyboard), this means exclude any
item following the minus symbol. For
example, if you wanted to search for 'dog
toys', but wanted to exclude frisbees you
could type the following into the search
box 'dog toys -frisbees' without the
quotes. Note that there is no space after
the dash.

SWF OFFICE OPEN

7 DAYS A WEEK

Speech Marks
Google search normally looks for all the
words you have entered in no particular
order, but in many cases you want to
search for a specific phrase, for example
if you are looking for a famous quote, or a
song lyric, putting speech marks around
your search will result in only that exact
phrase being returned, in our example it
would be "dog toys". The phrase search
is also an excellent way of detecting if
someone has plagiarised your content.

Site Operator
The google search engine is widely
regarded as the best available, and as
such it is often better than those that
are on websites. To restrict a search to a
specific website, use the 'site:' operator.
For example, if you wanted to see what
ebay fees are, you couldn't search for that
using the ebay search box as it would
look for products called 'fees' which is
not what is wanted, in this case, a google
search of 'fees site:ebay.co.uk', would link
to the correct ebay page.

Filetype Command
Another useful operator when
looking for documents and manuals is

Tel: 01245 426 163 | Email: info@ahead4.com
117 Hullbridge Road, South Woodham Ferrers, CM3 5LL

www.ahead4.com

the 'filetype:' command. This will only
give links to a specific type of file. For
example, downloadable manuals are
always pdf files so a typical search might
be 'samsung s7 manual filetype:pdf' this
will exclude all the none-downloadable
manuals and just give you pdf links.

Other Features
As well as being a search engine the
search box has numerous other features
that are not widely known about, such as
the keyword define: which will give you a
dictionary definition of any word.
It has conversion features, type any
unit of weight or length and google
will offer to convert it to it's metric or
imperial equivalent, the same goes for
Celsius/Fahrenheit conversion 

Email: Editor@TheMayl.com						
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ANY WRITTEN QUOTE BEATEN BY AT LEAST 10%
WHEN QUOTING “MAYL20”
“The quality of
workmanship is always
spot on”

“The price is right. The
work could not be
better”

ELECTRICAL SERVICES

FIRE & SAFETY

SMART HOMES

CAR CHARGERS

RENEWABLES

CARAVANS & MARINE

WHAT WE DO
DOMESTIC, COMMERCIAL & INDUSTRIAL
FULL & PARTIAL REWIRES
FUSE BOARD UPGRADES
CCTV, SECURITY LIGHTS AND INTRUDER
ALARMS
 TESTING & INSPECTION
 LANDLORD REPORTS





NO JOB TO BIG OR SMALL

WHY CHOOSE US?
 85% OF OUR WORK THROUGH
RECOMMENDATIONS
 ALL WORKS GUARANTEED
 INSURED UP TO £2,000,000
 ALL OUR ENGINEERS ARE FULLY QUALIFIED
 QUALITY WORKMANSHIP AND A PASSION
FOR CUSTOMER CARE
WE WILL ALWAYS FIND A SOLUTION

“THE ESSEX ELECTRICIAN THAT CARES”

28 The Maylands Mayl November 2020						   
Tel: 0800 771 0015

Stow Maries Ian Flint, Awarded
Individual of the Year!
In a year that has been by far the
most challenging, we are delighted
to announce that Stow Maries Great
War Aerodrome’s Chief Executive,
Ian Flint has been awarded
‘Individual of the Year’ by Aviation
Heritage UK.
Since joining the Aerodrome in
May 2016, Ian has led the team to
opening an exhibition every year,
drastically expanded volunteer
numbers, attracted funding from
national supporters such as NLHF,
Historic England and Swire’s
Foundation, hosted RAF100 for the
BBC, whilst attracting the support
of TV personalities Dan Snow and
Dr Saul David, plus front-bench
MP's.
In the last 10 months, during the
midst of the COVID-19 pandemic
he has gone above and beyond to
protect the site, by raising over

£100k of funding from local and
national funders, created a key
partnership with the Imperial
War Museum and achieved Visit
England’s Good to Go certificate.
Robert Pleming, Chairman of
Aviation Heritage UK said: “The
role of Aviation Heritage UK as an
organisation includes promoting
and encouraging the ongoing
preservation of our rich aeronautical
history. When we identify a great
performance in this area, we seek to
recognise it. It was a great pleasure
to highlight Ian’s hard work with our
2020 Individual of the year Award”.
Ian Flint Chief Executive of Stow
Maries Great War Aerodrome said:
“I was absolutely speechless when I
received the news of this award. Of
course, I am only the front man for a
very hard-working, very committed
organisation that has gone from

strength to strength over the last
few years. I am proud to stand
alongside them and accept this award
on their behalf as much as mine.”
Ian has a wealth of Heritage
experience under his belt. After
beginning his Heritage career in
Norfolk Museum Service as Head of
Interpretation, he followed it with
senior management roles at Blickling
Estate, Norfolk, for National Trust
and at Kenwood House, London, for
English Heritage Trust before joining
Stow Maries Great War Aerodrome
in 2016.
He is also currently a Board Member
of Visit Essex and Chelmsford
Cultural Development Trust.

B LACKWATER M ARINA
Esplanade, Maylandsea CM3 6AL
www.blackwater-marina.co.uk - Telephone: 01621 740264

OFFICE TO RENT - YARD STORAGE

Office
Three room office / workspace, total 560 ft sq in good
decorative order, carpet tiles, Broadband and usual
services with kitchen, WC natural light from glass roof

Yard Storage
24-hour access Lock up
containers, 20 foot New
“single use” wind & water
tight short or long-term
contracts, competitive rates

Email: Editor@TheMayl.com		
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MENORCA HOLIDAY VILLA

WITH PRIVATE SWIMMING POOL FOR RENTAL
Close to Es Castell, short drive to gorgeous beaches

DOMESTIC ROOFING

Sleeps 2 - 7

Slate and Tiled Roofs New or Repaired

FREE
Brochure

Specialist in Flat Roofing Felt and Fibreglass
Over 30 years Experience
Full Public Liability Insurance

Email:menorcaholiday@aol.com
Tel: 01621 741810
www.MenorcaHolidayVilla.co.uk
07860 232854

01621 742229 or 07957 727150
email: yvesteer@aim.com

NEW WAREHOUSE NOW OPEN
SHOWING OVER 50 ROLLS OF CARPET AND VINYL NOW IN STOCK
WE ALSO HAVE MORE THAN 500 PACKS OF QUALITY LAMINATE AVAILABLE

HUGE SHOWROOM

WE HAVE THOUSANDS OF SAMPLES TO CHOOSE FROM
MANY MORE NEW LINES AND LOTS MORE CHOICE WITH OPTIONS TO SUIT ALL BUDGETS

ROOMSIZED REMNANTS
ROOMSIZED REMNANTS AT UNBEATABLE PRICES

CARPETS

01621 928770

VINYL

07718 063942

LAMINATES

Carpets & Flooring
www.aclarkecarpets.com
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ARMOUR SHUTTER LTD
FREE Survey and Quotation

Specialists in Property Protection
Tailor-made security solutions for Domestic,
Commercial and Industrial Applications
www.armourshutters.com

Roller Shutters
Garage Shutters
Security Grilles
Fire Shutters
Strip Curtains
Burglar Bars
Steel Doors

SWF ELECTRICAL
Tel: 01245 905751
Email: info@swfelectrical.co.uk

Over 25 years experience.
Domestic, Commercial & Industrial.
Full & Partial Rewires.
Fuse Board Upgrades.
Electric
Security & Outdoor Lighting.
Vehicle
Fault Finding.
Charging
Testing & Inspection.
Landlord Reports.
Maintenance.
Contact us today for
advice and a free quote

Industrial Services & Controls Ltd

www.swfelectrical.co.uk

We can supply, Install, Service &
Repair all types of Roller Shutters

Telephone: Maylandsea 01621 333812

SECURE PARKING AREA
LORRIES & TRUCKS
PLANT & MACHINERY

elspethcowell.uk

elspethcowell

Get Active, Stay Active

TOURING CARAVANS

Telephone: 01621 773933

Musculoskeletal Podiatrist

01621 779915 or 07970 589281
Gait Analysis, Orthotics, Sports Injuries, Low Level Laser

Wisbey
Salvage & Spares

Salvage & Spares
01621 773533

Spares Available
Vehicle Engines & Gearboxes
Mirrors & Motor Assemblies
Body Panels and Trim
Radios & CD Players
Headlights & Glass
Tyres & Batteries

Call Us Now for a Free
No Obligation Quote
20 & 40 Yard Bins Available For Site Clearances

Metal and Vehicles Accepted
Collection Service Available
On Site Weighbridge
Fully Licensed Site
Instant Payment
Wisbey Salvage and Spares, Lower Farm, Steeple Road, Mayland CM3 6EG
Telephone: 01621 773533

BEST PRICES GIVEN

Email: info@wisbey.co.uk

DVLA REGISTERED
CERTIFICATE OF DESTRUCTION GIVEN
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30 DAY GUARANTEE
ON ALL PARTS
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Queen’s Birthday
Honours 2020
Congratulations to Maldon and
District Community Voluntary
Service Director Sarah Troop who
has been awarded a British Empire
Medal in the Queen’s Birthday
Honours list for services to the
community during the COVID
pandemic.
The staff and trustees at Maldon
and District CVS are very proud of
Sarah’s hard work and dedication
over the past few months. Sarah’s
contribution to the setting up
and ongoing implementation of
the Maldon District Coronavirus
Response has made a difference to
hundreds of people throughout the
District.
Sarah told us, “I was surprised
and pleased to be a recipient in the

Queen’s Birthday Honours this
year. The Honours acknowledge
hundreds of people across the UK
who have worked hard during the
Coronavirus outbreak but for each
of these there were many more who
could equally have been worthy
recipients. I feel this honour should
be shared amongst the many people
in Maldon District who made up the
coordinated Coronavirus Response
either working with Maldon &
District CVS or within their own
communities. The District should
be proud of how its residents have
come together over the past months
to support each other.”
Maldon & District CVS is
currently working with Maldon
District Council to recognise some

of our local heroes with ‘Recognition
of Service’ awards. There will be
an online event to celebrate those
recognised for their efforts. More
details will follow next month.

Coronavirus Helpline
Remains Open
On Saturday 17th October Essex
moved into the ‘High’ category
of the new Government Tier
system to help curb the growth of
virus transmission in the county.
Although shops and businesses
remain open, the advice to those
who have previously been shielded
is to limit contact with others as
much as possible.
The team behind the Maldon
District Coronavirus Response want
to reassure people that if they have
any concerns about going out to get
food or medicines the Coronavirus
helpline that operated over the
summer is still open and taking
calls.
Sarah Troop, Director of Maldon
& District CVS said “these are
worrying times and, although
shielding as we knew it previously
has not been reinstated, people
may be worried about going out.
We want to encourage people to let
us know if they are worried and to
reassure them that the support that
was available over the summer is
still available if they need it”.
The helpline number is 01621
851997 and is currently being
answered Monday to Friday
between 9 am and 4 pm.
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A Selection of Volunteering Vacancies
Community
Shop Volunteers

Call
Companions

Day Centre
Assisitants

Volunteers are needed to join the
friendly team of around 20 who
keep this Community Shop open
7 days a week (in 2 hours shifts).
There is currently a particular need
for volunteers on Tuesdays pm and
Fridays am.
Ideally you’ll be able to offer a regular
weekly shift but the ability to provide
cover, sometimes at short notice,
would also be helpful.
You’ll be providing a courteous
and effective service to customers
including op erating the till,
replenishing shelves and other
activities within the small and
friendly shop approx. 3.5 miles from
Maldon.

Could you make a real difference to
the life of a lonely older person?
Call Companions support older
people living alone or in sheltered
housing or residential care who have
little or no contact with family or
friends. You would call the same
older person between 2 and 4 times/
month at a mutually agreed time
for an informal chat (approx. 30
minutes).
The calls are a lifeline of friendship,
and the regular, friendly chats provide
a vital link with the outside world.
You will need good conversation
skills; a fr iendly, empathetic
approach; the ability to really listen
to people; patience; a good sense
of humour; basic computer literacy
(including the ability to use email);
and access to a smartphone or iPad.

Volunteers are needed within
Adult Day Care Respite Centres in
Maldon (Tuesday & Thursday) and
South Woodham Ferrers (Friday),
assisting staff and other volunteers
by encouraging conversation and
activities and helping out at meal
times. Training on Covid guidelines
will be provided and all essential
equipment/PPE will be supplied.
You will need enthusiasm; good
listening & communication skills; an
awareness of the problems caused
by disability; and a willingness to
undertake training for the role. This
is a rewarding, satisfying role with
ongoing training and development
in a supportive environment. The
Centres are currently open from 10
am to 3 pm and you can volunteer for
a few hours or whole day.

Healthwatch Essex
Ambassadors
Ambassadors are needed in each
Clinical Commissioning Group area
to attend crucial meetings and to
represent Healthwatch Essex and
the people of that local area. You will
provide your own insight on services
as well as becoming a direct interface
for the general public. You’ll have
the ability to listen to others; good
communication skills; empathy for
others; positive attitude; and be able
to articulate a patient perspective
beyond personal experience where
necessary.
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Volunteer Centre Enquiries
If you are interested in any of the above roles, or
would like to make a general volunteering enquiry,
please email volunteering@maldoncvs.org.uk or
call 01621 851891. To view a range of volunteering
roles visit www.volunteeressex.org.
Social distancing restrictions may limit the
volunteering roles on offer at this time.
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he chief officer
and I noticed
it at the same
time and froze,
our eyes locked
across the ballast
control board.
The ventilation
fans had stopped. It was silent. All
was not well in the engine room.
In that agonising moment as the
generator shut down and the lights
went out, we knew it was the start
of a long night.
We often joked that if you believed
things were going well on board,
you obviously weren’t paying
attention. We were due to lift the
ship out of the water the next
morning, but our ship was threehundred metres long and weighed
about eighty thousand tonnes
empty. Getting her out of the
water was complicated. We needed
to adjust the weight in the ship,
known as ballast, so that she sat
at a certain depth and angle in the
water (known as draft and trim).
Once that was done, we’d position
her in a graving dock, which looks
something like a giant canal lock,
close the gate and pump the water
out.
If you’re on a ship entering dry
dock, it’s critical to get your
stability calculations and ballast
distribution right. Any mistakes
and the ship will capsize as the

shipyard pumps the water out. The
chief officer had been adjusting the
ballast, but after months of working
ninety-eight hour weeks, he’d
messed up. Instead of putting extra
weight at the back of the ship in the
afterpeak tank, he’d put it at the
front in the forepeak tank. Ships are
a bit like see-saws. With the extra
ballast up forward, the bow went
down and the stern came up.
The cooling water intake for the
generators is down aft. As the stern
came up, the intake came out of
the water. I may be a deck officer,
but even I know that engines need
cooling water. Without cooling
water, they overheat and shut down.
That’s why the lights had gone out.
The chief mate and I stared at
each other in the dark, thinking
through the problem. To fix the
ballast problem, we needed to run
a ballast pump. To run the ballast
pump, we needed to start one of
the main generators. To start a
generator, we needed cooling water,
and to get cooling water, we needed
to fix the ballast problem. Murphy’s
Law transcends all boundaries.
In a very short time, the
engineers found their way to the
ballast control room. Using short
words that even deck officers could
understand, they expressed their
opinion of the situation. Being
engineers, it didn’t take them
long to come up with a temporary

solution to the blackout.
Because we were in a shipyard,
the shipyard had provided several
fire hoses from ashore. It would
take too long to use them to fill the
correct ballast tanks; however, we
could connect them directly to the
generator cooling system. The hoses
didn’t have enough water pressure
to run the main generators, so
the engineers hooked them up
to the emergency generator. The
problem, obviously, was that this
meant we couldn’t use the hoses for
firefighting.
We hooked them up anyway. The
emergency generator started, a few
lights came on. We cheered! Until,
that is, the fire alarm sounded.
Fortunately, it was a system fault,
not a fire; unfortunately, the only
place to silence the alarm was on
the bridge. For reasons I won’t go
into here, the only way to get to the
bridge was through a locked security
door, and the PIN lock on the door
chose that moment to fail.
The captain and the chief engineer
stood arguing in semi-darkness,
trying to break-into the bridge amid
the din of fire alarms. The rest of
us grabbed ear plugs and began
stuffing paper towels into the alarm
bells to try to dull the racket.
You can guess what happened
next. With both the fire alarm
system and the firefighting system
disabled, a contractor smoking 
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—Jackie Clemence

 started a fire in a storeroom.
That was the point when several of
us started to question our career
choices.
By nine at night, we’d dismantled
the fire alarm panel and connected
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a small pump to shift ballast from
forward to aft. By midnight, we had
cooling water for the generator and
the main ballast pump was running.
A few hours later, everything was
back under control.

Everyone was surprisingly cheerful
at four in the morning when we had
to get ready to shift the ship into
the dry-dock. However, it was a long
time before we left the chief mate in
charge of the ballast again 
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An invitation for a
free market appraisal
from your local office...

35 The Street, Latchingdon
Chelmsford CM3 6JP

info@paulmasonassociates.co.uk

www.paulmasonassociates.co.uk

Bruce House 17 The Street, Hatfield Peverel
Chelmsford CM3 2DP

Associates

